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KUALA LUMPUR, AUG 26 IBERNAMA) -- PRIME MINISTER_DATUK SEA1 DR 
M4H4THIR MOHAMAD TODAY URGED MUSLItlS IN THE COUNTRY Tr) STRIVE 
TDWRDS SELF-RELIANCE INSTEAO OF SEEKING SYMPATHY FRDM OTHERS, 

+MUSLIM9 9HOULD ENDEAVWR 9N THEIR OWN TO ENSURE 9UCCE9S IN 4NY 
PROJECT OR ACTIVITY UNDERTAKEN AND AVOID OEPENOING 99LELY 9N 
PROVIDENCE*+ HE SAID AT A GATHERING 9F AB9UT 2,000 MUSLIMS IN 
CQNJUNCTfQN WITH MA’AL HIJRAH CELEBRATIQNS AT THE ISLAMIC CENTRE 9F 
MALAYSIA HERE. 

THE PRIME tiINISTER SAID PROPHET MUHAMHAD’9 MIGRATION FROM MEK4H 
‘TO MADINAH NA9 AN ENDEAVOUR TO PREACH ISLAM AND STRENGTHEN THE FAITH 
OF BELIEVERS. 

THE FATE CF MUSLIMS WILL REMAIN UNCH4NGED 90 LONG 4s;MUSLIMS 
THEMSELVES D9 NOT WANT CHANGES9 HE ADDED. 

HE URGED MUSLIMS 19 MAKE ATTEMPTS TO USE THEIR KNOWLEDGE T9 
INTRODUCE CHANGES NO MATTER HOU SMALL IF THESE COULD FACILITATE THEM 
IN CARRYING OUT THEIR 4CTIVITIES. -- MORE 
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D4TUK 9ERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IN FACING THE UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM* 
n THE YOUNGER GENERATION SHOULD BE PREPARED T9 DEVELOP IDLE LAND AND 

VENTURE INTO THE AGRICULTURAL AND MINOR INDUSTRIES SECTOR. 
,+HE 9HOULD NEVER BLAME FATE F9R OUR FAILURES BECAUSE IF HE 

STRIVE 4NO SUCCEED, THAT WAS AL99 FATEI+ HE ADDED. 
THE GOVERNMENT9 HE SAID, WAS U9RKXNG TOWARDS EWJLATING THE 

STRUGGLE 9F THE PR9PHET IN STRENGTHENING THE FAITH9 UPGRADING THE 
ECt)N()MY 4ND DEVELOPING KNOWLEDGE BESIOES FORMING AND PRESERVING AN 
ISLAMIC GOVERNMENT. 

+IF THE GOVERNMENT CALLS FOR AND PRACTISES THRIFT? THIS IS 
BECAUSE IT ACCEPTS THE REALITY 9F THE RECESSION AND HE NEED TO MAP 
9UT STRATEGIES TO SAFkGUARO 9UR FUTURE.+ 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE HIJRAH UHICH INVOLVED THE 
ELEMENT 9F SHIFTING AND CHANGE WAS A KEY LESSON FOR ALL MUSLIMS WHO 
9)ir)ULf.j CONSIDER CHANGING BASE ATTITUDES FOR MORE NOBLE VALUES 
DESPITE THE CHALLENGES INVOLVED. -- MORE 
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HIJRAHI HE SAIDI AL99 IMPLIED AN EMERGENCE FROM 4 SUPPRESSED 
P9SITI9N FOR SOMETHING MQRE ASSURING AND COMFORTING. 

CITING THE RECES919N AS AN EXAMPLEI THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IF 
THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY WAS WEAK, IT SHOULD L99K FOR UAYS TO STRENGTHEN 
ITSELF. 

+UE SH9ULO NOT TAKE PRIOE IN 9UR PRESENT POSITION AND REFRAIN 
FR9M TASKS C9NSIOERED MENIAL 9R DEGRADINGq WHEN IN FACT THEY COULD 
HELP US ONCE THE 9ITUATIc)N CHANGESI+ HE SAID. 

THE PRIME MINISTER WAS CONFIDENT THAT MA’AL HIJRAH CELEBRATIONS 
COULD BECOME A MEANS OF PROPAGATING ISLAMIC VALUES FOR THE 
WELL-BEING OF MUSLIMS. 

EARLIER, MINISTER IN THE PRIME MINISTER’9 OEPARTMENT DATUK DR 
YUSOF NOOR HOPE0 THE CELEBRATIONS WOULD SIGNAL THE START OF EFFORTS 
TOWARDS BUIDING A PROGRESSIVE SOCIETY NOT SWAYED BY EMOTIONS AND 
DAYDREAMS. -- M0RE 
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+IT IS HOPED THAT MUSLItlS AND THEN MALAYSIANS WOULD CONTINUE TO 
. DIGCARD ALL WEAKNESSES SUCH AS THE DADAH HABIT AND MOVE TOWARDS 

BUILDING A BRAVE ANDBRIGHT FUTURE.+ 
HE CALLED ON MUSLIMS TO AIM FOR EXCELLENCE THROUGH REFORMATION - 

EFFORTS BASED ON A STRONG MODERATE APPROACH CARRIED OUT WITHOUT FEAR 
’ OR ANXIETY. 

IN KOTA KfNABALUv SOME 400 MUSLIMS JOINED THE YANG DIPERTUA 
NEGERI TAN SRI HAJI MOHAMAD SAID KERUAK AT A TAHLIL CEIREMONY AT THE 
STATE MOSQUE HERE LAST NIGHT. 

THE PRAYERS WERE LED BY CHIEF IMAM OF THE NOSBUE, HAJI MOKHTAR 
RAPOK. 

PRESENT WERE SABAH RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COUNCIL ~MUIS) PRESIDENT 
DATUK HAJI ABDUL UAHID OTHMAN AND STATE POLICE COMMISSIONER HAJI 
AHMAD MAULANA S.M. $ABJEE. 

AFTER THE FARDU PRAYERS, THE GATHERING HEARDi! CERAMAH ON *MAAL 
HIJRAH CELEBRATIONS+ GIVEN BY UNIVERSITL MALAYA LECTURER USTAZ HAJI 
AHMAD ZAKI IBRAHIM. -- MORE 
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