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TELOK INTAN: MARCH 22 (BERNAMA) -—~ PRIME MINISTER AND UMNO

PRESIDENT DATUK SERI DR MAHA TODAY EXPRESSED OPEN

SUPPORT FOR DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER GHAFAR BABA TO CONTEST THE PARTY'S
DEPUTY PRESIDENCY AT THE UMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEXT MONTH.

HE SAID THAT ENCIK GHAFAR SHOULD BE ELECTED TO THE UMNO DEPUTY
PRESIDENCY IN LINE WITH HIS POST AS DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER.

ENCIK GHAFAR HAS SO FAR NOT SAID WHETHER HE WILL BE CONTESTING
THE POST.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIRy WHO WAS OPENING THE DELEGATES MEETING OF
THE PASIR SALAK UMNO DIVISION AT THE TOWN HALL HERE: ALSO SPOKE ON
THE LOYALTY SHOWN BY ENCIK GHAFAR BOTH IN AND QUTSIDE THE
GOVERNMENT.

ENCIK GHAFAR, HE SAIDs HAD HELD THE POST OF UMNO VICE-PRESIDENT
FOR 25 YEARS AND HAD NEVER GONE TO GREAT LENGTHS TO SEEK TO BE
RETURNED AT THE PARTY'S ELECTIONS.

HE SAID THAT ENCIK GHAFAR WAS ELECTED BASED ON +HIS NAME+.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT EVEN THOUGH ENCIK GHAFAR COULD HAVE
IN THE PAST CONTESTED THE DEPUTY PRESIDENCY £ASED ON HIS EXPERIENCE

IN THE PARTY» HE HAD NOT DONE SO BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT TO CREATE
PROBLEMS. -- MORE -
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PR NOW, "ONLY AFTER HAVING BEING APPOINTED DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER,
DOES ME WANT TO CONTEST THE POST OF PARTY DEPUTY PRESIDENT.
+1 SUPPORT HIS NOMINATION. THE TIME HAS COME FOR HIM
ONTES Yo+ HE ADDED. .
CCONATOR SERI DR MAMATHIR SAID HE COULD NOT SUPPORT THE NOMINATION
OF OTHER LEADERS FOR THE POST BECAUSE: HE SAID: ENCIK GHAFAR'S
OPPONENT +SAY ONE THING WHEN IN THE GOVERNMENT AND ANOT
TSI ALs ‘ADERS WHO CR GOVERNMENT =
+1 ALSO CANNOT SUPPORT PARTY LEADERS WHO CRITICISE &
POLICIES THAT HAD BEEW COLLECTIVELY DECIDED UPON (BY THOSE) IN THE
; : + HE SALD. . i o
BOVET A8 APEROPRIATE FOR THOSE WHO DID NOT SUPRORT GOVERNMENT =
501 LCLE KELINGUISH THEIR POST» AE SAIDy 2UT AL . 3
R SETaNT 10 00 SO EECAUSE OF THE ESNEFITS THEY ENJOYED AS MINISTERS
AND DESUTY MINISTERS. ~- MORE
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NATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT IN HIS VIEW IT WAS NOT
PROPRIATE TG HAVE CONTESTS FOR POSTS THAT WERE NOT VACANT AS BY
T HAVING SUCH CONTESTS CONFLICT AND DISUNITY IN THE PARTY COULD BE
DIDED.
3 A SUPPORTED DATUR MUSA (TO RETSIN HIS _DEPUTY
DE%%PETSQéTﬁglgugHERi?84 PARTY ELECTION EASED ON THIS SAME
/s ADDING THAT APPARENTLY THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT AT THAT TIME
THAT FORM OF CAMPAIGN. -
th?HErDégUTi SREGIDENT IS NOW ANGRY WHEN 1 SPEAK ABOUT
10N AND ON THE OTHER HAND SPEARS ABOUT PURE DEMOCRACY WANTING
ST AND SO FORTH»+ HE SAID. _
ETHE S INZOTER ALOS DREW ATTENTIAN TO A SPEECH BY ONE OF THE
LESDERS. NOT LONG AGOy (+1 HAVE FORGOTTEN THE LEADER'S NAME+) WHO
WARTLOG THE MALAVS AND UMNG MEMBERE +T0 BE & LITTLE RUDE+ AND
A DINE TO DATUR SERI DR MAHATHIR WAS NOw CREATING CONFLICT IN THE
PARTY YHROUGH ACCUSATIONS AND PRUPAGANDA.

