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ibF KEEPING 
TOP POST 
president in the party elections. 

“If I am not confident, I would not 
have contested at all,” he told reporters 
at the Mentri Besar’s residence in Men- 
talun here. 

“I cannot search the hearts of the dele- 
gates to see whom they support or how 
sincere their support is. We can only 
know on A ril 24,” said the Prime Minis- 
ter who is !. emg challenged by Trade and 
Industry Minister Tengku Razaleigh 
Hamzah for the top post, 

Dr Mahathir said that from his visit to 
various States, it appeared that party 
delegates were satisfied with the expla- 
nations that he had given to their ques- 
tions 
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“Most had asked about allegations that 

were made by the other side. The dele- 
gates only want to know the truth, and 
are satisfied with my answers.” he add- 
ed. 

Dr Mahathir, accompanied by Federal 
Territory Mimster Datuk Abu Hassan 
Omar and parliamentary secretary to 
the Prime Minister’s Department Raja 
Ariffin Raja Sulaiman, flew to Alor Star 
in the evening to meet the 1.54 delegates 
from Kedah. 

Also present was K&ah Mentri Besar 
Datuk Seri Haji Osnan Aroff, Perlis 
Mentri Besar Dr Ahdul Hamid Pawan- 
teh, Kedah and Perlis State executivw 
councillors, and Umno division heads 
from Perlis and Kedah. G: 

The Prime Minister will return to Kua- 
la Lumnur tomorrow morning. 

. 



1 

Poll Proves B Aising$or. MaZa ysian Party 
3). STEPIIES, D\‘THIE 2: me. ‘$7 

S,“‘, ,#I’ ‘I’ T&_k A.1 \-. 14 \I 1. S~IKb.b.1 .I811 ,1\,\, 
Kl!ALA LL%lPl~R - Many analysts-arcI 

c,lnirning to have the Inside polItical track 
on thr most dramatic party election In 
M;ilaystn’s histor). But few. it seems. actu- 
ally du. 

A 3talaysian @ltical analyst disclbsed 
I;ISI wt’t~k that the country’s Special Branch 
pl;~cts Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
“:,-1’ f :i, jb,, a,,,,ad”--‘ ‘--.. of his cl%lGi~~~‘,- 
l‘r,ldc and Industry 
Xlunster E~zaleigh 
Hi~m~~h. in the run- 
up to Friday’s elec- 
tlon for the presiden- 
ry of the United Ma- 
lays Kational Organi- 
zation. “And the gap 
is growing. they tell 
me.” the analyst add. 
ed. 

Several hours lat- 
er. another analyst Muhtrthit' Mohrotrr~tl 
confided that the 
same national police intelligence unit had 
“Razaleigh 100 votes ahead.” 

Confronted with the discrepancy, both 
an&& admit that the outcome is any. 
body’s guess. What is clear, however. is 
that UMNO, the dominant party in the 

country’s ruling coalmon. u:ll be badly 
bruised whoever wms. 

“1 wouldn’t relish the cl1.0~ of patching 
up the party after this flphi.” says a 

Imptmc admirer of Dr. Mahathlr. “Whoev- 
er comes in will have a problem. not only 
with a divided qnbinet but also with a split 
party hierarchy.” 

This is the most serious ieot!ership chal- 
lenge in ChlNO‘s Jl-year hlstorg. and the 
margin of victory is expected to be slim. 
Many UMNO members and most nldeprn- 
dent analysts reckon that the (iI-year-old 
Dr. Mahathir will be reelected. He is the 
incumbent, they argue. and that still carries 
plenty of weight for a party steeped in 
Malay political tradition. keen on avoiding 
confrontation and upholding a united front 
behind their elected leaders. 

But after this campaign, Malay politics 
may never be the same. 

