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KUALA KUBU BAHARU,» MARCH 1?”(BERNAHA) ~~ PRIME MINISTER (DATUK
SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD. SAID TODAY THE GOVERNMENT CAN ALLO HER

GUARTERS TO HAVE ACCESS TO CABINET DOCUMENTS ON MAMMOTH PROJECTS
SUCH AS THE PULAU PINANG BRIDGE IF THIS 1S CONSIDERED NECESSARY.

HE SAID THIS TO REPORTERS AFTER OPENING THE ULU SELANGOR UMNO
DIVISION DELEGATES MEETING HMERE WHEN ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE
STATEMENT BY UMNO DEPUTY PRESIDENT DATUK MUSA HITAM THAT THE
GOVERNMENT HAD FAILED 7O PROVIDE THE FINER DETAILS OF COST~-INTENSIVE
PROJECTS TO UMNO.

THE PROJECTS INCLUDE THE PULAU PINANG BRIDGEs DAYABUMI COMPLEX,

PROTON SAGA AND PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN BY THE HEAVY INDUSTRIES
CORPORATION OF MALAYSIA (HICOM).
* THE PRIME MINISTER» WHO IS ALSO UMNO PRESIDENT, SAID DATA ON THE
PROJECTS WERE WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND IT COULD MAKE EXEMPTIONS FROM
THE OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT (0SA) IF 1T WAS NECESSARY FOR THE PEOPLE TO
KNOW ABOUT SUCH PROJECTS IN GREATER DETAIL.

+THE RECORDS CAN BE HANDED OVER TO ALL QUARTERS CONCERNED TO BE
READ FROM BEGINNING TO END» IF 1T IS THOUGHT THE GOVERNMENT HAD DONE

SOMETHING IRREGULARs SO THAT THEY CAN GET THE CORRECT PICTURE++ HE
SAID. -~ MORE
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WITH THISy» THOSE WHO READ THE DOCUMENTS COULD KNOW WHO ATTENDED
THE MEETINGS ON THE PROJECTS AND WHAT DECISIONS WERE TAKEN,

THE RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS COULD BE EXEMPTED FROM 08A COVERAGE AG
THEY WERE NOT RELATED TO THE SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. FURTHERMORE,
NOT ALL CABINET AND NATIONAL ACTION COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES WERE
CLASSIFIED AS MAJOR SECRETS.

ON ALLEGATIONS AND RUMOURS: ABOUT FINANCE MINISTER DAIM ZAINUDDIN
BEING CORRUPTEDy DATUK SBERI DR MAHATHIR SAID HE WAS PREPARED TO NOT
ONLY INVESTIGATE BUT ALBO TAKE ACTION AGAINBT THE MINIBYER IF THERE
WAS PROOF OF THE CLAIMS.

+1 WANT TO SEE THE EVIDENCE. IT IE EASY TO ACCUSE BOMEONE OF
CORRUPTION»+ HE SAILD.

+THE PEOPLE MAKING THE ACCUSATION HOWEVER MUST BE PREPARED TO
BERVE AS WITNESSES AND FURNIBH PROOF AND IF 15 FOUND THE ALLEGATIONS
ARE UNTRUE+ THEY WILL BE CHARGED WITH PERJURY B0 AS TO BE FAIR TO
BOTH BLIDES,+ =~ MORE
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ON THE PROPOSAL THAT TOP UMNO LEADERE CONTESBTING IN THE SUPREME
COUNCIL ELECTIONS NEXT MONTH COME T0O A COMPROMIBE 80 AB TO AVOID A
SPLIT IN THE RANKEy HE SAIDY +1 DO NOT KNOW WHAT 18 MEANT BY THE
COMPROMIBE ., +

+DOES IT MEAN WE MUST HAVE TWO PARTY PRESIDENTS AND THREE DEPUTY
PRESIDENTB7+ HE ABKED,

IF THERE WERE THREE- DEPUTY PRESIDENTS, WHICH SHOULD SUCCEED THE
PRESIDENT IF THE POST FELL VACANT? HE WONDERED.

AND WHEN UMNO HAD MORE THAN ONE DEPUTY PRESIDENT BECOMING DEPUTY
PRIME MINISTER: OTHER COMPONENT PARTIES IN THE BARIGAN NASIONAL
WOULD ASK FOR THE SBAME FOR THEMSELVES, HE SAID.

ASKED HIB VIEWS ON THE CAMPAIGNING FOR THE PARTY CENTRAL v
LEADERSHIP ELECTIONS THIS TIME AROUNDs DATUK SERI DR MAMATHIR ZALlD
IT SHOULD BE CONDUCTED IN A FRIENDLY WAY AS BEFITTING OF MEMBERS OF
+ONE -BIG FAMILY .+

ON HIS PARTY PRESIDENT POSTs HE SAID IF THE POST WAS CONTESTED.
IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE WIN BY A CONVINCING
MAJORITY. -~ MORE
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ASKED WHY THE RECENT UMNC SUPREME COUNCIL MEETING LASTED ONLY
HALF AN HOUR. HE EXPLAINED THERE WERE NOT MANY MATTERS FOR
DISCUSSION AND IT WAS CONSIDERED THAT IT WOULD BE BEST IF PARTY
ELECTIONS ISSUES WERE NOT DISCUSSED.

HOWEVERy THE SUPREME COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE ALLOWED TO
RAISE ANY MATTER IF THEY WANTED BUT NONE TOOK THIS OPPORTUNITY.

ON THE UPCOMING SARAWAK STATE ELECTIONSs DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR»
WHEN ASKED WHETHER FEDERAL MINISTERS WOULD BE ASSISTING THE STATE
BARISAN NASIONAL IN THE CAMPAIGNING, REPLIED IT ALL DEPENDED ON
WHETHER THE ELECTION WAS ONE BETWEEN BARISAN NASIONAL AND OTHER
QUARTERS,

HE SAID THAT FOR THE MOMENT,» 1T WAS DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO¢KNOW
WHAT SITUATION WOULD PREVAIL DURING THE ELECTION.

ASKED WHETHER THE BARISAN NASIONAL SUPREME COUNCIL WOULD MEET
OVER THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE STATEs HE SAID THE MEETING WOULD
BE HELD WHEN +A CLEARER PICTURE EMERGES.+ -- BERNAMA
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