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MAHATHIR-BRITAIN
FROM ABDUL RAHMAN SULAIMAN
EMBARGO: FOR RELEASE AT 4.30AM MALAYSIAN TIME TOMQRROW (JULY 1)
N : — BreARCD ?S
LONDON, JULY 2 $&EERN&M@) -= PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERY DR
HATHIR MOHAMAD: NOW ON A SIX-DAY OFFICIAL VIBIT TO ERITAIN,
TOMIGHY HIE HOGT TO BE +MORE SENSITIVE TO MALAYSIA' S WEEDS AND
ASPLRATIONS+ WITH A PROMISE IN RETURN +7T0 LOOK AT BRITAIN ANOH.+

HE SAID MALAYSIA WOULD ALSO LIKE TO COME TO TERMS WIiTH BRITAIN'S
NEW PRIORITIES AND TO GAIN IF POUSIPLE FROM EFFERVERCENT NEW IDEAS
THAT MIGHT BE AFOOT IN I7T8 INDUSTRICS.

BPEAKING AT A OINNER IN HIS HOMOUR HOSTED BY HIB BRITIGH
COUNTERPARTy PUAN MARGARET THATCHER AT NO 40y DOWNING STREET HERE.
DATUK EERI DR MAMATHIN SAID FOR HISTORICAL REASONSy URITAIN HAD
ALWAYE BEEN THE FAVIURED COUNTRY FOR MOST MALAYSIANS -~ FOR
EDUCATION AND TRAIMING. FOR TECHNOLOGY AND FOR HOLIDAYS TO NAME
SOME. .

*ABILITY TO USE THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE HMAS BECOME +0C RIGEUR+ FOR
MOST MALAYSIANG. THE AVERAGE MALAYSIANS KNOWS MORE ABOUT BRITAIN
THAN THE AVERAGE 2RITORNE DO OF MaLaYSias+ HE SALD,

HE GYRESGED THAY HE HAD UNDERTAnEN HIS VIGIT WITH A FOSITIVE
MINOy CONVINCED THAT +0UR BILATERAL SELATIONS COULD BPE RAISSD T0 A -
LEVEL ThAT WoulD DO JUSTICE TO THE Many TIES THAT HAD LonG
COHARACTERISED RUELATIONS BYETWEEN THE THO COUNTRIES,+ - WOGRE
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URGING THAT MALAYSIA AND BRITAIN MUST MOVE FORWARD IS DEVELOEING
THELIR RELATIONS., DATUR BERL DR MAMATHIR SAlDs +LET'S A@b HEANIN@ TG
OUR EFFORTY, SUBETARNCE 7o OUR INITLIATIVES anND IMAGINATIUN TQ OUR
APPROACH . » _ .

+LDT US TOLERATE CRYITICISM OF EACH OTHER. IF NECELE&RYv Aﬂ? YET
REMA LN STHONG OM THE COMMONALTY OF INTIREZT THAT BKNU@_U?;tlﬁg fﬁlD

WITHOUT ANY SPECIFLC REFERENCE To MaLaYESLATG +RUY ﬁ&i{%bhf;%w{
POLLOY+ LAUNCHED DURING YHE 1931-193% PZRI0D WHICH TOQH.RgL?.iumb
BETWEEN THE Two COUNTRIES To ITE LOWEST B8 Aand THE EU%%@MHQS!
EFFORTS AFTERWARDS £Y BOTH YO IMPROVE LT DAVUR GRRL DR ﬁﬁmﬁTHISQ
SALD STRUCTURAL ALJUSTHENTS TAKING PLACH WITHIN TH? Twﬁ;CQUNTRItb
AND INFLULNCES By COMPETINMG EXTERNAL MaCToRS WUERE ﬁﬂlﬁglﬂu
CONEIDERABLE CHANGES TO ALL THOSE WHICH +WE HAVE HITHERTO TAKEN FOR
GRANTED . + B

HE POINTED OUT THAT IT HAD ALWAYS BEEN IN THE FINEST TRADITION
OF BRITAIN TO RECOGHLYSE EARLY THE WINDS QF (HANGE.

WITH THAT RECOGNITIONy CAME THE aBRILITY TO ALJIUST, ANTICIPA{E -
AND FINALLY PARTICIPATE IN THE PROCESGES BROUGHT AB0UT 8Y CHANGE. --
MO RE
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: +THIS IS AN INVALUABLE TALENTy A NATIONAL GENIUS: TO HAVE IT I8
TO BE ABLE TO SURVIVE AND THRIVE,+ HE ADDED.

’ HE 8ALD MALAYSIA TOC HAD BEEM HONING ITO REFLEXER TO CHANGE,
BELIEVING THAT IT HAD READ THE SIGNALS WELL.

+THE FALLING PRICE OF OUR COMMODITIE®, RESTRICTIVE MARKETS.
VOLATILE EXCHANGE RATER. ET{. THESE ARE STORM WARNINGS THAT WE MUST
HEAD IN ORDER T EFFECT THE PROPER RESFONEES+ HE STRESSED,

IN THIS CONNECTIONM: HE SAIDy BILATERAL RELATIONS DETWEEN
MALAYBIA AND BRITAIN MUST ADAPT WELL: ADDING THAT THE MALAYSIAN
GOVERNMENT DID NOYT WANT TO LOOK PACK.