Both political camps - headed by Dr. 
Mahathir and Deputy Prime Minister Abdul 
Ghafar Baba in one and Tunku Razaleigh 
and l_rMNO Deputy President Muss Hitam 
in the other - have secured solid blocks of 
supporters among the roughly 1,500 dele- 
gates who will vote at the party’s triennial 
elections. But Beither side appears yet to 
have garnered a clear-cut majority for the 
party presidency, which customarily se- 

cures the premiership of the country. (The 
hlalaysian constitution doesn’t specify 
whether Dr. hlnhathir would have to pr1.e 
up the premlt~rship if he lost the party 
leadership. Many analysts. however. say it 
is highI), unlikely that he could survive as 
premier if he did lose.) 

Analysts estimate that from 225 to 300 
delegates remain undecided. It’s those dele- 
gates who will determine the outcome of the 
election and who are being most heavil) 

courted by both 
camps. 

It’s possible. some 
analysts argue, that 
the uncertainty may 
prevail until the dele- 
gates begin casting 
votes in Friday’s se- 
cret ballot. Before 
the three-hour voting 
period begins. Dr. 
Mahathir, who has 

R~frIci(~lt Htrn~trlr held the party presi- 
dency and premiership 

since 1961,wilI have one last opportunity to 
coax the uncommitted into his camp through 
his opening address to the threeday 
assembly, which will debate numerous is- 
sues as well as to elect party officials. 
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Mihathir Engaged in Tough C&h&: 
To Win Malaysian Party Election . _’ 

Analysts arid rvt’n some supporters of 
Dr. Mahathir maint;iin th;\t DiItuk MOIST, 

WI10 ~lbJ~ll[~~~y reslgJ1cd IiISt YeitI ilS dt’lJUty 
[JJme minister, will withsland a chaItrAnge 
by MI,. Ghafsr fob, the party’s deputy prcsi- 
d~cy, LJMNO’s No. 2 post. Mr. Gh;tl:cr, 
(‘urrl~lltly one of the pilrty’s thaw vicc- 
prc~sldmts, was tappc4 by the prime Jninis- 

t(‘r to rq~l~:c Datuk Muss ;IS his deputy. 
Thtb rrc+ctlon of Dr. Mahatlur ;111d 

D;lluk M~Is:I, Say ;tflil~)‘StS, WOllfd llk~~ly 
[~c’l’petll;llr the p;1rty r1lt Ior the 11ext tt1rre 
yc~ll’s. Thai split could br rrl‘tected Ill subsc’- 

qut‘nt voting for IJMNO’s Wmt~mber Su- 

~JY~J~~~ Coul1cil, the party’s chief policy 

nl;ikJJJg body. 

[~‘(Jl~oWlJlg Dr. Mah:lthlr’s strong gtaJlr!ra[ 

calcction victory last August. tc8w ;m;dysts 
would h:rvt~ btlt1JJ [xx~[~~~rc~I to [wthct he 

WOllId WIthit] 2 Tt’W IlltJll~~lS f;lCt 2 ~h!Yil~t~ll~ 

Jug party split 2nd the possible dmisc ot 

his political c;Jixlt~r. 

Hut, s;tys ;I Wcstel~Jl mtyst: “DllJ~lJlg 

tllC g(‘ll%~~ t’[NZtlOll. thC thl’(‘;lt w;IS fIYJnl 

oirts~& 111~~ party arid, though divided sum- 

what tJy Mttsa’s resigil;itiolJ. they ilIt rallied 

to the party. This rtt~ctloll is ;IJI illtrrnai 

f;1nlity ilflilil’.” 

II ~ISO W;IS unlikely XJV~JX~ J1lollths ngo 

th;It TuIIkU R~I~~II~~I~I~ ;III~ htUk MUSI, 
both of wtro1n colltl~ol strotl~ party inctlolls, 

I.OII[~ havr t1lJl~lct[ theil, ttiffcrc~nces and 

;lltl(Yl tll(‘JllSt’l V(!S Ill 3 Wt~t1~coOI~dJJli~tt~d 9t- 

trmpt to unsc’;tt Dr. M;th;tthir. Tunku 
li;lz;tlclgh. iI pt’ln~(~ fron1 tIl(* Kclant:ul st;ite 
royal family ml ii 10-yr;ir cablilrt veteran, 

IOSl tW0 bittt’l’ I)iLttI(‘S t0 D;Ltuk MUS;l ItI]’ tile 

party’s deputy prt~sJdrl1cy ill 1981 and 1984. 

