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MARANGY APRIL 17 (BERNAHA) -- EATUK SERI OR PIAHATHPR IIDHAf’lAD- 
SAlD TODAY THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO FIND WAYS TO BEEF UP 
SECURITY IN PRISONS AS PART OF EFFOffTS TO SAFEGUARD PUBLIC SAFETY 
AND SECURITY. 

EXPRESSING REGRET OVER RECENT INCIDENTS OF PRISON EWEAK-OUT, THE 
PRIME MINISTER SAID THE RISING CRlME RATE WOULD NOT BE CHECKED IF 
PRISONERS CONTINUED TO ESCAPE FROM JAIL. 

HE HOPED THERE WOULD NOT BE A RECURKENCE OF THE PUOU JAIL AFFAIR 
IN WHICH A GROUP OF PRISONERS TOOK A LABORATORY TECHNOLOGIST AND 
SKIN SPECIALIST HOSTAGE AND THE iNCI5ENT IN KUANTAN PRSSON WHERE A 
WOMAN MAGISTRATE WAS TAKEN HOSTAGE BY A GROUP OF PRISONERS. 

(IN 80TH THE INCIDENTSI SECURITY PERSONNEL RESCUED THE 
HOSTAGES), 

OPENING THE MARANG OPEN PRISON HERE, DATWK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAL5 
MALAYSIA WAS ONE OF THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH GAVE SERIOUS ATTENTION TO 
THE WELFARE OF PRISONERSI INCLUDING PROVIDING THEM WITH TRAINING TO 
HELP THEM SEEK AN HONEST LIVING UPON THEIR RELEASE. -- MORE 
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DATUK SERI 5R MAHATHIR SAID PRISONERS SHOULD APPRECIATE 
GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO HELP THEM GET RE-ABSORBED INTO THE MAINSTREAM 
OF SOCIETY AN5 SHOULD NOT POSE A PROBLEM TO THE AUTHORITIES. 

HE ALSO SAID THE GSVERNdENT ENCOUGAGED THE CONSTRUCTION OF OPEN 
PRISONS IN THE COUNTRY AS THEY WERE BUILT BY THE PRISONERS 
THEMSELVES AND THUS SAVE5 ON GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE. 

ON DADAH ABUSE, HE SAID MALAYSIA’S TOUGH LAWSr SNCLUDING THE 
IMPOSITION OF THE DEATH SENTENCE FOR 5A5AH TRAFFICKERS UNDER SECTION 
398 OF THE OANGEROUS DRUG ACTr !-it+5 HELPED REDUCE DADAH-RELATE5 
OFFENCES. 

+POSSIBLY THIS IS BECAUSE THOSE INVOLVE5 IN THIS CRrME ARE 
SCARED OF THE DEATH SENTENCE WHICH THEY MAY FACE IF CONVPCTEDv+ HE 
SAID. 

DATUK SERI 5R HAHATHIR SAID THE GGVERNMENT FELT CAPI;TAL 
PUNISHMENT FOR DADAH TRAFFICKERS ALONE WAS NOT ENOUGH TO FIGr-iT THE 
PADAH SCOURGE. 

XT WOULD SOON ENACT LAWS TO CONFISCATE THE ASSETS OF FEORLE 
INVOLVE5 PN BAlDAH TRAFFICKING. -- MORE 
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UNDER THE PROPOSE5 LEGISLATIONS 5A5AH TRAFFICKERS NH0 ESCAPED 

THE OEATH SENTENCE COULD HAVE THEIR ASSETS SEIZED. 
DATUK SERI 5R HAHATHlR SAX5 TelE GOVERNMENT kAS CrSMPELLED TO 

TIGHTEN LAWS TO CHECK CRTPlEq WHOSE RATE HAD INCREASEDU PARTICULARLY 
OURLNG THIS RECESSIONARY PERIOD. 

+IF THE LAWS ARE NOT TPGHTENEDv CRIMINALS WILL CONTINUE WITH 

THEIR ACTIVICTIES AND EVEN ENRiCM THEMSEtVESr+ HE SAi5. 
EARLLER 9 DIRECTCR-GENERAL OF Pf4ILSONS @ATUK IBRAHIM MOHAMAD SAI5 

THE COST OF EUILDING THE HARANG OPEN PRiSON HAS SCALE5 DOWN TO $18 
MILLION FROM THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF $33 MILLION THROUGH THE USE OF 
CONVICT MANPOWER. 

HE SAID THE OTHER OPEN PRISON IN THE COUNTRY iSAS AT PENGKP’.,AN 
CHEPA TN KELANTAN. 

THE PRISONS DEPARTMENT WAS +rtrS’+ (iSING CONVECT MANPOWER TO BUILD 
QUARTERS FOR STAFF IN PAHANGr NEGER1 SEMBILAN AND JOHOR. -- BERNAHA 
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