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/l#!A/i!!!!THIR REGRETS 

6v AZMAN AWALLUDIN 

IPOH. Frt. - 1:mno prestdent Da- 
tuk Sert Dr Mahathtr Mohamad ex- 

p 
rexwd regret today the scramble 

‘.’ or pov,er tn llmntr. aaymg that thts 
had caused dtsumty tn the party. 

“And anyone who trleh to splu the 
party can he constdered as traitors 
to I’mno.” he added 

The Prtme Mnnster sa!d that m 
the modern world. one must he 
strone and for the oartv to be 
strong. there must he untty.’ 

He said that hecause of Urnno’s 
untty the country had achteved in- 
dependence two years earlier than 
planned 

tie satd that to avotd dtsumty. the 
party must follow Its tradttmns 
“And. traditton has tt that the num- 
her one persrm has always heen 
chosen from those who had cornpet- 
cd for the number IH’O (post).” he 

said. .,-. ‘. t tns ts to ensure smooth succes- 
sion.” 

Dr Mahathir was opening the new 
t’erak Umno headquarters in Jatan 
Sultan Idrts here. 

Earlier, on hts arrrvat he was giv- 
en a rousing welcome by more than 
20,000 people. He was escorted to 
the Umno headquarters by 41 Pro 
ton Sagas and 133 motor-cycles 
from the atrport here. Preceding 
him were a phalanx of Umno 
members carrying Bunga Mangga 
and beatmg kompangs. 

Man of his supporters wore T- 
shirts earmg Dr Mahathtr’s photo- b 
graph. 

Dr Mahathir regretted that there 
were quarters which felt that the 
tradttton was outdated and unsutted 
to democratic practices. 

“We can contest. We can contest 
in a dignified way. No need to cam- 
patgn. 

He said there were no campaigns 
since the davs of Datuk Onn Jaafar. 

He said that initially, he too did 
not want to campaign. 

However, he said, he had to 
change his mmd when someone said 
that he should also tell the people 
what others have talked about him 
behind his back. 

“I am very dissapointed. Now I 
have to go everywhere as if we are 
facing another general election. 

“No one can say that he had nol 
beneftted from Umno. Before. 
many of us were poor and uneducat- 
ed but now we have changed for the 
better ” he added. 

He added that in the last general 
election, certain Opposition parties 
had said that there was a crisis of 
confidence in the Government; that 
there was corruption m the country 
and its economy was atling. 

“Now, we have our members who 
have fought with us during the etec- 

tions saying the same things but 
this time agamst us. 

“This ts reallv ouzzline and we 
keep asking ourselves as-to whose 
side these people are on,” he satd. 

Dr Mahathir said that these 
things only arose because of the 
competttron of certain posts. 

“Leaders must be trustworthy 
and what is right must always be 
said to be right because we are 
strivme for the oeoole.” he added. 

Dr Mahathir-sath that the other 
Barisan Nasional parties should not 
be suspicious of the party because 
Umno was only ftghtmg for its 
rights and respected the rights of 
the other parties. 

Among the VIPs present were 
Education Minister Anwar Ibrahim, 
Federal Territory Minister Datuk 
Abu Hassan Omar, Finance Mims- 
ter Daim Zainuddin and Kedah 
Mentri Besar Datuk Paduka Osman 
Aroff 
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