ThE ATTITUDL OF REINE RUDE WAS CLEARLY EVIDENT AT A RECENT UMNO
MEETING IN GUA MUSANG WHEN PARTY LEADERS WERE RIDICULED BY THE
HOBTSs HE BALD. -- MOAE

A

o .
A

]
- 2
Fem

-

Wy
<

o
-3

‘

¥
3)
AT 4 [T (N T e

- e

niaka

P
58}




. »

0728 , ,
B EB44 AAE _
MAHATHIR-GHAFAR 4 TELUK INTAN w'a’s’@’

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE ATTIDUDE DISPLAYED BY THE HOSTS
TOWARDS THEIR GUESTS WAS AGAINST MALAY AND UMNO TRADITION AND IF

SUgH RUDE LEADERS WERE ELECTEDs THE FUTURE OF UMNO WOULD NOT BE
ASSURED.

HE SALD IT WAS VITAL FOR LEADERS INVOLVED IN THE CURRENT
ELECTION 7O PE WELL-MANNERED AND DISCIPLINED AND SHOULD ABIDE BY
DEMOLRATIC PRINCIPLES: PECULIAR TQ MALAYSIA, SO THAT THERE WOULD NOT
BE ANY FORM OF DISUNITY. !

EXPRESSING REGRET THAT THERE WERE TWo CAMPS IN UMNOs HE SAID
THIS WAS BOUND TO CREATE SUSPICION AND DOUBYS &MONG PARTY MEMBERS.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR, SAID THAT AT FIRST HE DID NOT WANT TO
CAMPAIGN BUT WAS FORCED TG DO S0 WHEN HIS NAME WAS DRAGGED IN AND
ALL TYPES OF ALLEGATIONS WERE HURLED AT HIM aMD OTHER PARTY LEADERS.

ON THE CiLAIM BY SEVERA% PARTY LEADERS THAT TH&AT THEY +LOVED+ HIM
BUT DID NOT LIKE THOSE AROUND HIM. THE PRIME MINISTER FELT THAT THE

+LOVE+ THAT WAS MENTIONED CONTAINED POISON. -~ MORE
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’ HATHIR SAID THE +HOT+ CAMPAIGN PEING CARRIED 0UT
HASDSgngggﬂngRngTS OF PARTY PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY PRESKDENT BUT IN
REALITY FOR YHE PRIME MINISTER'S AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER'S POSTS. .

THE FIGHT FOR POSITION IN THE PaRTY WAS TO GRAB POSTS IN THE
GOVERNMENTs HE SAIDs ADDING THAT IF THIS WAS ALLOWED TO CONTINUE
WHAT HAPPENED IN THE MCA WOULD ALSC SPILL OVER TO UMNO.

+1 DO NOT WISH YO BE UMNO PRESIDENT FOR LIFE. UMNO LEADERS
SHOULD BE PATIENT. BUT WHAT IS HAPPENENING IS THAT THEY ARE
IMPATIENT, THUS GIVING RISE TO THE PRESEMY SITUATION.+

+1 CANNOT ADVISE OTHERS NOT TO CONTEST. BPUT THE DELEGATES WILL
BE ABLE TO DECIDE WHO SHOULD RE ELECTED. THE DELEGATES SHOULD BE
CAREFUL WHEN MAKING THEIR CHOICE S¢ THAT THOSE GREEDY FOR POWER ARE
NOT ELECTED.#+
NO PRESENT WERE PERAK MENTERL BESAR QATUN GERL RAMLI NS%H TAEEB WHO
IS ALSO PASIR SALAK DIVISION HEAD. PUZLIC ENTERPH%EES MLN%ST:h DﬁTIN
PADUKA RAFIDAH AZIZs DEPUTY HOME MINMISTER DATUK MEGAT JUNID MEGAT
AYUBE AND DEPUTY NATIONAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT MINISTER DATUKR TAJOL
ROSLI GHAZALI. —-- BERNAMA
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