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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The 
Government will no longer en- 
courage direct aid to bumiputra 
entrepreneurs in order to make 
them more self-reliant, Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said todayr - 

He added that the Government -- 
which was now giving the private sec- 
tor a bigger role in national develop- 
ment --- would ensure that bumiputras 
would be given adequate opportuni- 
ties to participate in private business 
and industrial activities. 

T 
“They will not be left behmd hke be- 

fore the country attatned tndepen- 
dence,” he said when opening a three- 
day seminar on The New Economic Poll 
cy After IYYO - The Role of the Puhl~z 
Corporate Sector organised by the Con- 
federation of Bumiputra Trust and Pub- 
lic Enterprise Agencies (Gemaputera) 

Dr Mahathir said the Government had 
decided that the future role of the trust 
and public enterprise agencies would be 
to act as the mam channel to create thts 
new “self-reliant bumtputra communi- 
ty.” 

These agenctcs must, therefore, re-ori- 
entate themselves to prepare projects 
that would emphastse individual capabi- 
lity rather than providing direct assrs- 
tance. he adilcd. 

“One way to promote tndivrdual capa- 
bility- is to prtvattse certam agencies and 
services wtth potential which bumlputra 
entrepreneurs can participate in or take 
over.” Dr hlahathir satd. 

He added. however, that the privatisa- 
tion programme would not be hastily im- 
plemented wrthout first taking into con- 
stderation the readtneah of the bumipu- 
tras to take over the indus:ries and ser 
dces. 

“We must evaluate not only the tndrvt 
dual abriny of the bumtputra but also hts 
chances of success m a particular field.” 
he said. 

The Prtme Mrnister also said that an 
important element in crcatmg dynamic 
capability was the risk factor involved 
when one ploughed III his own capttal. 

“Usually an Individual works harder, 

is more parttcular and more creatrve it 
he is bearing a personal responsibihty. 

“This has been 
p. 

roven when an execu- 
tive from the pub rc sector joins the pri- 
vate sector. He no longer works from 
Sam to 4pm but uses all his trme and 
energy to make a success of hts busi- 
ness.” he added. 

He said that in the present adverse 
economtc clrmate. the Government 
would continue to gave whatever assis- 
tance it could to bumiputra businessmen. 

“But we hope that once the economy 
recovers, and there are signs of recov- 
ery already, such’government atd and 
assistance will no long& be necessary 
and bumiputra entreprcncurs will be 
self-reliant and able to compete with all 
quarters,” he added. 
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