
Pivi to Chinese: Govt 
needs Koh~ibiif#!&back 

KI:C:IlING. Wed ~- I)atuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad sad ‘fodav that Chinese 
eduwtiwlsts would lose out’lf voters in the 
7‘an:ung parlmmentary constituency vote 
m I):,P secretary-general Lnn Kit Siang n- 
stead of liar~san Nasnmal’s Hr Ktrh Tsu 
Koon 

The Premwr said I)r Koh‘s presence m 
the (;overnment “1s absolutely essential for 
us to Ret the feedback and views from the 
C‘hmese educatlonists.” 

ile said the .Government depended on 
Chmese cducdtionlsts like Dr Koh and Ger- 
akan secxtary-general Kerk Choo Ting for 
feedback. 

“If Tsu Koon IS out and Kit Siang is in, the 
Chinese educatmnists will he represented 
by a man who keeps shouting and maybe 
curses us. And that kind of thing IS not go- 
mg to get a posnlve reactwn (from the Go- 
vernment).” he told reporters at the end of 
a one-day v!slt to Sarawak this morning. 

IIr Mahathlr said it would he to the advan- 
tage of C’hlnese educatmnists and voters in 
Tanjung, In partxxlar.‘to have Dr Koh in 

Parli&nent. 
“If Tsu Koon is elected, he will have the 

ear of the Government and can’mfluence 
the thinking and the action (of the Govern- 
mentj. 

“It is really a chorce for the Chinese com- 
munity in Tanjung and I think they will be 
making a bin mmtake to tender to Kit 
Snmg‘s ego. 

“If he wants to have a vome m Parlia- 
ment, he could very easily win if he stood in 
his old constituency (Kota Meiaka). Just be- 
cause he doesn’t like Koh Tsu Koon doesn’t 
mean he should try to unseat Tsu Koon. 

“I don’t think Koh Tsu Koon will be very 
effective as a Senator. Senators don’t add 
very much we don’t lmten very much (to 
them) because they are nobody. They can 
give them opinion in the Senate and that’s 
about all ” he said. 

He wa.; referring to HAP claims that even 
if Dr Koh lost. he could be appointed a Sena- 
tor while a loss for Mr Lim would mean that 
he would he deprived of a say in Parlia- 
ment. 
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