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today expressed sur- 
prise that the DAP 
was trying to stop the 
general election, 
saying it was a 
“strange” move. 

The DAP filed an appli- 
cation in the High Court 
today seeking an injunc- 
tion against holding the 
election 06 Aug 2 and 3. 

The Prime Minister 
said it looked like the par- 
ty was looking for ex- 
cuses because it was not 
prepared for the election. 

“I thought the party 
was anxious for an elec- 
tion,” he said. “If they are 
not prepared, they should 
have indicated earlier so 
that wc could put off the 
election. 

“But when you are not 
prepared, don’t throw the 
spanner into the works 
and spoil everything for 
others.” 

Speaking to reporters 
after opening the Inter- 
national Seminar on Pri- 
mary Commodities at 
the Shangri-La hotel, Dr 
Mahathir said as far as 

tion wanted to get the 
election over with. l 

“Why is the DAP trying 
to find all kinds of ex- 
cuses to put off the elec- 
tion? 

“We have given them 
ample time to prepare, 
All this time they have\ 
been talking about the 
election, I thought they 
were prepared; so we 
went ahead and fixed the 
date for the dissolution of 
Parliament.” 

He said the DAP should 
withdraw if it was afraid 
to contest. 

Contravened 
In its application to the 

High Court, the DAP 
asked for an injunction to 
restrain the Elections 
Commission from ac- 
cepting nominations on 
July 24 and holding elec- 
tions in the Federal Ter- 
ritories and eight other 
States on Aug 2 and 3. 

The application will be 
heard in Justice Datuk 
Harun Hashim’s 
chambers at 9am tomor- 
row. 

DAP secretary-general 
Lim Kit Siang. in his affi- 

PM 
davit, contended that in 
the States where Sunday 
was a public holiday, the 
Commission did not 
comply with the law that 
“four clear days must in- 
tervene the publication of 
the notice of election in a 
major newspaper and 
Nomination Day”. 

He claimed that the 
Commission had contra- 
vened the mandatory 
provisions of the Elec- 
tions (Conduct of Elec- 
tions) Regulations 1981 
and had given less than 
the minimum four clear 
days required. 

The eight States in- 
volved are Penang, 
Perak, Pahang, Selangor, 
Negri Sembilan, Ma- 
lacca, Sabah and Sara- 
wak and the Federal Ter- 
ritories of Kuala Lumpur 
and Labuan. 

Justice Datuk Harun 
fixed the hearing for 
tomorrow after DAP’s 
lawyer, Mr Karpal Singh, 
submitted a certificale of 
urgency. 

The judge also decreed 
that a “short notice” be 
served on the Elections 
Commission. (Normal 
procedures are waived 

when serving a short no- 
tice in view of the ur- 
gency of the matter). 

After filing the applica- 
tion, Mr Karpal Singh, 
who is also DAP deputy 
chairman, said the sum- 
mons, statement of claim 
and the application for 
injunction were served 
on Senior Federal Coun- 
sel T. Selventhiranathan 
who accepted it on behalf 
of the Government. 

Burden 
In an affidavit filed in 

support of the applica- 
tion, Mr Llm Kit Siang 
said the Elections Com- 
mission published a no- 
tice in the Utusan MaZay- 
sia on July 19 pursuant to 
regulation 3 (1) and (2) of 
the Elections (Conduct of 
Elections) Regulations 
1981 specifying nomina- 
tion day to be July 24, 
1986 and polling day to be 
Aug 2 and 3,1986. 

Mr Lim contended that 
the dates of the notice 
(July 19) and nomination 
day (July 24) were ex- 
cluded as required by 
law. Under Section 54 (1) 
(d) of the Interpretation 
Act 1967. Juli 20 (a Sun- 
day) was also excluded. 

“Thus, there has only 
been three clear days no- 
tice which is insufficient 
in law for the purposes of 
Regulation 3(l) of the 
Elections (Conduct of 
Elections) Regulations 
1931 Elections (Conduct 
of Elections) Regulations 
1981. 

“The basic pre-requi- 
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site for the carrying out 
of a general election for 
parliamentary and State 
constituencies in the 
Federal Territories and 
the eight States has not 
been met and, therefore, 
the Elections Commis- 
sion cannot lawfully 
carry out elections in the 
consjltuencles in the 
areas. 

“Allowing less than the 
minimum period of four 
days means placing a 
heavy burden on prospeq 
tive candidates who have 
to procure deposlts of 
$5,000 and $3,000 for par- 
liamentary and State 
constituencies respecti; 
vely and to procure elec- 
toral rolls and seek pro- 
posers and seconders,” he 
said in his affidavit. 

He said the very exer; 
cise of accepting nomina- 
tions and holding the 
elections would be a 
sheer waste of money in 
view of the strong proba- 
bility that it would later 
be held that the accep 
tance of nominations and 
the elections were null 
and void. 

Meanwhile. Mr Karpal 
Singh said the DAP &ll 
file another application 
in the High Court tomop 
row to restrain the Elec- 
tion Commission from 
holding the State eles- 
tions in Perak. 

He said the notice of 
election published in a 
,maior newsnaper as re- 
quired by Se%on 3 (2) of 
the Elections (Conduct of 
Elections) Regulationj! 
1981 “was defective”. ._,, 

He said the notice 
which was published in 
the Utusan MaIu%ia on 
July 19. did not give the 
date the Perak State As 
semblv was dissol ued. 

He added the notice 
only stated that the A& 
sembly was dissolved in 
July. 

In Ipoh, the SDP filed 
an ex-parte application 
in the High Court today 
seeking G injunction to 
restrain the secretary of 
the Election Commission 
from raising the deposit8 
for State Assembly and 
parliamentary &andu 
dates. 

The application filed 
by SDP committee 
member Low Kui Slang 
seeks to restrain Haji Ab- 
dul Rashid Haji Abdul 
Rahman from demand- 
ing the deposit of 33,0($ 
from State Assembly 
candidates and $S,OO”O 
from parliamentary can- 
didates on the grounds 
that it is unconstitutional 
and an abuse of power. 

He is seekine: alternati- 
vely, a maniatory in- 
iunction ordering Haji 
Abdul Rashid to collect 
the previous sum of $500 
and $1.000 for State As- 
sembly and parliamen- 
tary candidates respecti- 
vely. 

In his statement of 
claim. Mr Low. who has 
been selected by the SDP 
to be a candidate, said the 
increase in the deposit 
was unconstitutional as it 
was contrary to Article 
8(i) of the Federal Con- 
stitution which states 
that “all persons ark 
equal before the law and 
entitled to the equal pro- 
tection of the law”. 

Mr Low said because Of 
the increase in deposit he 
was now unable to offer 
himself as a candidate on 
nomination day on July 
24. 

The applicatton will be 
heard tomorrow mar--, 
inp. 
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