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KUALA LUMPURI APRIL 215 CBERNAMA) -l ‘DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR 

MdHAMAD WHO RETAINED HIS UMNO PRESLDENCY TONIGHT ASKED PARTY MEMBERS 
TO CLOSE RANKS ONCE MORE IN THE INTERESTS OF THE MALAY RACE, 
RELIGION AND COUNTRY. 

HE SAIO,HIS PRIMARY TASK AFTER THE THREE-DAY PARTY GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY WHICH ENDS SUNDAY WAS TD SEE TO THE SMOOTH AND PROPER 
RUNNING OF PARTY ADMINISTRATXON AND THE NATION. 

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AT HI6 OFFICIAL RESIDENCE SERX PERDANAv, 
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE WAS HAPPY THE UtfNO SUPREflE COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS WERE CONDUCTED SHOOTHLY AND WITHOUT ANY lz: TOWARD INCIDENT. 
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*I FIND THAT THE DELEGATES ARE MATURE ANQ HAD OLSCHARGED THEIR 
DUTY IN THE PROPER MANNER,+ HE SAID. 

ASKED WHETHER HIS VICTORY WAS ANTICIPATED~ DATUK SERI DR 
MAHATHlR 841D HE HA0 EXPECTED TO WIN AND DIQ NOT CONSiDER THE NARROW 
MARGIN A +SETBACK.+ 

+UASN’T THE MAJORITY HORE THAN ONE VOTE?+ HE ASKED? SAYING THE 
SLIP1 MAJORITY HAD +NO CONSEQUENCE+ TO HIS LEADERSHXP, 

DATUK SEA1 DR PIAHATHIR HAD BEATEN TRADE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER 
TENCiKU RAZALElCH HAMZAH BY 43 VOTE69 POLLXNC 761 VOTES TO HIS 
CHALLENGER’6 718. 

ON THE POSSIBLLITY OF A CABINET REGHUFFLE BEING IN THE OFFING 
FOLLOWING THE 8UPREME COUNCIL ELECTIONSv HE 8410 THIS MATTER 010 NOT 
ARISE AT PRESENT. 

HOWEVER* HE HIGHT THINK ABOUT IT LATER. 
ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD HAVE A MEETING WITH THE GROUP OPP06IN6 

HIM IN THE COUNCIL ELECTION6r HR SAID HE HAD PLENTY OF TIME TO SEE 
THEM. 

HE SAID THAT IF HE WISHED TO GIVE ANY ADVICE TO THE CROUP, HE 
WOULD DO THI8 ONLY ON A PERSONAL BASIS. -- MORE 
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COMMENTING ON THE VICTORY OF DEPUTY PRXME MSNSSTER GHAFAR BA6At 
WHO TOPPLED DATUK MU84 HlTAh FOR THE UMNQ DEPUTY PREBIDENT POStr 
ALSO BY A SMALL MAJORITYv DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID1 *WE ACTCO AS 
A TEAM.+ 

+I HAD EXPECTED ENCIti CHAFAR TO WINI+ HE ADDED. 
TO A QUESTION OF WHETHER HE WOULD GO ON A WITCH-HUNT AFTER THE 

UHNO GENERAL ASEEMBLY~ WHICH WILL BE OVER ON 6UNDAY1 OATUK SERI DR 
flAHATHIR PARRIED TH16 WITH ANOTHER QUESTION1 *ARE WE DOING ANY SUCH 
THllNG NOW?+ 

ON WHETHER TENGKU RAZALEXGH WOULD 8E DROPPED FROM THE CABINttr 
HE 9NLY REPLIED1 +BE PATIENT.+ 

DATUK SERX DR MAHATHIR ALSO QAID THE DELEGATES HAD MADE THElR 
OWN CHOICE WHEN ELECTING EDUCATION MINISTER ANWAR IBRAHIMv 
TERENGGANU MENTERI BESAR DATUK SERI HAJI WAN MOKHTAR AHMAD AND 
DEFENCE MSNSSTER DATUK ABDULLAH AHMAD BADAWX AS VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
DATUK SERI HAJI WAN MOKHTAR AND DATUK ABDULLAH WERE THE INCUHZENT9. 
-- BERNAMA 
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