FOJ. butt1 Tunku R;lz;\leigh. who is 50, 
;III~ Datuk Muss, 52, it may be politlcatly 

L~SX~llti;l~ t0 ln;lk(b ;I [J[ily JIOW for lh? p:ll’ty’S 

I~~:~rlmti~[J. (;ivtbJl ;uloth(~J’ thrccb y17crs its 

I);1 l’ty XII~ NI~I~JI:I~ le;ldcr, Dr. M;th;lllJil 

c~~~iltl [NYJV(~ lll1possible lo dlShJdge. b’urthrJ,- 

Jll~ll’t’. he would I,(, wt4-[Jlacrd to rusul’e hs 

c~hostw successor rrplm~s him. 
I’;ll’ty l1l~~lll~J~~l~S ;lJld [xl~ltic;l[ ;lJl;tlyStS 

pl’c~tlicl DJ.. M;lh;JthiJ. will prdw to ship ;I 
[Kl[ltlc;L[ ~t~Jlt’l’il~ltJll by giVlllg tht) IltK~ t0 Ilki 

.;!byt’~ll’-Old [)l’Ott’gC’, AnWiIr IhriIhIlII, the 

c~lucatm Jninlstcr and UMNO yollth Ith;Jtlrr, 

tN’lOl’l lilt’ ~)l’t’lllit’l’!S tt’l’lll t’X[)ll’t’S Ill l!Ml. 

[MI,. Anwiir IS vyiug for 2 vlrc~-[1J’c~sltl(~r1ti~~l 

[Just, 1 SUC~ll II dt~vt~lopJllt!llt cYNlld clu~tl tllc 

C~~I,~IICC~S O[ Tunku Ki~~;dtaigh and I);ltuk 
Muss t’vt’r Ieading the [JiJJ’(y and the 

cTNllltry. 

prime minister CUII decide whether hrf 
Wi\I\tS to step down or not,” the prime 
minister said on April 13. “Aed Jf h& 

doesn’t want to step down but others wand 
hmi to step down, then they have to move II 

vote of no confidence” in P~irlianient. 
‘Acting Un-Malay’ 

A Mnhathir supporter responds that thtl 
prilllt? nllJliSk~J’ “[lw bwl t hNltiJlg hl’ kl WS, I 

of the tribe. He’s becAn actlug un.Malay by, 

saylrlg hr might not accrpt the wistlrs 01 the, . 
party.” 

The fZ;1z;Jlrigtl-Mus;l tmnl, howcaver. II;I~: , 
n’t cwaptd crlticisln. Mithathlr supportera: , 
:ICCIISC’ the two of politlcirl self-intcrcst and 
disirgard IOJ, M;tlily ul1ity within H rarially 
diverse socirty. whrrh also includes Ctli-, 

uebe, Indiqas and other ract’s. 
“LJMNO. 111 a sens(~, is ;I vei’y deni;-‘, 

cratic party. 3 party of coin[1roinise.” siiyti I . 

an Asian diplom;rt, “But you see the possi- 

hle s1g11s that with the Kazaleigh-Muss ch;tl-,,, 
lenge, conrpromisth will be capsized,” 

Dr. Mahathlr a11d his backers also nutin-:j 

txill that chwgrs by the I~;rz;tlelgh-Mus;~’ 

t(‘titl\ of mlsni~in;lgc~l11tJlt illltt spendthrift 

Kl’iJtldioSe public-works projc*cts :IJ’C’ blataJ1L 

ctectiollt~cl~ing. They ;ll’gut’ tll;lt discussions. 

of Such [)J’oJects bt’giltl bl’lore Dr. Mahathir : 
became prrmcr, ml coustlxlction was bc- 1 
gun with thr iI[)pl’oViIl Of his cxbiJ16t. 

