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KvAc;i gj~&&* - The 
fight against fanaticism and extre- 
mism, promotion of national unity, 
eradication of poverty and freedom 
of worship - this is the thrust of the 
13-point Barisan Nasional mani- 
festo unveiled by R&.&._~~r.~.._D_r 
@l&&U~__Mabamad, today. 

1 
The manifesto, with the slogan “The Peo- 

ple’s Champion,” also pledges to provide 
more education opportunities and gives an 
assurance that Chinese and Tamil medium 
schools will be allowed to continue, more 
low-cost houses will be built and jobs pro- 
vided. 

Foreigners will not be employed at the ex- 
pense of Malaysians and all illegal immigrants 
will be deported. 

The Barisan has a tradition of protecting the 
people, regardless of their social standing, and 
it is the only coalition which is sincere in pro- 
moting peace and unity among the races. 

Its long record of this is proof that it is the 
1 “champion of the people”. 

The other pledges in the manifesto are: 
0 Culture: Evolution of a Malaysian culture 

without eliminating the culture of any com- 
munity; 

0 A liberal, moderate and tolerant society: 
The people will be free to act according to their 
conscience, need and aspirations; 

0 A democratic society: Guaranteeing the 
i freedom of the people; 

e Social justice: Po- 
verty and inequalities 
among the people will 
continue to be redressed; 

0 National pride and 
foreign policy: It will 
seek to command the re- 
spect of other nations and 
stand up for its rights; 

0 Balanced develop- 
ment: Encourage heavy, 
medium and light indus- 
tries without neglecting 
the agricultural sector. 

Leaders of the Barisan 
component parties were 
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“I am confident that 
the rakyat will under- 
stand the Barisan’s 
aspiration to serve them 
again. 

i “I am also CC nfident 
that the people %ill sup 
port the Barisan and re- 
turn it with a two-thirds 
majority for the well-be- 
ing of all.” 

Several Opposition 
parties have tried to form 
a pact like the Barisan’s 
but they are doing it just 
for the polls. 

The Alliance and now 
the Barisan has had a 
coalition since 1951 but 
the opposition parties 
only get together during 
elections. 

“If there are other coa- 
litions that are now 
saying they will protect 
the people, they are only 
doing so for the elections 
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ad cannot be trusted.” 
“What sort of coalition 

is it when all the mem- 
bers conteet for the same 
seats?” 

As the people’s repre- 
sentative, the Bartsan’s 
promise to preserve na- 
tional unity is more 
meaningful. 

“In truth. the other nar- 
ties are not at all interest- 
ed in national unity. That 
is why, after the elec- 
tions, these parties create 
issues to cause disunity 
among the communi- 
ties.” 

Pas cannot unite the 
Muslims because it has 
labelled certain Muslims 
as kafir (infidels) and 
prevented them from 
mingling with others in 
the community. 

Unlike the Opposition, 
the Bar&an places im- 
portance on peace, unity 
and the well-being of the 
people, said Dr Mahathlr. 
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