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KUALA LUMPURr APB!:. 26 <BERN&A) ‘-- DATUK SLRI DR : MAHATHIR 
tlOHAH4D TODeY HANDEO OVER TO UMNO MEMBERS TO DECIDE WHETHER THEY 
WANT TO HAINTAIN THE POWER OF THE PARTY PRESIDENT TO SELECT UPlNO 
CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL ELECTIONS. 

HE ‘ADVISED THEfl TO CONEXDER CAREFULLY ANY PROPO$ALS REGARDING 
THE HATTER’AS THESE COULD HAVE VARIOUS IHPLICATIONS. 

THE PRIHE tlINISTER AND UMNO PRESIDENT SAID THAT IF THEY DECIDED 
THAT THEY WANT THE POWER OF THE PARTY PRESIDENT IN THIS ilATTER TO BE 
WITHDR4WN~ HE WAS PREPARED TO BRING UP THE MATTER TO THE SUPREME 
COUNCIL. 

THE DELEGATES HAD THE RIGHT TO CALL FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL 
AESEMBLY TO AblEND THE PARTY CONSTITUTION REGARDING MATTERS RELATED 
TO THAT RIGHT OF THE PARTY PRESIDENTI HE SAID WHEN WINDING UP THE 
DEBATE AT THE UtiNO GENERAL ABSEMBLY HERE. 

HE WAS,REPLYXNG TO A QUESTlON ON THE POWER OF THE PARTY 
PRESIDENT XN THE DISTRIBUTION OF SEAT’S TO BE CONTESTED IN A GENERAL 
ELECTION, RAISED BY PAHANG UMNO. -- MORE 
20lSMST 26 04 87 

- 

0403 
U EO36 AAE 

MAHATHXR-ELECTION 2 KUALA LUMPUR ii B ii 



5 5067 AAE 
IIAHATHIR-ELECTION 4 KUALA LUHPUH u Q w 

HE SAID ANY PROPOSAL TO CHANGE THE SYSTEti OF DETERMINING THE 
CANDIDATES;WOULD GIVE RISE TO VARIOUS LMPLLCATIONS, INCLUDING THE 
EARLY DISCLOSURE OF THE DATE OF THE GENERAL ELECTION, LIKE UMrlO 
FIXING THE DATE Of THE PARTY ELECTION. 

THIS HETHODI SF PRACTlEiEDl WOULD NOT ONLY PROVIDE A LONG PEiiIOD 
FOR CAtlPAIGNlNG BUT AtSIj ftCE COM+*~7‘1;‘1Oi$ TO 5EiCOrlE CANDIDATES t4OULD 

5ECOHE MORE INTENSE EVEN AT THE BHd,tiCH LEVELr HE SAID. 
SN, THE t’MTTEA OF DISTRIEUTION OF CANDXDATES, UMNO MEMBERS St4OULD 

ALSO CONSIDER THE CANDIDATES FROM OTHER 5ARISAN NASIONAL COMPONEtiT 
PARTIES, HE ADDED. 

THE Ut’lNO PRESIDENT ALSO SAlD THAT IT WAS NO USE FOR UMNO TO HrlVE 
POWER BUT NOT THE POWER TO ADflfNISTER THE NATION. -- BERNAdA 
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