
KUALA LUMPUR. Tues. ~~ 

ir- amad’s unwillingness to sack 
Inxers who oppose’ Gov- 

crnmcnt policies should not be 
taken as an indication the 
Prime Minister is too soft or 
too weak. 

Deputy Prime Minister En- 
cik Abdul Ghafar Baba said 
that Dr Mahathir had not act- 
cd against them hecause he 
wantrd to show that hc is to- 
IcLrant and libcr,il. 

“If h[> sac’ks any of the Mims- 
ters. he wii! certainly be a(‘- 
cuscd of being a dictator,” En- 
c i k G h a f a r s R i d i n a n 
intcrvicw with M<‘/‘tlf,licr, Um- 
no’s official organ. 

Hc sitid hc was moved by the 
unnecessary problems the 
LJmno president had to bear. 

In any country, he said, 
members of the Cabinet must 
be united and practise collec- 
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not weakgor soft&hafar 
tive responsibility and those 
who disagreed with Cabinet 
decision were free to step 

party’s true concept of strug- 
gle,” he said. 

Encik Ghafar, who is Umno 
vice-president, said that the 
members must be reminded 
that the Malays could pro- 
gress only if TJmno was strong. 

He said there w&e those 
who agreed with the Govern- 
ment’s decisions when they 
were in the Cabinet but op- 
posed them when they left it. 

down. 
“Todav people are puzzled 

with what >s f;appening to our 
Ministers. The various embas- 
sies must be laughing at us,” 
he said. 

Encik Ghafar. who is con- 
testing the deputy presi- 
dent’s post, said that in other 
countries there were Prime 
Ministers who sacked their 
Ministors who disagreed with 
the Cabinet. 

Hc expressed regret that 
thcrc were people in Umno to- 
day who struggled only for 
self-interest. 

“This attitude must be era- 
dicated. After the party eiec- 
tion, Umno members, espe- 
cially the new ones, should be 
given reorientation courses 
so that they understand the 

He believed by the year 2,000 
the Malays could compete 
with other races economical- 
ly. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
advised the delegates and ob- 
servers attc,nding the party 
gencrai asscinbly to maintain 
discipline so that the party 
and the Malays would not be 
ridiculed by others. 

He said Umno constitution 
did no1 stop anyone from con- 
testing for any post in the par- 
ty but such freedom should not 
be abused to cause chaos. 

“Leaders who rise with the 
support of the people will last 
for a long time,” he said. 

“There are also those who 
sit in the Cabinet but oppose 
the Prime Minister,” he added. 

Former Deputy Prime 
Minister, Datuk Musa Hitam, 
who is defending the deputy 
presidency, advised the dele- 
gates to be careful in choosing 
the party leadrrship. 

“To me, winning or losing is 
not important. The question is 
how a person accepts his vic- 
tory or defeat after the de- 
cision is made,” he added. 

Datuk Musa was confident 
that those contesting the var- 
ious posts would accept the 
decisions within the family, in 
a spirit of goodwill and under- 
standing. 
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