+THERE IS LITTLE TO GAIN FROM THAT. IN ORDER TO UPGRADE THE
QUALLITY OF GUR RELATIONSHIP, MALAYSIA AND BRITAIN MUST PAOVIDE THE
NECESSARY UNDERPINNING., -

+IN THIS RESPECT, I CLEARLY SEE AN ACTIVE ROLE FOR THE PRIVATE
SECTOR OF BOTH COUNTRIES: AS MUCH A% BOTH GOVERNMENTS MUST ALSO
CONTRIBUTE s+ HE SAID. -- MORE
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THE PRIME MINISTER SAID ECONOMIC RELATIONS BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND
BRITAIN'MUST BE THE FOLUS OF BOTH GOVERNMENTE AS WELL AB THE PRIVATE
BECTOR OF BOTH COUNTRIES.

(DEALLY Yy THE HELATIONGHIP SHOULD BE A MODEL OF A MUTUALLY
BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FORMER COLOMIAL POWER AND THE
INDEPENDENT COUNTRY: HE SALD,

DATUK SERL DR HMAHATHIR 8aID IT WAS A MATTER OF CONCERN TO
MALAYSIA THAT IT HAD TO CONTINUE TO EXYPEHIENCE A SUBSTAMTIAL DEFLCIT
IN TERMS OF INVISIRLE TRADE WITH BRITAIN. i

THE EFFORTE MADE 2V MALAYSEILA TO QRING ABOUT A MORE FAVOURALBLE
c BALANCE IN THIS REGPECT HAD YET TO 2EAR FRUIT.

HE BAXID 1T WAS IMPERATIVE THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES URGENTLY
RECTIFY THE PROBLEM ENJCCUNTERED IN AREAG OF INSURANCE, EDUCATION.,
CONGULTANCY AND BHIPPING. T .

+THESE INDEED ARE THE MAJOR AREAG IN WHICH BRITAIN CAN PLAY A
POSITIVE ROLE TOWARDES ACHIEVING & MORE EGUITABLE ECONCMIC
RELATIONGHIP,

+I7 IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT WE WISH TO SEE BRITAIN DIVERESIFYING
ITS IMPORTS FROM MALAYSILA DRATHER THAN CONFIMING TO IMPORTING ONLY
MALAYSIA'S PRIMARY COMMODITIES .+ HE SALD. ~-- MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IT Wal ALEO MALAYSIA'S WISH TO SEE
AM INCREASE IN BRITIGH INVESTHENTS In HMalLAYSLA EGPECIALLY NOW WHEN
THE COUNTRY HAD GREATLY LIBERALISED CONDITIONE FOit FORELGN
INVEBTMENTG .

IN HIS SPEECHs DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSQ TOUCHED ON THE
NORTH-S0OUTH RELATIONSs THE DRUG FRODBLEM, APARTHELD AND ™MALAYEIA’S
LOCK EAST POLICY.

ON THE LOOK EAGT POLICY. THE PRIME MINISTER SALD HE WAS AWARE
THAT SOME PEOPLE DECRIED THE POLICY, ACCUGING MALAYSLANSG OF
FORGETTING OLD FRILEMDSE FROM THE WZGY, ‘

HE ABSURED HI1& BRITISH COUNTERPART THAT MALAYSIA HAD NOT
FORGOTTEN HER GLO FRIENDSs QUOTING THE FACT THAY THERE WERE NOUW
ABOUTY 100000 MALAYDLAN STULENTS CTUDYING IN THE HWESY AS ThHE
TESTIMONY FOR THIS.

+WE HAVE ONLY ABOUT ONE THOUSGAND ZTUDENTS IN JARAN: KOREA AND
TAIWAN., BUT WE NEED T0 LEARN WHAT Mari3 THESE COUNTRIES EBEUCCEED IN
COMPETING WITH LulABLISHED INDUSTRIALLUED COUNTRIED 1F WE ARE TO
ENTER THE FRaY OQURSELVES .+ HE EXPLAINED. -- HMORE
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ON NORTH-S80OUTH RELATIONS, THE PRIME MINISTER EXPRESGED THE FEAR
THAT THE TECHNOLOGICAL BREAK-THROUGHE THAT HAD FIRED EVERYONE'S
IMAGINATION WERE NOT ONLY GOING TO HELP MAKE QUALITATIVE CHANGE® IN
THE DEVELOPING WORLD BUT MIGHT ALGO MAKE THE DIBPARLTY BETWEEN WNOATH
AND BOUTH EVEN GREATER.

ON THE DRUG PROBLEM, DATUK SERI DR MAMATHIR URGED ALL COUNTRIES
WHICH PARTICIPATED IN THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON DRUGE AND [LLICIT TRAFFICKING C(ICDALTY IN VIENNA-TO
FOLLOW UP ON THE COMMITHMENTSE MaDE AT THE CONFERENCE. o~ RERNAMA
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