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visenna, june 26 (bernama) —— no Nation Can Nuiw say tnere 15
nothing it can contribute towards efforts to fight crug abuse and
11 licit trafficking, and the conference, Dy any yarostiock must
constitute a political commitment of the highest orcer, ‘datuk ser:
dr mahathir mohamad said 1n his closing speech as president of the
irternational conference on drug abpuse and illicit trafficking which
anded here today. TN A U ek

The conference, whioh started om June 17, may also contrioute to
another day in the annaiz of the urited nations —— June 17 or Jjune

.26, the closing gay —— was suggesteud For acoption as a oay against
drug abuse and illicit trafficking.

The malaysian leader said that tnhe sUGEREt 10N vas woreny of
further consideration anog he commented 1% to be Cecioed at the
general assembly of the umited natlionsk.

In his address, datux serl dr mabathir also cowerveo T hat
history was littered with nigh and Crandines pPronousosing plenary
sRuEiOn which emted eariy in the afiernoon alsoc approveac a political
declaration anc a programme of comprehensive multi—discioslinary
outline (cmo) as a compendium of mEasuraes WNICH nations could take
against drug abuse and 1llicit trarficking., —— more
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of the cmo, datuk geri or mahathir said "it was tne conference’s
::spo?s: t:hthu auestion whether the international Community could
anslate ®ir political i ; F -
fransiat o] commitment into effective ano sustainable
'"FH’ document did not have the status of & .egai charter, " ne
3
said, but must ngverthalegs be recaroed as & moraiiy ninding pledge
tow‘:da a collective effort in the part of all PERrTICIPAgiIing
countrims to implement the gQuidelines for 3 ‘
‘ Nt reduciny 7 3
illicit trafficking,"” ST Grue apuse and
The varied approach of the cmo added te its asnlicanility and
relevance whatever the particular situatior of the TOUnNt ry
concerned, he said. |
"where there is political will th 3 ]
y - € e ' i TN I : \
o ma wWiil @lWwavi & a way in the

He ?hnn said tret the conference - which Orgwagas Leoecner 1358
countr¥es angd 173 nongovernmontal croanisatlons . r&nr;ﬁwntnd Qt
authoritative levels witih 82 ministers of qDV&PHhMHYi ;:mwelx :s
axperts and campaionere against orug abugw‘ame ;ii;alt ;raffxckan

v

musﬁ_constitute political commitment of tnNe higrest ©roer.
fhe answer to the Question whather our pni;axcmi resoonse nad
been adequate must be & resounding ves' " he said. s
but the next questior thney needed o #sx thesnse . ves was wWhet her
they1 as an international community, couwid tranciaile (ol politi 1
commitment into effective and sustainable &ct o, fE éﬂ;ﬁu. ~— Agi:
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on the declaration of the confererce, he said "the declaration
we have jJust adoptec today 18 a clear expression of our collective
political will to respond to the drug menace.

It underlines a shared responsibility to provide &asprepriate
rTesponse and resources to combat drug abuse and 1llicait trafficking.

"It heralds the advent of a more systematic avnd balanced world
approach. It will provide strong encouragesent to the proressional
and other workers against drug abuse to sustain anc upgracde their
work,*

He was encouraged, he said, by the many sugoestions mace in the
plenary debate for follow-up sctivities to the conference not only
to retain the high level of awareness of the problem put also to
enable them to take stock of continuing develooments and to monitor
progress in of their efforts,

Among the proposals mentioned by datuk seri dr manathir were;-

+ proclaiming of a year cevoted to the fight against drug abus®
anti illicit trafficking,

+ a follow-up conference, and

r the establishment of am international drug abuse prevention
resource centre under tihe auepices of the uniteo rnations.

The proposals could perhaos be followed up oy the UN general
avuambly following preliminary review and recowmendatiors by tne
Coaninsion om narcotice drugs and throuqh‘the‘economzc andg sociali
ceuweil, he said.

-= more
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he then alluded to his opening remarks when he mentioned the
inadequate resources avallable to counter the drug oroblem in
contrast to the massive amounte of casn brought by 1llicit
trafficking of drugs.

" this is true not oniy at the international OUt &1%0 4t She
national level. At the wational level, incgavicual goverrment will
Mave to find the much-reeced resources that must mecessarily be
diverted to tackle tihis urgent problem.

“ at the intermational level, extra efrort wii. save .o o€
exerted to make available additional Turmging atlocat:ons i1 wWe are
to make permanent gains on drug traffickers ang wre atte cant sporead
of drug addiction.

as president of icdait, he urged the governments: "mow 1s tre
time to do this. The longer we wait, the Digger will be the fund
reedead.

But money alone could riot make any impact :f The mecnaniss in
place —~ the principal organs and booies of the uninvolved 1n the
fignt —- did rnot effectively coordinate their acvivitaies, ne daded.

He mlso said there were views expressed favouring thne formation
o a tangible body to lopk into the 1mplevwentatior o0F Che proposals
discussed during thne conference, But in tre reaiitv of trne current
firmamcial situation worldwide this may not pe possible.

" i would counsel tnat in the early instance, this be uone
through institutions already at hand. " - wore
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cgatuk seri dr mahatmiy then salo trnat whlle watiarnces
international cooperation sucn as uN=—GOIMmMg BT TRLs 0N LN Uyart
convention against 1liicit traffacking 1n narcot:o drugs and
paychotropic substance could pegin plucying EHSENTI2L LOULN01ES,
much will still depend primarily on natiomnal efforts by imdivioual
countries.

“ the parallel efferts at the national anc irnfermational levels
that must increase following this conference shoula help oring about
improved results in our struggle against the drug prooblem.”

he also praisaed the contributions of trne non—-goverrmental
erganisations which had been holding meetings concurrently with the
conference.

"from the ngos we have obtained valuable insights into their
efforts individually and worldwide in our common struggle,” he said.
The malaysian leader, facing the assembled nations and other
participants in the main conference hall of the austria center, and

flanked by other important officials of the conference including
conference secretary—-general tamar oppenheimer, expressad his thanks
to all who had participated to make the conference a sucress.

The weather, at the conclusion of the icdait, had turned sunny,
after what looked like an unpromising beglnnxhg to an austrian

T BSUMMETr.

" and to beautiful viernna, in fair or foul weather, and the very
hospitable pmople and government of austria our appreciation for
playing host to this conferevce,” datuk seri dr manathir concluded
to loud applause from delegates.

marlier in the morning, the icdait plenary sess10n had observed
a minute's silence - at the suggestion of mexico - in wemory of
those who had died in the fight against drugs. —— bernama
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