DI’. Mahathir l;ut week iJnnotlnced th;Jt 

1~~~ would dcclasify dM!UlJlt~JltS pertaiiung to 
thrre controversial projects concerning the 
money-losing n;~tlon;ll car, the Dayabumi 
office complex III Kuxla Lumpur and 

Penong Bridge. 

Still, an;JtystS say that the Mahathir ’ 
camp has benl hard [Jrt~ssetl to avert char- 

ges Of favoritism. Maliy ;lll~l~ysts nliliJlt;liU 

that iI few &lends ;Jnd ;JSSocl:lteS of the 

pl’t’nllc’l hilVC tJt~llc~fiti4 Ill businr3s front 
StLltl’ Iill’gthSS. 

FinitJJctb Minister D;linl Zainud$n, ;I per- 
SOIIA friend of DJ’. M;lh;itllir and an JJI~~UCII- 

tiilt adviser. is one of those Jnost oftea 

;lccusrcl of Jlllxlllg Ills role ;1s ;\ pubhc 

sc*rv;lllt Wllh t1rs pl~l~soll;ll tJuslnrss ll1terc5ls. 

EVtlll SUIIIO Midl;ltllir Sll[JlJo&J’S Illiiilll;lI~1 

tllat Mr. Daill1 has bccomc~ n liability and, 

may bc dJ’oppcd from thr cabinrt if Dr. 
Mahathir IS r(4~~(814 as party Itr;l#r. 

‘l’unku lW.i~lCI~tI ;IISO LIS !JCVII tl~~g~c~l in 

rrcl~iil years by his ;tssocl;Jtlull witll the 

SCillldU~ sUrJulllldillg l&tuk hllJli[JUtKl’S LXJI~- 

troversl;ll loans to the dcfullct tfong Kong-,, 

based Carrian group. The IO;IJ~S. wh~cl! 



!)r.‘M;d~Pthir’s rivnls IlitVt~ ~tt~d~ly rt’;lp- 
rd politiciil gains by bringing to the forc- 
front of the party a debate on the prime 
minister’s style of governing aad the m-o- 

iloJlIlc policirs la IlitS c3pousi~d. Critics 
olltsldl~ tlll~ ])ilJ’ty IIaVr In rfwit yC;llx 
;~cTus~‘~ 111111 of baaing autocratic illrd ;tbri\- 
SIVC’. WflllC’ l~~l~ll~~lJl~ !hLll Ills J’t’llJSil! 10 klbd 
;ldVliY IlilS led to rash nllrl Costly ill4sioIIs 

for the ecor~o~IIy. Now that dcbaIc is raging 
within the piirty itself. 

Above the Fray 
Until the pasl two weeks. tllo prim 

mirllstrr IliId largely rl~mainzd i~h)Vt? the 
IMY. He hild kft it tt~ his lieutyn;lnts to 
counter the rhnrrrs Miis d~Qr;~ctors. Somr . . 
rot I)r. MahaUur‘s s~lpportt’r:, s,ry Ill’ 11x0 IIO 

i~lloilx~. Uiilil AIJ~II II. tlw dc;idlr~ir foi 

iICCt~ptJJIg p;lrty nominations und the day 
TuJlku Razalrigh I’orr~~ally dcclarcd his op- 

position, Dr. Mahatlur tliCl1I’t fact> ;I de- 

clnrf~d rival. 
“The prrsidcnt of the party-and the 

country’s primch mii:istrr couldn’t ill tht 
tilli? bl’ Sl’l’ll t0 blh SU~~lJllbhllf_f ;l&llllSt ill1 

ullth~t’l;lu~d oppolltat.” argues ;I W~bstorn 
dl~l~OlJl~l~. “II lllily h;JVt’ 11lildl Ill111 lOok 
W(‘il k ;IIIfl tlt31t~IlsIv~~.” 

