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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs.
— Daruk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the real
“warriors” in the fighy
against drugs were the offi-
cers of the anti-drug task
force.

“The officers (of the anti-
drug force) and not [ are be-
ing honoured,” the Prime
Minister said in reference
to the huge warrior's wel-
come he received on his re-
turn from the international
drug conference in Vienna
on Monday.

He praised the task force:

for its efficiency in present-
ing the problem at the In-
ternational Conference on

Drug Abuse and Traffick-
ing.

Dr Mahathir was speak-
ing at the Prime Minister's
Department’s annual dinner
last night where he present-
ed certificates of merit (o
12 people from the depart-
ment, and a poem was dedi-
cated to him by the staff to
honour his role in the con-
ference.

Dr Mahathir, who was
president of the confer-
ence, said Malaysia must
play an important role
against drug abuse.

“We are respected by the
world for our stand against
drug traffickers, although

many nations have criti-
cmed our laws and poli-
cies,” he said. o

He said the Prime Minis-
ter’'s Department was 4a
large organisation with
27,000 staff and was one of
the most important in the
country

Although the department
was the overseer in policy-
making, it served only as a
base for other departments
and Ministries 1n imple-
menting these policies, he
said.

Earlier, Chief Secretary
to the Government Tan Sri
Sallehuddin Mohamed said
that the Prime Minister’s
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Department was ‘the pulse
in the governing of the
country and as such should
set the standards of effi-
ciency for other depart-
ments and Ministriés.

He said that was why the
staff must be excellent, in-
dustrious, disciplined and
loval. -

Also present were Deputy
Prime Minister Abdul Gha-
far Baba, Datin Dr Siti Has-
mah, Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department Ka-
sitah Gaddam and Deputy
Ministers in the Prime Min-
ister's Department Dr 5iti
Zaharah Sulaiman and Da-
tuk Oo1 Gin Sun.
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