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LONDON, JULY 21 (BERNAMA.r -- PROTGN SAGA PARTS MADLI WlI-H BRITISH 
200PERATlON WAS c,NE (JF THE POSSIBlLlTlES EXPLORED BY tJHIME MINISTER 
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR M0HAMAD WITH HIS BRITISH Cr:tUN’TERPART PUAN 
MARGARET THATCHER AT THEIR FIRST MEETING HERE T0DAY. 

PUAN THATCHER TOLDCDATUti SERl DR MAHATHLR SHE WOULD LIKE TO SEE __ .___.._-- 
BRITAIN BUYlNG THE MALAYSIAN-MADE PROm TiiGA. 

AT THE PRELIMINARY MEETING -- 3AID Til HAVE BEEN C~:JNDUCTED IN AN 
+EASY 3 AMIABLE ATMOSPHERE+ AT DOWNING STREET SOON AFTER DATUK SERI 
DR flAHATHlR WAS OFFICIALLY WELCajMED To BRITAIN 0N A S_tX-DAY OFFICIAL 
VISIT -- THE TWO PREMIERS DISCUSSED A RANGE 0F TOPICS INCLUDING THE 
GULF WAR9 THE WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATIQNI DRUG ABUSE AND ILLiClT 
TRAFFICKING, INDO-CHINA, AND BILATERAL MATTERS, ESPECLALLY THAT 
RELATING TO TRADE. *. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHlR T0LD PUAN THATCHER THE Wq:JRLD SHOULD 
ACCEPT A F0RM OF DIVISIoN OF LAB0UR WHERE THE DEVELOPED Cl?UNTRIES 
WoULD CONCENTRATE QN THE MORE SOPHlSTICATED INDUSTRIES WHILE THE 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WOULD CONCENTRATE ON THE LESS S0PH.KSTiCATED 
0NES. 

RELATING THIS TO TRADE BETWEEN THE DEVELOPING AND @EVELOPED 
COUNTRIESjr DAT?lK SERI DR MAHATHIR RAISED THE BUESTION OF 
DISCRIMINATIdN fN DUTY AGAINST MALAYSIAN REFINED PALM OIL INTO THE 
EUROPEAN ECONoMIC CI:JMMUNITY. -- Mi>RE 
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REFINED PALM QIL FROM flALAYSIA IS SIJBJECT TQ 12 PERCENT DUTY IN 
THE EEC7 WHfLE CRUDE PALM 0IL 1s LEVIED QNLY FOUR PERCENT. 

DATVK SERI DR MAHATHIR FELT THAT THE HIGHER DUTY c>N PEFLNED’PALM 
01L WAS UNFAIR BECAUSE SIMPLE PROCESSING LIKE THIS Sti0ULD BE LEFT Tii 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIESI AND THEY SHQULD NOT BE DISCoURAGED FRQM 

APPLYING THE SIMPLE TECHNOLOGY BY THE DEVELOPED C(:~UNTRIES’ 
IMP0SI TION OF PROHlBlTlVE DUTIES. 

THE SAME ARGUMENT ALSO APPLIED TO THE ELECTRONIC AND TEXTILE 
INDUSTRIES WHERE IT WA5 iMPORTANT THAT THOSE THAT WERE NQN-VIABLE 
FOR DEVELOPED COUNTRIES SHOULD BE MOVED TO DEVELOPLNG C<JUNTRXES, HE 
SAID. 

PUAN THATCHER TI;ILD DATUK SERI DR MAHATHlR SHE WAS HELPING THE 
% MALAYSIAN PALM OIL INDUSTRY E.Y HER INTIATIVE AT EEC MEETINGS WHERE? 

WITH THE SUPPORT QF WEST GERMANY- THE NETHERLANDSY AND DENMARK? SHE 
HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL AGAINST PROPdSED RESTRICT13NS. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR THANKED HER Fq:IR HER INITIATIVE. 
,THERE WAS v HOWEVER 7 STILL THE QUESTIQN 0F TRADE IMBALANCE 

BETWEEN BRITAIN AND MALAYSIA -- A ~i!UESTION WHICH BRsSUGH’T TWQ VIEWS 

BASED ii&N DIFFERENT STATISTICAL INTERPRETATIONS. -- MORE 
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THIS DIFFICULTY WAS BROUGHT ABOUT f3Y THE E’JROPEANS’ METHOD <IF 
INCLUDING MALAYSIAN PR(?DUcTS IMPORTED VIA A THIRD Cc?UNTRY 
iSINGAPORE, FOR EXAMPLE! INTO THE TOTAL MALAYSIAN EXPORT FIGURES. 

