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ALOR STAR, Fri. - Prime Minis- 
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha- 
m;td has described as “inappro- 
priate” the li’;tr _Eastern Economic 
Revkw’s ;Lpology on the Limhang 
issue. 

Kespondiug in F3ahasa Malaysia on 
whether he was satisfied by the Hong 
Kong-based magazine’s apology, he said it 
was “tell+ fC~,Ul.” 

Hr r:r:ised Iv ~~1,~borate. bur adtied: “Just say il’:, 
/r!li f”~ p(i(_ The Government will consider what 
furl her action (is) to bc taken.” 

I)r Mahathir was speaking to rrportrrs during 
Hari Kaya open housic at his residence at Titi Ga- 
jab today. 

Thr Rrvicw carried an article in its May 21 issue 
saying that the Prime Minister had discussed the 
possible sale of Limbang. in north-cast Sarawak, to 
Hrlmci for lJS$6 billion t $15 billion) during his visit 
to the Sultanatts in March. 

The Rf,~!ieu subsequently issued a retractl~,n 
and an apology to Dr Mahathir. which was carried 
by the Prrss. The apology and retraction are ex- 
pccatcd to be published in the June 1 issue of the 
R<~1.iClC. 

“The apology is not accurate. We will decide 
what action the Government should take on the 
matter,” L)r Mahathir said. 

He stressed that the Government could only take 
action against any publication which published li- 
bcl or anything that adversely affected the image 
of the country. 

On his return to Kuala Lumpur later in the after- 
noon, Dr Mahathir was asked by newsmen to clar- 
lfy what he meant by “talk trptr1.” 

His reply was: “The Re&%.‘s reaction to our 
denial by coming out with an apology is not the 
correct move.” 

Asked if this meant he was not satisfied with the 
apology, he said: “The Rvricvc- will understand.” 

Foreign Minister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar, 
speaking to newsmen on his return from a tour of 
Asean countries, said he briefed the Brunei Prime 
Minister on the R<~~.imr~‘s article and its retraction. 

“I told him that this subject will be further dis- 
cussed by our Govrrnmcnt,” hr said. 

I)atuk Abu Hassan added that he could not say 
whether the Government was happy or not with 
thca rcxtrartion or what action would be taken. 

“Rut I believe the Cabinet will discuss the matter 
at its next meeting,” he said. 
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Mahathir Mohamad said today 
Malayhi:t had no right to interfere 
in the affairs of another country 
just as “we do not want others to 
interfere in our internal affairs.” 

Malaysia too has its Internal Se- 
curity Act (ISA), he said when 
cort~rnc*r!ti~~g UG the detentIon of 
NVW Slr:tils ‘I‘Sm”s journalist 
Jenny Chin and engineer Chia 
Boon Tai under the ISA by the Sin- 
gapore Government. 

Dr RI:lhathir said it was impor- 
tant io verify the allegation that 
the two Mal;i;vhians were involved 
in the Marxist. conspiracy to topple 
the Singapore Government. 

He was speaking to rep&ters 
during an open house at his resi- 

dence in Titi Gajah near here to 
day. 

In Kuala Lumpur, Foreign Af- 
fairs Minister Datuk Haji Abu 
Hassun Omar said relevant agen. 
ties from both countries are keep- 
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ing in touch over the matter. 
“I have instructed our High 

Commission there to help the Ma- 
laysians on consular grounds,” ht. 
told reporters at Subang airport 
after returning from a four-day fa- 
miliarisation tour of the Asean 
countries. 
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