
VALUES 

TIMES: DRM 
of a botch-patch of ossified 
ancient laws and regula- 
tions devi’sed to deal wth si- 
tuatmnb which have long 
b,nce dl>apt,eared 

L. 

certalnlv not an lntrmslc 
part ol’ Islamic de)gma The 
bfatlc tradltlonallsm of 
some hluslims whose taq- 
II&orientation (blind jrnlta- 
tlon) gws against the dyna- 
mism of the Quran has 
meant that the? have dl- 
vorced themselves from hu- 
man needs and conditmns.” 
he sald. 

The Prime Mmister v.as 
opemng a seminar on ‘sla- 
rnx Management for the 
Asia-Paclflc Kegmn jhintly 
nrganised by the Education 
Mmlstry and the Islamw 

Development Hank it the 
International Islamic Uni- 
verslty here 

I)r Mahathir said that 
these fualid-orwnted schol- 
ars had g’lven the legal deci- 
slons of the early Muslim 
:urlbts the value of eternal 
law, elevating them to the 
status of divlneauthorit) 

“Such IS their msistence 
that even when these old au- 
thorlttes contradict the 
@ran. no one may dispute 
them. The tale of tjtihud 
(self-inqmry) IS forgotten 
or circumscribed and that 
of ul-1s11luh or public mter- 
est not even mentmned in 
passmg.” he said. 
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