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JITRA, MARCH 2 8 CBERNAMA) -- ‘PRIME MINISTER AND UMNO PRESIDENT 

DpTUK SFRf bR MA&-JJylIR MDHAMAD TODAY WARNEO HE WILL PUT UP A FIGHT 

IF CHALLENGED A,ND FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM HIS POST. 
DESCRIBING THOSE WHO CRITICISED THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT AS J 

+iEADERS WHO WANT POSITION FOR THEIR OWN BENEFIT+? HE AGAIN 
EMPHASISED HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES IN TrlE PRESENT LEADERSHIP WOULD 

RETIRE WHEN THE TIME CAME. 
+HOWEVER, WHEN i AM CHALLENGED AND FORCED TO STEP DOWN, I WILL 

FIGHT AND NOT TOLERATE ITY+ HE SAID WHEN OPENING THE tiUBANG /PASU 
UMNO DIVISXON DELEGATES MEETING AT THE SEKOLAH MENENGAH JLTRA HERE. 

DATUK SERI. D2 MAHATHIR‘SAXD ANYONE ASPIRXNG TO TAKE OVER TOP 
POSTS IN UMNO AND THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE Pt%TIENT AND ADHERE TO THE 

TUADITIONS OF THE MALAYS. 
THE HISTORY OF 1-kiE NATION’S LEAQERSHiP ST.NC E THE TIME UF TUNKU 

ABDUL RAHMAN UP TO TUN HUSSEIN ONN SHOlnlED N;, 13XE f4AD TRIED TO TOPPLE 
kNiiThER7 HE SAPii. -- MORE 
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+THE LATE TWN RAZAK WAITED PATIENTLY FOR 33 YEARS TO BECOME THE 
Fd.TME MYNPSTER 7 TUN HUSSEIN ONN DID NOT TOPPLE TUN RAZAK AND 1 
MYSELF t4AD NEVER TRXED TO TOPPLE TUN HUSSEIN TO BECOME THE PRIME 

. MIiNXSTEH,+ HE SAID. 

-tWHEN : WAS THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER5 
1 e;AS PREPARED 

I ALWAYS TOLD TUN HUSSEIN 

TO fi:c, 
TO SHOULDER THE DUTIES HE NAS UNABLE TO PERFORM DUE 

HE.4ii’d. + 
JATUri SE!?1 DA MAHATHIR ALSO REITERATED HE WAS PUZZLED WHY SOME 

Vhf\;0 LEADERS WERE STIGL SPREADING ALLEGATIONS OF HIM BEING THE 
iiTC9EST PXI??E .M.INISTER IN THE WORLD. 

tiE SAID :iE %AS IN THE PARTY TO SERVE NOT HiS OWN INTERESTS BUT 
7 il E &jTEREzT”; C,P L d. THE f\lATION a 

r:iP.Tilt( SER;x L?!? MAHATHIR THEN CHALLENGED THOSE ACCUSING HIM OF 
aL;1\;G THE FXCHEST PRIME MINISTER IN THE WORLD TO SUBSTANTIATE THEIR 
kh?-i.bhTiC;N k;TT> HARD PROOF. -- MORE 
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1.J h s* ’ p 1,’ i.( L; 2 2 1 T‘:i MAHATHIR SLAMMED CERTAIN QUARTERS HE SAID HAD ..i . 
E?‘./?~.4;1-‘;&iED (;N 9 CAMPAIGN ROUND THE COUNTRY TO DISCREDIT THE LEADERSHIP 
AND CRITICISE GOVERNMENf POLICIES. 

ii .c, F’EJEC‘hED CLAIMS THAT UMNO WA S NObJ FACING A LEADERSHIP CRISIS. 
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