
And here’s to the next time.. . I.2 / 

G racefully steppingdown, vanyuish- 
ed Umno deputy president Musa 

left no doubt that he would return - 
must likely to take a stab at the top post 
next time. Already, many eyes are look- 
ing uhead to 1990, when the next party 
electitms are due. 

Protestations of unity aside, the 
~Iw,~II~~s of the party election under- 
scored its division into three major fat- 
tions .- that of re-elected arty presi- 
dent Mahathir, hi\ d&ate 8 challenger 
HaAeigh aud Musa himself. ’ 

‘[‘he three obviously ftgure promi- 
ncntly in tentative scenarios for lW0, 
which might even see a three-cornered 
fight fur party president, with Musa’s 
newly elected successor Ghafar and 
vice-president Anwar playing impur- 
tarrt sectrrrdary roles. 

Whether or nut Mahatbir himself 
will ‘stand again in I!NtI is pivotal to the 
question of a repeated, probably more 
hitter,vttempt to overthrow him. 

Many - particularly his detractors 

- suggest that@durthir, given his nar- 
row margin of victory, wili step down 
within the next three years, realising he 
would not survive another challenge. 
CJthers disagree. Never one to shun a 
challenge, Mahathir is not the type of 
man who would want to go down m his- 
tory with a 43-vote margin dog&g him. 
Ilr will want to redeem his reputation, 
according to one political observer. 

If Mahathir does stay on-and there 
seem to be more arguments for this than 
against it - he will almost certainly 
choose Anwar as his running-mate. It is 
no secret that Mahathir would like to 
hand the reins of power directly to 
Anwar, who shares some of his own vi- 
sinus of a Malaysian future. But at 
39, Anwar is still very young and, 
among today’s top leaders, has put in 
the least number of years uf service in 
timno. His rapid prumotiou in the party 
litis attracted jealousy, making nny at- 
tempt to jump straight from being thrt 
most junior of the three vice-?residerW6 
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elected vice-presidents, as his deputy in 
1978. TT Razaleigh was slighted, he did 
not show it. He continued to serve as fi- 
nance minister in Hussein’s cabinet 
and in Mahathir’s until Mahathir 
brought in Daim Zainuddin for the job 
and moved him to the Trade and Indus- 
try Ministry in 1984. Despite Muss’s an- 
xieties over Razaleigh’s retention - as 
revealed in Muss’s private letters to 
Mahathlr which were released after bin 
resignation as deputy prime minister in 
19S6 - Mahathir ‘refused to remove 
Razaleigh completely. 

Significantly for this theory, 
Razaleigh and Anwar can get on with 
each other, and in Anwar’s first stab at 
the Umno Youth chiePs post in late 
1982, rumours were rife that he had 
Razaleigh’s tacit backing while Muss 
backed then incumbent Datuk Suhaimi 
Kamaruddin. 

Even more interestingly, several del- 
egates voluntarily admitted to being 
Razaleigh supPorters while also favour- 
ing Anwar. The loyalty across tickets 
was curious, espeuially since the two 
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to the president’s post a dangerous, if 
not fatal, move:. 

There is another theory, however, 
which while at tirst seems far-fetched, is 
attracting some attention. In this 
scenario, Mslhathir would either com- 
plete his three-year term, or have 
Ghsfar complete it for him asa stop-gap 
president, on the understanding that 
Ghafar himself would step down in 
1990. Mahathir would then endorse 
Razaleigh as party president, who 
would in turn lake on Anwar as his run- 
ning-mate - leaviq Muss in the cold. 

A fter all, according to a Mahathir po- 
litical aide, Mahathir had once won- 

dered aloud why Razaleigh had allowed 
himself to get caught in the middle of 
something that begon as a private con- 
test between Musa and himself. 
Mahashir’s quarrel had been with Musy, 
not Razaleigh, he said. 

Mahathir and Razaleigh were both 
vice-presidents when former prime 
minister Tun Hussein Onn picked 
Mahathir, the most junior of the three 

_____--- 

I 
I 
4 

I 
I 

I 

, 

_ / 

I 

4 

-. 

[L_ 1 MAY I%yii. IA8 tASItAN tCUNOMlC HtVlCW 

have rather diverse constituencies - 
businessmen for Razaleigh and Islami- 
cists for Anwar. 

It is still too early to predict how the 
power and succession game will be 
played, but 1990 is an emotive year for 
Malaysians, as it marks the end-or the 
renewal, under a new name - of the 
New Econamic Policy, a reverse dk- 
rrimination policy in favour of the num- 
erically stronger but economically 
poorer bumiputra (Indigenous Malays). 
As defenders of Malay Interests, Umno 
factiohs may he persuaded not to in- 
dulge in a fractious internecine war at 
that time, for fear of giving ah advan- 
tage to the country’s Chinese and Indian 
communities. 

However, that sort of situation could 
also be used by one Umno faction lo 
show itself as being more Malay tbsn 
another - in which case, the power 
struggle vvould be truly stormy, 
suggested an Umno delegate. “The 
knwes are already being sharpened,” 
one senior Malay journalist said. 

- Suhalnl Aznam 
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