PUAN THATCHER WAS TOLD THAT MALAYSIA’S VIEW WAS THAT THERE WAS 
IMSALANCE IN FAVOUR 0F BRITAIN, PARTICULARLY fN INVI,‘ZIBLE TRADE. IN 
ANY CASE, DA’TVh SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID, BILATERAL TRdlbE BETWEEN THE 
TWO CoUNTRlES NEEDED TQ EE DIVERSIFIED. 

D4TUK SERI DR MAHATHiR ALSO TALtiED Af3QUT MALAYSIA’S PROGRAMME 
FOR DlVERSIFICATION AWAY FROM COMtlOD1TIES f-0 MAN’JFACT’JRED PRODUCTS, 
AND EXPLAINED THE RATIQNALE FOR THE PRoDUCTIC~N 0F THE NATIONAL CAR? 
AND THE P0SSIBILITY OF COOPERAT111N WITH ERITAIN IN THE PRODUCTLON 0F 
PARTS. 

IN FAt:T, MALAYSIA WA5 ALREADY TALhfNG TI:~ S0ME BRITISH AS WELL AS 
TO SOME AMERICAN ClSMPANIES y DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAIG. 

‘>N Nc:lN-TRADE SSSfJES, THE TW0 PRIME MINISTERS SPQKE IN SOME 
DETAIL ON THE: IRAN-IRAQ W4R AND THE CURRENT EXCHANGES NOW WING ON 
IN THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUN(IIf_~ AND THE VARI’jUS MEASURES 
ENVISAGED E3Y THE SECURITY COUNCIL l-r:) BRING ADOfJT A CErlSEt-IRE AS WELL 
AS A STQPPAGE 0F ARMS SUPPLY. --- tl0RE 
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IT IS UNDERST~jOD THAT PIJAN THATCHER IJNDERLINED THE FACT THAT THE 
. CURRENT EXERCISE WAS VERY 3IGNIFICANT --- THE FACT THAJ FIVE 

PERMANENT MEMBERS WERE GETTINli TOGETHER TI? CALL FOR A CEASEFIRE. 
THE TW3 PRIME MINISTERS SHARED THE SAME PERCEPTION ABOUT THE 

CoNFLICTi AND THE ItlP0RTANCE THAT IT SH*?ULD BE bROUSHT T0 AN END AS 
S00N AS POSSIBLE. 

i 
OATfJK SERI DR MAHATHIR, WHcJ HAD JUST PRESIDED QVER THE UNITED 

NATIONS C0NFERENCE ON DRUG ABUSE AN0 1LLLCJ.T TRAFFICKING IN VIENNA9 
ALSO EXCHANGED VIEWS WI’TH PUAN THATSHER l?N THE MATTER. 

PUAN THATCHER BRIEFED OATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR r?N WHAT BRITAIN WAS 
DOING TO COMBA’T THE DRUGS MENACE* PARTiCULARLY BY INTRODUCING < 

LEGXSLATL0N WHICH ALL0WED F3R THE C~>NFISCATlON +F PROCEEDS FROM DRUG 
TRAFFf CKING. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR S VIEW, AS EXPRESSED AT THE MEETING, WAS 

THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO HAVE A Zt3NCERTED INTERNATI0NAL 4lZTI0N 
f3EdkU:;E N0 c:bNf:: I,OUNTRY l:QULD SOMRaAT THE DPf.JiiS MENACE 4L.?NE . 

,TtiEY AGREE0 TC) r=ONTLN!~E THE DISCUSSIQNS a:lVER DINNER HrSSTEO BY 
PUAN THATCHER 4T DilWNING STREET LATER 1N THE EVENING. --.. BERNAMA 
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