
THERE never was an article in a for- 
eign magazine describing Datuk Seri 
QrLMah&hir Mohamad as one of the 
wealthiest Prime Ministers in the 
world. 

This &elaimer by the publishers 
of Fortune Magazine was conveyed 
to the Malaysian Government in ate- 
legram two days ago. 

Deputy Home Affairs Minister Da- 
tuk Megat Junid Megat Ayub told 
The Malay Mail yesterday the ru- 
mours alleging the publication of the 
article were spread by irresponsible 
people out to discredit Malaysian 
leaders. 

This was done through nolson-nen 
letters which stated Ihat Dr kal 
hathir has vast wealth in the form of 
bank deposits and property outside 
the countrv. 

Speaking to the Malay Mail in 
Parliament House where he was at- 
tending yesterday’s session. Datuk 
Megat Junid said the rumours start- 
ed surfacing early last year. 

“We at first ignored the rumours 
because they are totally untrue and 

created by people against the Prime 
Minister and his Government,” he 
said. 

“But when we came across noison- 
pen letters which tried to convince 
the people that the article was true 
and did appear, the Ministry decided 
to act. 

“We contacted the publisher of For- 
tune Magazine which is published in 
the United States and distributed 
world-wide to find out whether there 
ever was such an article.” 

“Only yesterday (Sunday), I re- 
ceived a telegram from the pub- 
lishers which said there was absolu- 
tely no truth in the said allegations 
and rumours.” 

Datuk Megat Junid said the pub- 
lishers expressed concern over the 
rumours and described them as to- 
tally malicious. 

He said the publishers had stated 
that such rumours will also affect the 
credibility of the magazine which is 
reputed for being accurate and objec- 
tive. 
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