
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. 
The achievements of the Bu- 
miputcras are due to Umno’s 
struggle,..Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said today. 

He said it was important 
that the past be remembered 
so that “we do not forget the 
foundation of the nation’s suc- 
ccss’l. 

If Umno was not the back- 
bone of the Government, the 
Bumiputcras would bc as neg- 
lected as they were under co- 
lonial ~ulc. 

Oueninrr the new Mara 
building here, the Prime 
Minister said that although 
Bumiputeras had attained-a 
higher level of success, espe- 
cially in commerce and in- 
dustry, it still could not be con- 
&dered satisfactory. 

“But it cannot be denied that 
on the whole we have achieved 
outstanding success con- 
pared with other nations.” 

Even the success of Mara, 
he added. was due to the acti- 
vities of IJmno. 

“Wi..hout Umno to champion 
the rtghts of Bumiputeras. 
Mara would not have accom- 
plished its objectives.” 

He said all the previous 
Umno leaders, from Datuk 
Onn Jaafar to Tun Hussein 
Onn, had not neglected the de- 
velopment of the Bumipu- 
teras. 

All of them, he said, gave 
priority to Mdra and this re- 
sulted in the agency becoming 
a force in efforts to correct the 
economic imbalance between 
Malays and the non-Malays. 

Dr Mahathir said the Gov- 
ernment could formulate poli- 
cies like the New Economic 
Policy but without the ma- 
chinery, the objectives of the 
policies would not be achieved. 

“We shou!d reuienrber the 
bcgirmings and struggle of 
Mara so that we will not forget 
the basis of our success. We 
should alsu ne thankful for the 
success we have achieved. 

“But we must also identifv 
vur weaknesses so that we can 
OVCI‘COITIC! them and contmue 
with our efforts to uplift the 
economic status of the Bumi. 
putcras. 

Need for expertise 
“If we do not forget our his- 

tory and foundation ana know 
how to be grateful for what we 
have achieved, I am confident 
that we can attain a higher le- 
vel of success.” 

Dr Mahathir also said that 
thanks to Mara’s efforts. Bu- 
miputeras now had the tour- 
age to venture into areas,: 
which were closed to them be- 
fore. 1.” 

He also said Bumiputera en-’ 
ticpreneurs should not be di- 
sheartened by the setting-up 
of Max-a-owned companies and 
the competition they repre- 
sented. 

“We should instead work to 
ensure our ~ucceys,~~ he said. 

He said the Government 
could continue to provide allo- 
cations and create business 
opportunities but this would 
not guarantee success. 

Buniiputeras must have the 
expertise and Universiti 
Utara Malaysia was set up 
primarily to provide Malay 
entrepreneurs with manage- 
ment training. 

Dr Mahathir hoped the new 
Mara building would not only 
be a symbol but. a facility to 
ensure that Bumipute-ras 
achieve success in all fields. 
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