MAHATHIR-COMMONWEALTH D
KUALA LUMPUR» JULY 23 (BERNAMAY -- DATUK SERI MAHATHIR =~
_g%gﬂgﬁQ,IODAY CALLED ON OTHER MEMBERS HE COMMONWEALTH TO JOIN IN
BOYCOTT OF THE COMMONWEALTH GAMES SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN
EDINBURGH TOMORROW. |

+IT WQULD NOT LOCK GOOD IF PEOPLE THINK THAT COLOUR AFFECTS. OUR
THINKING IN THE COMMONWEALTH,+ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IN HIS REPLY
TO HIS CANADIAN COUNTERPART: ENCIK BRIAN MULRONEY: WHO HAS SENT
MESSAGES TG ALL THE COMMONWEALTH LEADERS SEEKING THEIR COUNTRIES’
FULL PARTICIPATION IN THE GAMES. |

GATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR'S REPLY WAS SENT 8Y WISMA PUTRA THROUGH
THE CANADIAN HIGH COMISSIGN HERE YESTERDAY.

HE TOLD HIS COUNTERPART THAT MALAYSIA’S DECISION TQ BOYCOTT THE
GAMES AND THE ARTS FESTIVAL WAS TAKEN IN VIEW OF THE UNYIELDING
STAND BY PUAN THATCHER'S GOVERNMENT ON THE IMPOSITION OF ECONOMIC
SANCTIONS AGAINST THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME.

+MALAYSIA’S BOYCOTT 15 IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE OTHER COMMONWEALTH
MEMBERS:+ HE SAID. SO FAR., 30 MEMBER COUNTRIES HAD DECIDED TO
BOYCOGTT THE GAMES, THE 13TH IN THE SERIES. -- MORE (ENDS CORRECTED
RPTN) o
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‘DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT DESPITE THE OBVIOUS DESIRE OF
_ALMOST" ALL. ‘COMMONWEAL TH COUNTRIES TO APPLY SANCTLONS: +I CANNOT
.UN&ERSTAND HOW BRITAIN ALONE CAN INSIST ON HAVING HER WAY.+ .

» ‘HE SAID HE DID NOT SUBSCRIBE TO THE IDEA OF THE CONHONNERLTH -]
EHINENT PERSONS GROUP (EPG) AS HE WAS NOT PRESENT WHEN THE DECISION
TO SEND THE GROUP ON A SIX-MONTH MISSION TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGION
WAS MADE DURING A WEEKEND ' RETREAT OF THE COMMONWEALTH SUMMIT IN
EAHAMAS LAST YEAR.

THAT DECISION REPRESENTED A PARTIAL .VICTORY FOR PUAN THATCHER
WHO OPPOSED ECONOMIC SANCTIONS: | : ,

DURING THE CONFERENCE: COMMONWEALTH LEADERS HAD ARGUED THAT
COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC SANTIONSs WITH BRITISH PARTICIPATIONy WERE
TRE ONLY WAY OF PUSHING SOUTH AFRICA TOWARDE MAJORITY RULE.

+MY STAND WAE MADE CLEAR IN A LETTER TO OTHER HEADS OF
QOVERNMENT IN BAHAMAS. I AM NOT AT ALL SURPRISED OVER THE FAILURE OF
THE GROUP OR THEIR SUBSEQUENT RECONMENDATIONS + HE SAID. -- MORE
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THE EPG'S REPORT ON ITS SIX-MONTH MISSION IN THE SOUTHERN
AFRICAN REGION WILL BE DISCUSSED BY SEVEN COMMONWEALTH LEADERb AT &
MEETING IN LONDON EARLY NEXT MCNTH.

THE 116-PAGE REPORT OF THE MISSICN- CO-CHAIRED BY AUSTRALIA'S
FORMER PRIME MINISTER MALCCLM FRASER AMD RETIRED NIGERIAN PRESIDENT
OLUSEGUN ORASANIG: WAS OFFICIALLY RELEASED LAST MONTH.

IT STOPPED SHORT OF DEMANDING FULL SANCTIONS AND LEFT THE
RUESTION FCR GOVERNMENT LEADERS TO DECICE.

COMMONWEALTH LEADERS HAVE GIVEN SOUTH AFRICA SIX MUNTHE 7o
DISMANTLE APARTHEID OR FACE ECONOMIC SANFTIanv-AT LEAST BY ITE
MEMBERS. -~ BERNAMA
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