:;!JII~ ;iir;~ly?;~x s:by rcccnt st;itci~~caIs by 

thC [‘l”‘ll~lI’l’ IlXly IlJSt’ hlJll Votes: ;lJllOllg Ihe 
party’s urban constituency, particularly the 
blJSlJlt~SS CtIJlll~lLIlll~y, wllich mukes Up 

roughly ;I qunrtt*r of the delegates to the 
;~semhly. Mahuthir sufqortrrs note that 
the prime minister’s hardcore support will 
colw from members of Parllamt~nt and 
state ;Issemhlymc8ii, who nlakcs up ;ibout a 
I1ft.h of the delegates. 

,! In his 30.page speech to’ il. crowd of’ ! 
St’Vt’lYll tllOUSillltl~ Ill’ ;ll?l‘ilSt’tl Dr.’ M;\httIlli ’ 

of ~YYJI~OIIIIC tlIlstJI;tlI;I~ellIt~ll~ alld tuvorit- 1 
ism. but the gathering lacked the spark and 
enthusiasm that many analysts were ex:: 
petting. Some analysts wonder whether the #’ 
rival campaign may have peaked too early 2’. 
for Tunku Rnz;tleIgh ;\nd Datuk Mus;~, 1. 

thereby frightening off pottantial supportrrs. II 

“I CIOll’t St’t’ [Ill’ Silfllt’ IlltJlllt’ll~UIIl ltlJ/; ” 

~IIC I~il~;lIt~I~lI~MIIS~l C’~llll~Ji~l~ll I tlI;It I SiIW , 

t~ilJ~lll~~,” SilyS ;I wlbStlArll dlph~~li. [I<’ 

;ldtls, howr~vi~r, tllilt ill,, sensation Of il 

dl’;ll3!iltJP C!l:!lll~ll~13 11l:Iy IJ;lVth given Way to . 
lllr liIiw trdIuIls fXtl-ttl-filt!t’ chore of tryin 
to rrcruil the remaining uncommitte ’ 
delegates. 
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Another Malaysian analyst argues that 
“there is a high insecurity lrvel when the , 
party is f;lcrd with tlrastlc change.” The 
analyst adds. “A typical UMNO member 
h3s been grilled to be obecliont. and he’: ,. 
conditioned to conservatism.“., $*’ : 

Earlier this month, Dr. Muhathir said he 
intended to remain the party president even 
if he wins “by only o1I1’ vote.” 

- 

SOOJI after thut, IN Stated that even if 
Ghafar Babu lost to Datuk Muss for the 
deputy presidency, Mr. Ghafar would re- 
main <as his deputy premier. The deputy 
premiership customarily goes to the No. 2 
in the party. The premier said “it would be 
better” for Mr. Ghufar to remilin as his 
deputy. “1 hnve trust in him. 1 chostl him, 
didn’t I?” Dr. Mahnthir snld. 

While Iris unyielding support for Mr. 
Ghaf;tr has irritated some UMNO JIIPIU- 

hers. Dr. Mahttlir’s suggeslioJI earlier this 
month that he could remain prime minister 

~ 

C~JI if he lost the party presidency has 
outraged lll~lly delegiktes. 

“If WC t;tlk itbout tcchnicalitles, the 1 

involvrd nearly USbl billion, occurred whilu 
Tunku Riiz;deigh wits finance minister. Re- 
ports of links between him and officials at, 
Bank Bumiputrn’s Hong KOII~ subsidiary, , 
BunIiputriI M:Il;IySi;l Fiimcc, have pcrlodi; : 
tally surfaced to haul0 Ihr 1JMNO prjliti- 
clitll. i~lthough he hits II~~VOJ bctall offic~;\lly 
iACcUsed of wrongdoing nnd slendfastly dtl- 
nies any illegalities. *. 

Raleigh Speech 
On Sund;ly. Tunku Razaleigh delivered ” 

his long-awaited c;mlpnIgn manifesto. de- 
claring for the first time his reasons for 
contesting the presidency. 
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