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KUALA LUtlPURv APRIL 24: (BERNAMAh- UMNO PRESfDENT(DATUK SERf OR 

MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY THE VALUE OF DEBTS OF POOR~HATTOHS-HAS 
GONE UP.-AS A #E%JLT OF THE RISE IN VALUE OF THE CURRENCY OF THE 
COUNTRIES PROVfDING THE LOANG. 

IN ADDITION, THE PRICES OF GOODS PRODUCED BY THE RICH COUNTRIES 
HAD ALSO SOAREDI CAUSING THE POOR NATIONS TO BEAR LOSSES AS A RiSULf 
OF HAVING TO BUY THE GOODS AT HIGH PRICES. 

PRESENTING HIS POLICY SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE 38TH UMNO 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT DEWAN MERDEKAI PUTRA WORLD TRADE CENTRE (PWTC) 
HERE, HE SAID THAT LAST YEAR THE RICH COUNTRIES HAD GAINED ABOUT 
US$7O BfLLfON FOLLOWING THE DRASTSC FALL IN THE PRICES OF RAW 
HATERIALS OF THE POOR COUNTRIES, 

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THE SUCCESS OF THE RICH NATIONS HN 
DEPRESSING THE PRICES OF RAW MATERIALS MEANT THAT THEY HAD SUCCU-EirL 
IN INCREASING THEIR WEALTH AT THE EXPENSE OF THE POOR COUNTRIES. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE RICH COUNTRIES HAD ALSO USED NEW 
TECHNOLOGY TO UPGRADE THE PRODUCTION OF RAW MATERXALS UNTIL THESE 
EXCEEDED DEMAND9 AND CREATED NEW TECHNOLOGY TO REDUCE THE USE OF RAW 
MATERIALS FROH DEVELOPING NATIONS. -- MORE 
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FOLLOWING THIS, HE 6AID, THE PRICE6 OF RAW MATERIALS TOOK A 
SUDDEN FALL. 

BEBIDES THIS, DATUK SERI DR MAWATHIR SAID, THE WESTERN COUNTRIES 
GOT TOGETHER AND URGED THE RICH COUNTRIES WHICH EXPORTED TO THEM TO 
INCREASE THE VALUE OF THEIR CURRENCYI CAUSING THE VALUE OF THE YEN 
AND DEUTSCHE MARK TO RISE AND CREATlNG A BURDEN TO THE POOR NATIONS. 

HOWEVER, HE SAID9 THE RICH NATIONS ALSO COULD NOT REDUCE THEIR 
IHPORTS FROM THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED9 AND THE EUROPE-AMERZCA 
ECONOMIC PROBLEM COULD NOT BE RESOLVED. 

IN THE UNITED STATE61 HE SATDr MORE THAN iOf3 BANKS HAD GONE 
BANKRUPT WHfLE IN BRITAIN A DIG BANK WAS BEING INVESTXGATED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

HE SAID THE SHARES OF GIANT CORPORATIONS HAD ALSO BEEN 
MANIPULATED BY THEIR DIRECTORS THROUGH +SNSIDER TRADING+ AND SHARE 
MARKET BROKERS WERE INVOLVED IN VARIOUS COMflERClAL CRIME5 AS WELL A5 
IN DADAH DISTRIBUTION, -- MORE 
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DATUK 5ERI OR MAHATHIR 5AID THAT NORMALLY XN SOCIETY WHEN A 
PERSON WA5 RICH THERE WOULD BE POOR PEOPLE AL50 DRAWZN5 BENEFIT PRO?‘l 
THAT WEALTH. 

FOR EXAMPLES HE BASDI WHEN MINER5 WERE DDlN5 WELL AND RICH, 
THERE WOULD BE A LOT OF JO8 AND 5U5INE55 OPPORTUNXTlE5 AND THl8 
WOULO ENABLE THE GOVERNMENT TO COLLECT TAXEl WHICH WOULR THEN BE 
DISTRIBU.TED TO THE PEQPLE THROUGH BUBBID~ES AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PROJECTS. 

ON INTERNATIONAL POLXTICGt HE SAID THE WORLD POLITICS WAS NOW 
DIVIDED INTO THREE BLOCS -- THE WESTERN BLOC, COMMUNIST5 AND THIRD 
WORLD -- WHICH OPPOSED ONE ANOTHERl BRINGING BAD EFFECTS ON THE 
PEOPLE. 

HE SAID THAT IF THE WESTERN AND COMMUN137 BLOCS DID NOT FIGHT 
DIRECTLYI THEY WERE FIGHTING INDIRECTLY, MAKING USE OF THIRD 
COUNTRIES. 

DATUK SERI OR HAHATHIR SAID THE KILLINS OF ONE ANOTHER, 
KSDNAPPING AND EXTORTSON WERE CQMMITTER NOT ONLY BY CRIMINALS 8UT 
ALSO BY NATIONS WITHOUT GIVING THOUGHT TO THE XNNOMNT WHO WOULD 
ALSO BE VXCTIMISED. -- MORE 
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FURTHER?lOREv HE SAID? THERE WERE NATIONS THAT TRIED TO 

ASBASSINATE CERTAIN PEOPLE BY SOMBING THEIR RESIDENCES WHILE AT THE 
SAME TIME HITTING OUT AT TERRORSStl. 

ON THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS RACEJ HE SAID THE HUGE EXPENDITURE ON 

THIS WOULD NOT ONLY AFFECT THE FINANCIAL SITUATION OF THOSE 
COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN THE RACE BUT ALSO THAT OF THE WORLDr CAUSING 
DEVELOPING NATIONS LIKE I’tALAYSIA TO SUFFER BADLY. 

THE PRIME MZNISTER ALSO SAID THAT WHILE COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD DID NOT APPEAR ‘i”O BE HEALTHY, THERE WERE COUNTRIES THAT 
CONTINUED TO EECOME RICHER AND MORE PROGRESSIVE LIKE SOUTH KOREA AND 
TAIWAN BECAUSE THEIR PEOPLE WERE PREPARED Ttr WORK HARD TO ENSURE 
THAT THEIR PRODUCTS COULD COMPETE IN THE FOREIGN MARKETS. -- BERNAMA 
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