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KuabLa LUMPUR, MARCH ZgﬁzBERNAMA) —-- DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD SAIQ TODAY HE IS STILL NOT CERTAIN WHETHER EFFORTS ARE BEING
MADE TO NOhK CGUT A COMPROMISE AMONG UMNO'S +RIG FOQUR+:y WHICH
INCLUDES HIMSELFs+ EXPECTED ToO CONTEST AT THE PARTY'S GENERAL
ASSEMBLY MNEXT MONTH.

HE SAID THAT S0 FAR HE COULD MNOT SEE ANY DEVELCOPMENT OR HOQPE IN
EFFORTS TO WORK OUT SUYCH & COMPROMISE.

SPEAKING TO PEPORTERS AFTER OPENING THE DELEGATEE CONFERENMNCES 0OF
SEVEN FEDERAL TERRITGRY UMMO 0IVISIONS HERE: HE S410 HE ONLY LEARNT
ABOUT THE MATTER FROM THE MNEWSPAPERS.

ASKED WHETHER INFORMATION MIMISTER TENGRU a4HMAD RITHAUDDEEN WaS
ONLY WAITING FOR HIS REPLY OM THE COMPROMISE PEFORE MAKING ANV
ANNOUMNCEMENT: THE PRIME MINICTER SAID THAT S§9 FaR. HE HAD YET TO SEE
ANY INDICATIOM DR HOPE REGARDING THE MATTER.

HOWEVER, HE ADODED THAT IF SUCH EFFORTE WERE PEING MADEs HE HAD

TO FIRST TAKE A& LOOK AT THE FORM OF COMPROMISE MEANT. -- MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO SaID THE PARTY PRESIDENT CoULD BE
CHALLENGED AND THE PRESIDENCY CONTESTED BUT SUCH CONTEST SHOULD BE
CARRIED OUT IN A WAY THAT WOULD MOT CREATE A SPLIT IN THE PARTY.

HE ADDED THAT SLANDEROUS STATEMENTE AND MASTY REMARKS SHOULD NOT
PE MADE AMID THE FERVOUR TO CONTEST BECAUSE THIS WOULD ONLY RESULT
IN LONG DRAWN-OUT MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

THE PRIME MINISTER FELT THAT IT WAS BEST FOR THE PARTY
LEADERSHIP TO BE ELECTED IN TURNS, SAYING EVEN FORMER PRIME MIMISTER
TUN HUSSEIN ONM HAD TO WAIT 413 YEARS BEFORE HE ELECTED UMNO
PRESIDENTY.

ON THE POSSIBILITY OF DEPUTY FRIME MINISTER GHAFAR PARA
CONTESTING THE PARTY DEPUTY PRESIDENCY. HE SAID ENCIK GHAFAR WoULD
CONTEST IF NOMINATED. ' ,

ASKED WHY ENCIk GHAFAR HAD YET To CONFIRM WHICH POST HE WOULD BE
CONTESTING: DATUR SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID CONFIRMATIONS WERE NOT

NECESSARY NOW AND MANY OTHER CAMDIDATES HAD ALSO NOT DONE 80, -- MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID HE WOULD FULLY SUPPORT ENCIK GHAFAR
IN HIS BID FOR THE DEPUTY PRESIDENCY.

ON THE POLITICAL CRISIS IN SARAWAK: HE SAID THE DARISAN NASIONAL
WOULD DISCUSS AT ITS MEETING THE USE OF THE M SvMBoL BY THE
DISPUTING PARTIES INVOLVED IN THE COMING STATE ELECTICN. -- DERNAMA
2R4OMET 2P AT AT
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