
consuming countries, drug 
abuse and addiction was 
held to be a social aberra- 
tion, akin to and on the 
same level as cigarette 
smoking and alcohohsm, he 
added. 

~PM&alls for concertec&~Q&j@fort against 
dent following the against the drug menace. cannot e mounted without . . commitment. the i~c~~ffi- .“I... 

VIENNA, Wed, - Datuk withdrawal of Bolivian For- He said the significance international co-operation. cient manifestation of the 
~~iieDdr Mahathw &,&a~@ eign Minister Dr Guillerm 

.e 
of this could not be overem- “The expression of com- 

mitment that must emanate 
political will in many pro- 

Yin world govern- Bedregal as can& a e. phasised. How this manifes- ducing, transit and consum- 
ments today fo make a The opening was delayed tation should be expressed from this conference i’s im- ing countries to act in con- 

90 minutes to en- was for the conference to portant not only as a refer- cert against the common 
the ‘Latin American formulate, he added. ence and reminder of d gov- problem that had allnwpd ..I _- 

group which supported Dr “Its major significance ernment’s moral obligation the rapid spread of drug 
the drug menace. Bedregal to meet on how to lies in that 

f 
ovemments, but it must also be a power- abuse and illicit trafficking. 

The Prime Minister said avoid a contest. henceforth, wi 1 be remind- ful message to the drug He said that according tn __..D -I 
this after he took the chair 
as president of the United 

Dr Bedregal was subse- ed of their commitment ex- traffickers that their activi- an unofficial estimate, the 
quently elected unopposed pressed at this conference ties cannot continue with size of the global trade in 

Nations-sponsored Intema- as chairman of the main to act together. to effective- impunity and that hence- illicit drugs was put at 
tional Conference on Drugs committee of the confer- ly combat drug abuse and forth there will be a heavy US$300-billion. a mind-boz- 
and Illicit Trafficking here. ence. trafficking as a global prob- price for them to pay.” 

Just minutes before UN Dr Mahathir said in his lem ” he said. He said there was no lack 
Secretary-General Perez de opening remarks that the “the international dru of intention or programme 
Cuellar opened the confer- conference should focus on problem has assumed sue ! on the Dart of the UN to deal 
ence, Dr Mahathir was re- the manifestation of the po- scope and extent that an ef- with this problem. Rather, 
turned unopposed as presi- litical will to act in concert fective campaign against it it had been the inadequate 

gling figure. 
Part of the adequate re- 

sponse, he said, was per- 
haps symptomatic of “our 
indifferent perceptions.” 

For some governments in 

“A most serious manifes- 
tation for a growing num- 
ber of countries in Latin 
American, North America 
and South-East Asia is that 
the drug problem has be- 
come a security problem 
with implications for the 
country’s continued viabili- 
ty and the maintenance of 
its national sovereignty,” 
he said. 

He said that in the con- __ 

drugs 
text of national efforts, 
many countries were al- 

because of dire necessity. 
“Tha exoeriences of 

many li&e also taught us an 
important lesson, that to ef- 
fectively counter the drug 
problem, action must be un- 
dertaken in a co-ordinated 
manner and directed by the 
highest political level work- 
in) in tandem with the ad- 
mmistrative and judicial 
system in the country,” Dr 
Mahathir said. 

Internationally, regional 
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People must be 
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0 FROM PAGE ONE 
collaboration in the fight 
against drugabuse and illi- 
cit traffickin had been re- 
latively well B eveloped. Hut 
there was still room to in- 
crease these regional ef- 
forts particularly among 
States that had become 
j$?pyJ; ~~~~;;~~~;~ 
in America, Europe, the 

‘Middle East and in Asean, 
he added. 

drug problem. _ 

He said one major weak- 
ness which the conference 
could address was the inter- 
regional co-operation which 
was still in its early stages 
or development. 

According to him, some 
impact had also been made 
by international institu- 
tions, such as the UN Fund 
for Drug Abuse Control, the 
World Health Organisation 
and the International La- 
hour Organisation in sup- 
p!ementing the national, re- 
fto;;l and utter-regional ef- 

“The drug problem that 
confronts us is of such mag- 
nitude, such complexity, 
that an effective counter 
would require our fullest 
commitment, co-operation 
and sustained action. Our 
efforts cannot end here at 
this conference,” he said. 

“I envisage the useful- 
ness of follow-up meetings, 
in particular the convening 
of inter-regional gatherings 
of experts and policy-mak- 
ers to examine in greater 
detail every aspect of the 

“This meeting should be 
an inspiration for us to fol- 
low through at regional and 
national levels the suggest- 
ed ways and means of fight- 
ing the drug war. 

“We must return from 
this conference with steely 
resolve to the war at home. 
The conference is only a 
success if the joint efforts 
and co-oneration it gener- 
ates are translated into gen- 
uine and sustained action 
domestically. 

“The global war against 
drug abuse will never be 
successful if nations contin- 
ue to maintain passive re- 
sistance even after this con- 
ference.” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said the rea- 
sons for the rapid spread of 
the international drug prob- 
lem had been the failure to 
reach the minds of the peo- 
ple - to alert them to the 
real dangers that drug 
abuse portends and the hav- 
oc it could create. 

“The tide of the battle 
cannot be turned around un- 
til we have raised that level 
of awareness that drug kills 
and that drue destrovs.” he 
said. 

. 

“We have to correct the 
fallacy that drug addiction 
happens only to someone 
else’s child but never ours, 
that the source of the prob- 
lem lies in some far-away 
land but never at home. The 
battlefront is in each indivi- 
dual household, each com- 
munity, each country,” he 
added. 

. 
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