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PETALING JAYA, APRIL 6 CBERNAMA) -- PRIME MINISTER DATUK RFRI DR 

M$!HATHSR MOHAMmSAID TODAY THE DESTINY OF THE MUSLIMS LIES IN THE 
FUSION OF NEW IDEAS BASED ON THE ETERNAL PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM AND 
THEIR PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION, 

HE SAID MUSLIMS SHOULD NOT BE SATlSFIED WITH +VAGUE+ STATEMENTS 
THAT +ISLAM IS A COMPLETE WAY OF LIFE+ WITH NO ATTEMPT TO MAKE 
OPERATIONAL ISLAM’S ETERNAL IDEALS IN THEIR PRACTICAL DAY-TO-DAY’ 
LIFE. 

+IF WE SAY THAT ISLAM IS FOR ALL TIMES, THEN WE *MUST APPLY IT TO 
THE CONDITIONS PREVAILING IN OUR ?IMES~+ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID 
WHEN OPENING AN ISLAMIC MANAGEMENT SEMLNAR AT THE LNTERNATXONAL 
ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY HERE. 

HE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE CONTRARY TO THE TEACHINGS OF ISLAM IF 
MUSLIMS IN THESR ENDEAVOUR TO PRACT1SE THE TEACHINGS TRIED TO 
RECREATE THE STATE OF AFFAIRS AT THE TIME OF THE PROPHET. 

+IT WOULD BE AN ADMlSSION THAT ISLAM WAS GOOD FOR SAUDI ARAB1A 
1N THE SEVENTH CENTURY OF MASSHI OR THE F1RST CENTURY OF THE HIJRAH 
ONLY 3 CONTRARY TO THE STATEMENT THAT ISLAM IS FOR ALL TItlESr+ HE 

‘ADDED. -- MORE 
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOLDEN ERA OF ISLAM WAS ACHXEVED 
BECAUSE THE EARLY INTERPRETERS OF THE QURAN AND THE SUNNAH WORKED 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE SITUATION PREVAILING DURING THEIR TIME 

HE SAID THE END OF THIS GLORIOUS PERIOD CAME WHEN RIGIDITY SE; 
IN AND THE CHANGED CONDITIONS WERE IGNORED WHEN INTERPRETING AND 
FORHULATING THE FIQH. 

+IF AFTER 800 YEARS MUSLIM SPAIN FINALLY FELL INTO CHRISTIAN 
HANDS3 IT IS BECAUSE THE MUSLIHS AND THEIR ADMINISTRATORS AND 
HANAGERS FAILED TO RECOGNISE THE CHANGED SITUATION AND TRIED TO 
SOLVE 15TH CENTURY PROBLEMS WITH SEVENTH CENTURY HETHODSv+ HE SAID. 

THE PRIHE MINISTER ADDED THAT THE DOWNFALL OF THE MUSLIMS WAS 
ALSO DUE TO THE SLOW ROT THAT THEIR PROSPERITY AND POWER BROUGHT 
THEH, DESERTING THE QURAN AND GIVING THEHSELVES UP TO THE GOOD LIFE. 

+THE COHBINATION OF FOSSILISED METHODS AND APPROACHES AND THE 
DECLINE OF ISLAHIC HORAL VALUES3 PARTICULARLY IN ADMINISTRATION AND 
HANAGEHENT, FINALLY CAUSED THE DOWNFALL OF THE HUSLIM NATIONSs+ HE 

ADDED s -- MORE 
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DATUK SERI DR KAHATHIR SAID THERE WERE SOME ARTICLES OF FAITH IN 
ISLAM THAT ALL MUSLIHS IIUST ACCEPT WITHOUT QUESTION. 

HOWEVERb HE SAID, IN THE CONDUCT OF THEIR DAILY AFFAIRS* THE 
INJUNCTIONS OF ISLAM WERE ALUAYS BASED ON REASONS WHXCH THINKIN 
KEN, KUSLIKS OR OTHERUISEI COULD READILY ACCEPT. 

+I1 IS UP TO US TO LOOK INTO THESE REASONS FOR GUIDANCE IN OUR 
DAILY AFFAIRS RATHER THAN TO REGARD THE INJUNCTIONS AS DETERIlINANTS 
OF OUR BELIEF IN ISLAtl.+ 

ON KODERN MANAGEMENT SYSTEH, HE SAID, THE CHALLEN6E OF 
DEVELOPINC SUCH A SYSTEIl COMPATIBLE WITH ISLAfl AND YET CAPABLE OF 
COKPETXN6 WITH THE CURRENT UESTERNISED SYSTEH WAS A DAUNTING ONE. 

+AN ISLAHIC SYSTEi’l OF MANAGEblENT IN THE 1!5TH CENTURY HIJRAH KUST 
OF NECESSITY BE A NEW AND IIODERN EXPERIMENT DIRECTED TOWARDS 
ACHIEVIN6 THE GOALS OF ISLAtl AND TRANSLATING ITS VALUES AND 
PRINCIPLES IN THE CONTEXT OF PRESENT DAY LIFE,+ THE PRItlE IIINISTER 
SAID. -- IlORE 
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DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR STRESSED THAT TRUSTWORTHINESS WAS AN 
IMPORTANT FEATURE OF AN ISLAtlIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEH, A QUALITY 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROPHET.. 

HE HOPED THE SEMINAR WOULD EXHIBIT AN OPENNESS AND FLEXIBILITY 
WHICH COULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROCESS OF ItlPLEtlENTIN6 ISLAtlIC CODES 
AND IIETHODS IN THE 15TH CENTURY HIJRAH. 

SAYING THAT THE SEIIINAR WOULD CONSTITUTE AN +IJTIHAD+ CTHOROU6H 
STUDY) 9 HE URGED PARTICIPANTS TO EXAMINE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE 
QURAN AND HADITH IN THE LIGHT OF THE MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS FACED BY 
PlUSLItl SOCIETIES AT PRESENT. 

+IF WE FAIL TO CONSIDER THAT POINT, WE WILL FAIL TO ENSURE THAT 
ISLAM IS A RELIGION FOR ALL TIMES,+ THE PRIl'lE IIINISTER SAID. 

EDUCATION MINISTER ANWAR IBRAHIM? DEPUTY ?lINISTER IN THE PRIttE 
MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT DATUK DR YUSOF NOOR AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPtlENT BANKI PROF DR KORKUT OZALv WERE PRESENT AT 
THE OPENING. 
-- BERNAIIA 
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