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TELOK INTAN MARCH 22 (BERNAHA) -- PRIHE MINISTER AND UHNQ 

PRESIDENT DATUK SERX DR NAHATHIR MQiiA.HAD TODAY EXPRESSED OPEN 
SUPPORT FOR DEPUTY PRIHE MZNISTER GHAFAR 8AB.A TO CONTEST THE PARTY’S 
DEPUTY PRESIDENCY AT THE,UMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEXT MONTH. 

HE SAID THAT ENCIK GHhFAR SHOULD BE ELECTED TO THE UHNO DEPUTY 
PRESIDENCY IN LINE WITH HIS POST AS DEPUTY PRTHE MINISTER. 

ENCIK GHAFAR HAS SO FAR NOT SAID WHETHER HE WILL BE CONTESTING 
THE POST. 

DATUK SERS DR HAHATHIR, WHO WAS OPENING THE DELEGATES MEETING OF 
THE PASIR SALAK UMNO DIVISION AT THE TOWN HALL HERE? ALSO SPOKE 0N 
THE LOYALTY SHOWN BY ENCIK CHAFAR BOTH IN AND CUTSIDE THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

FOR 
EN<CJK.GHAfAR, HE SAID, HAD HELD THE POST OF UHNO VICE-PRESIDENT 

25: YEARS AND HAD NEVER COME TO GREAT LENGTHS TO SEEK TCr BE 
RETURNED AT THE PARTY’S ELECTIONS. 

HE SAID THAT ENCIK GHAF’AR WAS ELECTED BASED ON +HIS NAME+. 
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT EVEN THOUGH ENGI# GHAFAR COULD HAVE 

IN THE PAST CONTESTED THE DEPUTY PRESIDENCY BASED ON HIS EXPERIENCE 
IN THE PARTY, HE HAD NOT DONE SO BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT TQ CREATE 
PROBLEMS. -- HORE 
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+NOW, ONLY AFTER HAVING BEING APPOINTED DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERI 
DOES HE WANT TO CONTEST THE POST Of PARTY DEPUTY PRESIDENT, 

+I SUPPORT HIS NOMINATION. THE TIME HAS COME FOR HIM TO DO SO 
. CdONTESY THE PO.STlr+ HE ADDED. 

DATUK SERf DR MAHATHIR SAID HE COULD h0T SUPPORT THE NQMINATlON 

OF OTHER LEADERS FOR THE POST BsEC.AUSE? HE SAID3 ENCIK GHAFAR’S 
OPPONENT +SAY ONE THING WHEN TN THE GOUERNEQENT AND ANOTHER WHEN 
OUTSrDE.+ 

+I ALSO CANNOT SUP”)ORT PARTY LEADERS iJH0 CRITICISE GOVERNMENT * 

POLlClES THAT HAD BEEi4 COLLECTXVELY DECIDED UPON (BY THOSE) IN THE 
GOVERN!?ENTI+ HE SALD. 

IT $lAS APPROF’RlATE FOR THdSE ljH0 DT_ n NL’T SUPPORT GOVERNMENT 
~(~‘,.,1: <lCS J-0 hE!_INQUfSti THEPR POSTr ‘dE S&SD, 2UT ADDED THAT THEY WERE 

. 
iilk ..JCTAIVT TO DO SO BECAUSE OF -WE EfNEfrTS THEY ENJOYED AS MINISTERS 
.cN> Df_?UTY 9lNiST’ERS. -- MORE 
‘ib’>?MS’r 22 03 $7 h-a.. 
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE ATTIDUDE 5ISPLAYED BY THE HOSTS 
TOWARDS THEIR GUESTS WAS AGAINST MALAY AND UMNO TRADXTION AND IF 
SUCH RUDE LEADERS WERE ELECTED9 THE FUTURE OF ‘JMNO WOULD N0T BE 
ASSURED. 

HE SAID 1-f WAS VITAL FOR LEADERS INVOLVED PN THE CURRENT 
ELECTION TO BE WELL-MANNERED AN5 DISCiPLINED AND SHCULD ASIDE BY 
DEMOC.RAT.IC PRINCIPLES? PECULIAR TO MALAYSIA? SO THAT THERE WOULD NOT 
BE ANY FORM 0F DISUNITY. i 

EXPRESSYNG REGRET THAT THERE bJERE Tti0 CAMPS IN Ut’iN’37 HE SAID 
THIS WAS BQUND TO CREATE SUSPlCl0N AND 5cjUBTS AM0t’lG PARTY MEMBERS. 

DATUK SERi DR MAHATHXR,SATD THAT AT F;IRST HE 5x5 NOT WANT TO 
CAMPAIGN SUT WAS FORCED TG D(:! SO hHEN HIS NAME ‘d&i3 DRAGGED IN AND 
ALL TYPES OF ALLEGATIONS WERE HURLED A-f HL% AND QTHER PARTY LEADERS. 

ON THE CLAIM BY SEVERA 
b 

PARTY tEA5ERS THAT TtiAT THEY +LOVED+ HIM 
BUT DID NOT LIKE THOSE AR UN5 HIMI THE PRIME MINISTER FELT THAT THE 
+LOVE+ THAT WAS MENTlONED CONTAINED POISON. -- MQkE 
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DATUK SGRS DR MAHATHIR SATD.THE +H0T+ CAMPAIGN BEING CARRlE5 OUT 
WAS NOT FOR THE Pc]STS OF PARTY PRES1DENT AND DEPUTY PRESIDENT DUT IN 
REALITY FOR THE PRIME MlNTSTER ‘S AND 5EPtjTY PRIME MfNTSTER’ S PQSTS. 

THE FIGHT FOR POSITION IN THE FART-Y WAS TQ GRAB POSTS ZN THE * 

GOVERNtiENT 3 HE SASD? ADDSNG THAT rt= THIS WAS ALL3WED TO CONTINUE 
WHAT HAPPENED IN THE FICA WOULD AL50 SPXLL OVER TO UMNO. 

+I D0 NOT WISH TO BE UMNO PRESIDENT F\:!R LIFE. UMNdo LEAUERS 
SHOULD BE PATIENT, BUT WHAT TS HAPPENENING I S THAT THEY ARE 

IMPATIENT, THUS ClVTNG RISE TO THE PRFS~NT SITUATION.+ 
+I CANNOT ADVISE OTHERS NOT PQ CONTEST. BUT TWE DELEGATES WILL 

SE ABLE TO DECIDE l4HU SHOULD BE ELECTED. THE 5E:LEGATES SHQULD BE 

CAREFUL WHEN MAKING THEIR CHiJiCE S4! THAT THOSE GREEDY FOR ?OlrSER ARE 

NOT EL.ECTED .+ 

AYUD AND DEPUTY NATIONAL AND RURAL DEVEL0btitbl: MINISTER DATUK TAJOL 

ROSLI GHAZALI. -- DERNAMA 
162bHST 22 i33 87 
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