
Iff’ji@;wiNEED FOR RADICAL 

KC.~I,I~ J<ChlPL’K ‘rue< ~~~ 
There must be a “radical 
change” in attitude among 
some Commonwealth mrrrr- 
ber cwntrw~ If the organi- 
sawn 1s to survive and re- 
main mranlnpful. Datuk 
;$J&I$ahathx hlohamad 

Alternatively. the Prime 
Minister said, the Common- 
wealth should be declared a 
“social ciub of English- 
speaking ex-colonies.” 

“The Commonwealth 
should not he just a com- 
fortable old boys club The 
founder members must ex- 
hilxt their belief m its TUI- 
son d’etrr by not forsaking 
the Commonwealth when- 
ever it becomes embarrass- 
mg or it obstructs their eco- 
nomic interest 

“If they do ttns. they cam 
not really expect the new 
members to go on subscrib- 
ing to the i&als and spirit 
of the Commonwealth.” he 
said when oDenina’ the 
meeting of Coinmomi~ealth 
Soeakers and Presidme Of- 
fccers Standing Comtiittee 
at Parliament House. 

Dr Mahattnr said that it 
was the disillusionment 
caused by the actions of se- 
nior Commonwealth 
members that has prompt- 
ed Malaysia to institute a 
very careful study of the 
Commonwealth and its 
membership m the organs- 
sation. 

“From where we are we 
see the Commonwealth hav- 
ing everything except 
wealth that is common to all 
its members. 

“The wealth is, in fact, 
confined to a very few of 
us. We need not go into his- 
tory and recriminate. 

there any reason 
nnot help those of 
re in dire need? 

Should we ignore their cries 
for help s<mply because 
economic considerations 
demand that we help the op- 
pressor against the op- 
pressed? 

“Should we forsake them 
because we have found new 
friends and formed new as- 
sociations?” he said. 

Last July, Malaysia was 
the first member country 
outside the African conti- 
nent to boycott the Com- 
monwealth Games in Edin- 

burgh in 
P 

rotest against 
Britam’s re uctance to im- 
pose economic sanctions on 
the South African reelme 
for its apartheld policy.- 

Following that, Dr Ma- 
hathir announced last Sep- 
tember that the Govern- 
ment would study in detail 
the Commonwealth to as- 
certain the benefits of be- 
ing a member. 

Malaysia plays host to the 
Commonwealth Parliamen- 
tary Association (CPA) con- 
ference this August. 

C’WEALTH : 
He said generally. what 

was jnslbted upon by ihe 
rich and powerful as the 
“norms” fur mternationa! 

Dr Mahathir said: “It (re- 
ferring to Malaysia playing 
hostj should not be taken as 
a measure of our commit- 
ment to the Commonwealth 
concept. 

“We maintain an open 
mind while we do our as- 

sessment of the Common- 
wealth. 

“Nevertheless, we pray 
and hone that we will be 
convinced that the Corn- 
monwealth amounts to 
something - that wealth 

should indeed be shared 
and common 

“We are not asking for re- 
distribution of the spoils. 
But we do ask that no one 
take unjustified negative 
steps which will impoverish 
further the already poor.” 

The Prime Minister point- 
ed out that the changed 
world scenario today de- 
mands that the Common- 
wealth adjusts itself to this 
new environment 

Dr Mahathir said the in- 
ability to do so might result 

weak count&s. have con- 
stantlv been ~lolated by the 
strong as soon as the weak 
learns to benefit from these 
?x~rms ” 

These “self rlghteouq” 
countries condemn dls- 
crunmatlon in other cour,~ 
tr1e.r but they themselves 
pracrlsrd the most t&rant 
dlscrlmlnarmn. hr said 

“They demand rights for 
mrnorrtles and rxes rn oth- 
er count~res wtuch they are 
nor prepared to give to semi- 
lar rnmorltles in their own. 

“And they cont!nur)uslv 
lnstlgate and encourage 
protest and disorder which 
they are not prepared to tol- 
erate m their own coun- 
tries ” he said. 

Thk Prime Mmlster said 
one could not help but con- 
clude that the mdustrlalised 
countries were dehberately 
denying the developing na- 
tions equitable particlpa- 
tion on the world’s trade. 

“The Commonwealth may 
symbohse the end of politi- 
cal imperialism but there is 
reason to believe that the 
old imperialist nations have 
found a substitute in eco- 
nomic imperlallsm.” Dr 
Mahathir added. 

The week-long meeting is 
attended by Speakers, Dep- 
uty Speakers and Presiding 
Officers of Commonwealth 
countries Including Britam. 
Austraha. the Bahamas, 
Canada, India, Malawi and 
Zimbabwe. 
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