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Mahathir hits 
at critics 
Prime mirG3r compares critics 
with urban guerillas 

By Suhalni Aznam In Kuala Lumpur 

P rime Minister Datuk Seri Mahathir 
Mohamad’s simmering irritation 

with his detractors spilled over on 21 
December, when he addressed a 4,000- 
strong indoor rally on majority versus 
minority rights, lashing out at “intellec- 
tual elites” and individuals who used 
their organisations to build up a per- 
sonal power base. 

Mahathir’s exasperation with volun- 
tary groups - and their leaders - 
turned into open confrontation on 10 
December when he challenged groups 
aspiring to power to openly register 
themselves as political parties. Four 
days later, Federal Territory Minister 
Datuk Abu Hassan Omar named five of 
these groups (REVIEW, 1 Jan.) - Ali- 
ran, the Consumers’ Association of 
Penang, the Environmental Protection 
Society of Malaysia, the Selangor 
Graduates Society and the Bar Council 
- and the debate over definitions of 
democracy picked up. 

The Mahathir rally, organised by the 
nine-day-old Action Group to Uphold 
Democratic Principles, was thus a re- 
buttle to weeks of more spontaneous 
gatherings and public lectures on demo- 
cracy and citizens’ rights by public ac- 
tivists. The Action Group comprises h4 
trade associations and guilds, mostly 
from the federal territory. Its president 
Mochnmad Izat Emir, chairman of the 
Federal Territory Malay Chamber of 
Commerce, is widely identified as pro- 
United Malays Nattonal Organisation 
(Umno), though hc denies that hc sup- 
ports any olitician. 

The ra ly, complete with the singing P 
of patriotic songs and the national an- 
them, was held at the Putra World 
Trade Centre owned hv Umno. the do- 
minant party in the National Front coal- 
ition govcrnmnt, of which Mahathir is 
president. 

“The majority must res ect the right 
of the minority to voice t 1. etr opinions 
but the majority must not be forced to 
accept minority views,” said Mahathir. 
opening his 4%minute lecture on demo- 
cracy. The National Front’government 
had held elections a whole year heforc 
its term of office expired, during reces- 
sion. confounding predictions that it 
would fall, he reminded his audience. 
Its victory proved that the majority sup- 
ported the National Front government. 

Yet his critics refused to accept this 
gracefully, he said. Repeatedly, 
Mahathir described their “evil intent” 
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rc;rlI>cd how >criously he ;~ppcaI-ed to 
I.Ihc rcccnt criticisms levelled against 

panesr Red Army, he said. 
This had already taken root here, 

IIIC N;~t~onal l:runt, a phenomenon that Mahathir added, citing the Memali inci- 
c\c.rldtcd brlorc the August general dent where armed villagers-followers 
clccIIuns, then lcll quiet bum has of late of a religious leader from the opposition 
rcvlvcd. Parti Islam - had clashed with police in 

I<clerI~ng to the group5 he SC’s a5 the 
qp~~\~t~on, he Saud: “Just because they 

November 19X5. This haypcned bc- 
cause a minority had lost through demo- 

~c)n4rI- themsclvcs more clever than cratic elections, so resorted to force 
cjrdinary citizens, (thry thinkjothersare “hoping that arms would help them top- 
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clarcd. “In their minds, only they are 
clcvcr.” Acknowledging that many citi- 
Lcnh werr not as educated as these pub- 
IIc activ~sls, this did not rncan that 
olhcr$ should jusl surrender their 
rl)$ll4. hc saKl I<) appluusc. 

DIsnussIng opposition to the re- 
ccntly arncndcd and btrcngthcncd Ofl’i- 
cial Sccreth Act (USA), Mahathir coun- 
tercd that the VCI-y!act that an anti-OSA 
c’Wl~Xll~l1 CXi.\lCd and JItcciVcd press 
covcrag<, proved that democracy was 
alive. unlike in some countries “where 
,~nyonc who spc‘akh ;+nst the govern- 
ment will bc thrown m prison.” 

“But they xc still lrcc to travel all 
over, to attack the government, to slan- 
&I- dnd Iic all the linic!” he declared to 
stray shouts of “ill-rest them” horn sup- 
portcI5. 

‘l’hcsc “frustrated” groups had intlu- 
~rl~ccl L’crtam pcI+ whom they drag- 
gcd around to make spcechcs, “like par- 
rot5 who qzak well” but without com- 
pi-chcnslon, hc said. (A likely target of 
hi5 s;Lr cii5ni, Io,rmer auditor-~ciieral 
‘l‘an Sri Ahmad ‘Noordin Zakarla, now 
Icading lhc I~ieCdoin 01 Information 
Muvcment, replied the next day that 
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