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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon.
— Documents pertaining
to the Penang Bridge, the
Dayabumi complex and
the Proton Saga car pro-
ject, which were pre-
viously considered se-
cret, have been declassi-
fied, Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today.

He said the decision to de-
classify these documents
was made “just for the pur-
pose of clarification, and so
that the pcople would know
tire truth.”

“For mstance, who made
the decision on the Penang
Bridge, the Dayvabumi com-
plex ... all these are in the
minutes of Cabinet meetings

“So, if anvone gives out
false information regarding
these projects, we can cor-
rect it by declassifying these
minutes,” he said in response
to questions from reporters
after opening the lé6th anni-
versary celebrations of Ko-
perasi Shamcelin Bhd at
Wisma Tunku here.

Asked when these docu
ments would be released, Dr
Mahathir sad: “If people
want to know, we can release
them.” He added that this in-
cluded the Press.

Asked if these documents
would be released before
April 24, Dr Mahathir said
that it would be done only *if
it was necessary.” He added
that if the Press wished to
know the contents of these
documents, they could ask
the Ministers concerned.

Dr Mahathir acknowleged
that certain allegations were
being made in Umno cam-
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paigns over these three pro-
Jects. It has been said at
these campaigns that 1 made
the decision (for these pro-
jects).”

Asked if the Cabinet had
decided to divulge the docu-
ments pertaining  to these
three projects, Dr Mahathir
said: ““This is not a question
for the Cabinet anvmore. It
is a matter for the Minis-
ters.”

“Every Minister is empow-
ered, under the provisions of
the Official Secrets Act, to
declassify documents which
are considered secret,” he
said.

Earlier, when opening Sha-
melin’'s anniversary celebra-
tions, Dr Mahathir said Min-
isters and government offi-
cers were required to keep
secrets.

“However, if someone
writes a letter and next says
something else which is not
the truth, then we have to re-
veal the contents of the let-
ter for the people to know
the truth.

“We have to expose the
contents. This is not wrong,”
he said.

He said Umno secretary-
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general Datuk Seri Sanusi
Junid was not wrong when
he recently talked about the
letter written by Datuk Musa
Hitam to him (Dr Mahathir)
to drop Tengku Razaleigh
Hamzah from the Cabinet.

Dr Mahathir said this was
aimed at putting right incor-
rect information. Certain
confidential letters needed
to be exposed because there
were certain people “carry-
ing tales” and liked to tell
lies.

“Letters stamped Top Secret
to the Prime Minister could be
released if the writers spoke to
the contratry about their con-
tents.”

He added that under the Of-
ficial Secrets Act, Ministers
and certain officers were em-
powered to declassify secret
documents. He said if the ra-
kyat were being told “‘un-
truths,” then these secret doc-
uments could be declassified
s0 that truth would prevail.

He referred to the expose of
the illegal secret sale of fire-
arms by the United States to
Iran and Nicaragua, where the
US Government later had to
reveal all decisions on the mat-
ter.

“If T have made mistakes,
expose them,” Dr Mahathir
said.

He also said that the Umno
election was not just a contest
for the party but for Shamelin
as well. He said Shamelin suc-
ceeded as a co-operative on its
own accord and as such, it was
worthy of government assis-
tance, should the need arise.

“However, if tie leadership
chanfges, the other people may
be of the view that Shamelin
did not require assistance.
April 24 will also decide
whether or not Shamelin con-
tinues or ceases to exist,”
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