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- Leti than mne months &r 
Ieadmg Malaysia’s ruling coalition 
lo il resounding viclory m a general 
eleclmn, Prime Minlalrr Mah3tJ:lr 
hm Mohamyd IS l&g a mqor 
Zi&nge from wlthm his party. 

Nearly 1,500 tlelega~es i’rom thr 
United Malays N~II~IIIAI Orggam~a- 
(ion, known as UMNO, WIII vote 
I’rlday to choose party leuders for a 
three-year term. 

For thr First time In the 41 yexs 
bmce the party was lounded. its 

reGdcnt, Mr. Mahsthir, 1s em- 

E roiledfln a serious conlest. 
('r~~~otmwwl that his adnunis- 

tration+has weakened [he country 
and the party through cconnmic 
nitsmanagement, authoritarian 
contryls ilfKl Ioleralim of corrup- 
mm in high places. 

Mr. Mahathir has vigorously de- 
fended tus handling a[ affairs. ;is- 
sertmg thrrl fullmg internatton;tl 

.‘?emirnd nnd prices for Malays~cl’s 
q;un exports in the past few years 
have been largely rcspcmsibie for 
the counWy’s wc)~io~~~~c trout&s. 

M;llaysia’s main exports are 011, tin, 
rubber, ltnd lorcst products. 

Criticism of Mr. Mahathlr’s per- 
formance and abraslvc srylc I> 
widespread. Nearly half the mrm- 
bcrh of hi\ party m the cdblnrl have 
turned ~~LIIIISI the prime rmmsler, 
and two former prime muustcrs, 
both leaders of the party, have pub- 
l~cly called for a change at the lop. 

Mr. M,lhathlr, who heciune the 
pai ty’s president and Malays~;r’s 
prime muustcr in 1% I, is being 
cll.Jlcngcd l-q his trade und indus- 
try rrurkler, IhA!l~ll Ii~lTlU. 

Mus,r lhtmii, it former depuly 
prmie mImster who rehlgned in 

I’ebruiuy 1986, citing differences 
with Mr. Mahathlr, is trying to 
keep 11~s post as deputy party presi- 
dent against an ally of Mr. Ma+ 
hatllir. 

Most analysts believe the resulls 
of the CO~WSI for the party’s top 
two position will be close, with 
Mr. Mahalhlr generally favored to 
rrtain the presidency by a narrow 
margm and Mr. Musa hkely IO hold 
the deputy presidency. 

C‘ritlcs or the prime minister and 
his cIosc assoc’ates, most of them 
~lll~ed to Mr. kaT.aleigl; and Mr. 
Musu, tire trying IO gain control of 
other eleclcd positIons m the party, 
including its supreme council. 

‘l’llc t~utcome of the slruygle will 
h;rve il rigmfrcant impact on Ma- 
laysia. The United Malnys Nation- 
al Organiz.ation is the dominant 
patncr 111 the National Front, a 
coalition of mox than 10 parries 
that controls the federal govern- 
mcnt in Kuala Lumpur and almost 
;iII stale governments. 

UMNO ih the main party ol the 
Mulays, who form about hall the I6 
million population. Kemaining 
pxties in the front represent Chl- 
ncsc, Indians and other ethnic 
grouph. 

‘I‘hr party won 83 of the I48 
Natmnal Front scats in general 
elections last August. There are 177 
seat\ in Malaysia’s parliament. 

Analysts say that in those elec- 
lions ‘1 challenge from an Islamic 
Malay opposition party and other 
factors rorced thr Uniled Maldys 
National Organizatmn IO close 
ranks. Smce then, factionalism has 
re-emerged. 

By tradltlon. the UMNO presi- 
dent has automatically become 
prime mmister. But Mr. Mnhathir 
dcclarcd last week that even if he 
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were defeated Friday, it would not 
be necessary for him to resign. 

I le has accused his rivals of 
threcrlening IO split his party and 
undermmc the government because 
of personal ambition. 

Ile has also alIe@ that several 
countries, which he did not name. 

,wcrc attempting to influence tile 
outcome. 

Analysts here, however, believe 
that domestic concerns, not foreign 
Interference, are the driving force 
behind the conflict m the party. 

lhx.xu~se of bitter divisions be- 
tween the rival camps, chances of a 
1ast111g reconciliation within the 
party are tonsidercd shm. Aides of 
Mr. Mahathir have warned that he 
~111 purge the government of dis- 
senters if he wins. 
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