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flOHAtlAD TODAY REMINDED UH Nt 
EERNAM J A- DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR !i9s, 

?lEHSERS !$I TO CONTEST FOR KEY-POSTS 
I+d-FFiE PARTY NOT TO USE DEMOCRACY ASiTHE SOLE REASON FOR DOING SO. 

THE PRIME MINISTER AND UMNO PRESIDENT SAID THAT A DEHOCRATlC 
SYSTEM PROVIDED FOR CONTESTS FOR ANY’POSTS BUT THOSE CONCERNED 
SHOULD REFRAlN FROM CONTESTXNC FOR POSTS IF THEY REALISED THAT THEIR 
MOVE WOULD NOT BENEFIT THE PARTY, 

OPENING THE DELEGATES MEETING OF THE ALOR GAJAH UMNO DIVISION 
HERE* HE SAID THAT PARTY MEMBERS MUST BUT THE INTERESTS QF THE 
PARTY? NATION* RELIGIr)N AND RACE ABOVE ALL ELSE WHEN THINKING ABOUT 
CONTESTING FQR ANY POST, 

+IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT IF THERE IS NO CONTEST THERE IS NO 
DEMOCRACY. IF HAVING A CONTEBT WILL SE NOT BENEFXCIALt WHAT 15 THE 
USE OF CONTESTING?+ HE ASKED. 

+ONE SHOULD NOT9 MERELY BECAUGE OF HIGH AMBITIONS~ DECIDE TO 
C’JNTEST,,+ HE ADDED. 9.. MORE 
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MAHAYHZR SAID THAT DEr?rOCRAC’t GOULD BE LIKENED TO A 
NOT ONby COULD BE USED Y-0 CUT OVY FSEAUT16FUL SHAPES 

BELONGED TO ALL MFMBERi$, 
-a 

THE F?RXME MlNXStLR SAJD THAT IF i4E GAMPATG~ERI IT WAS XN THE 
PARTY’6 LNTERES’T ANR NOT IJECAUBE HE lJANPED T0 REMAIN PRESIDENT AS 1-r 
WAS UflNiJ THAT eoic~lrl,o;, DETERMINE THE FUTURE OF THE MALAYS AND OTHER 
CZTLZENS, -9 MOl9E 
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+UMNO’S STRUGGLE WILL BE MEANINGLESS IF I REACH THE SKY WHILE 
THE PEOPLE KEEP CLOSE TO THE GROUND*+ HE SAID. 

HE STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE FOR UMNO MEMBERS TO SUPPORT THEIR 
LEADERS AT ALL LEVELSI,REGARDLESS OF WHO THE LEADERS WERE. 

+WHEN DATUK (NOW TUN) HUSSEIN ONN WAS PRIME MINISTER3 THERE WERE 
MANY OF HIS ACTIONS THAT I DID NOT AGREE WITH BUT I DID NOT SAY THIS 
IN PUBLIC BECAUSE MY RESPONSIBILITY WAS TO ENSURE THAT HE HAD loo 
PERCENT SUPPORT FROM PARTY MEMBERS,+ HE SAID. 

HE SAID THE SUPPORT WAS GIVEN NOT BECAUSE HIS LEADER WAS TUN 
HUSSEIN BUT BECAUSE OF UMNO. 

HE ALSO SAID THAT THE LATE TUN ABDUL RAZAKr WHEN HE WAS DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER, DII! NOT AGREE WITH SEVERAL ACTIONS OF FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN BUT TUN RAZAK ALSO DID NOT MAKE THIS 
PUBLIC.’ d- MORE 
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+TUN RAZAK DID NOT ANNOUNCE TO THE PEOPLE BECAUSE THIS WAS 
CONTRARY TO OUR CUSTOMS AN5 WOULD WEAKEN THE TUNKU UNTIL HE COULD 
NOT DO ANYTHING AND N’2T EE RESPECTED . . . THE LOSER WOULD HAVE BEEN 

UMNO ITSELF,+ HE SAID. 
DATUK SERI UR MAHATHIR ALSO SAID THERE WERE ACTIONS BY CERTAIN 

PARTY LEADERS WHO +TIED DOWN+ THEIR SUPPORTERS BY INSTIGATING THEM 

T0 HAVE HATRED FOR THEiR RIVALS. 
HE REGRETTED THAT THERE WERE MEMBERS WHO PUT ON +SOUR FACES+ AND 

REFUSED TO GREET ONE ANOTHER. 
EVEN IF THERE WAS DTSAGREEMENT? IT WAS BETTER TO RESOLVE MATTE52 

IN THE SPIRIT OF SOLIDARITY AS FEELING 5 OF HATRED WOULD COLOUR ONE; S 

JIEWS UNTIL ONE WAS NOT ABLE TO SEE THE GO00 IN THE OTHER PERSON, HE 
SAID. -- BERNAMA 
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