ATTN EDITORS R Re /

PLS DELETE THIRD PARA OF FIRST TAKE OF LTEM SLUGGED +MAHATHIR+ .
HEREWITH CORRECTED RPTN

MAHATHIR

H

JOHOR BAHARUy» AUG 28 (BERNAMA) -~ DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
SAID TODAY THE LAW SHOULD NOT BE USED AS A TOOL TQ0 HAMPER THE
GOVERNMENT'S DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS.

+1F THIS COUNTRY IS GOING TO PROGRESSy THE LAW. SHOULD NOT BE
USED TO FRUSTRATE NECESSARY ACTIONS, PARTICULARLY BY THE :
GOVERNMENT s+ THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD NEWSMEN HERE AT THE END OF HIS '
TWO-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT TO JOHOR.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO REITERATED HIS CALL TO LEADERS OF
BARISAN NASIONAL PARTIES TO AVOID MAKING PUBLIC THEIR STAND ON
PARTICULAR ISSUESsy ADDING THAT THE BN HAD A PROPER CHANNEL T0O DEAL
WITH THESE 1ISSUES.

+FOR THE PAST 40 YEARSy THE BN AND ITS PREDECESSORs THE
ALLIANCE., HAVE MANAGED TO SOLVE ALMOST ALL ISSUES THROUGH
CONSULTATIONS AND I DON'T SEE ANY REASON THAT THE EXISTING ISSUES
COULD NOT BE RESOLVED IN THE SAME MANNER.+
-— MORE 5
1422MST 28 08 87 i

U E259 AAE e -

MAHATHIR 2 JOHOR BAHARU (RPTNs CHANGING SLUG)

-

TO A QUESTIONs HE SAID THAT THE BN HAD NO PLAN TO TAKE ACTION
"AGAINST LEADERS WHO SPOKE OUT BUT ADDED THAT HIS APPEAL IN ALOR
SETAR TWO WEEKS AGO TO DO AWAY WITH EXCESSIVE POLITICKING HAD TO A
CERTAIN EXTENT BEEN EFFECTIVE,

’ HE STRESSED THAT BN MEMBERS SHOULD REFRAIN FROM CAPITALISING ON
POLITICAL AND PETTY ISSUES SO AS TO +CALM DOWN THE SITUATION+ AND
SHOULD INSTEAD GET ON WITH THE JOB OF HELPING THE COUNTRY IN ITS
ECONOMIC RECOVERY.

HE GAID HE REPEATED THIS APPEAL DURING SEPARATE MEETINGS WITH -
HEADS OF STATE UMNO DIVISIONS HERE YESTERDAY AND LEADERS OF THE BN
COMPONENT PARTIES TODAY.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO SPOKE ON THE HIGHNAY TOLL ISSUE! )
ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO THE REPORTED DISPUTE BETWEEN THE SELANGOR
AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS OVER THE PROPOSED ToLL COLLECTION ALONG
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ROUTE TWO.

+THERE IS NO CONFLICT ... THAT IS A HATTER THAT CAN BE RESOLVED
BETWEEN THE STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS.+ -- MORE
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HE BRUSHED ASIDE SUGGESTIONS THAT THE SELANGOR GOVERNMENT WAS
TAKING A HARDLINE STAND OVER THE MATTER AND SAID HE HAD RECEIVED A

LETTER FROM SELANGOR MENTERI BESAR DATUK MUHAMMAD HAJI MUHAMMAD TAIB
REGARDING IT.

+WE WILL STUDY AND WE WILL RESOLVE THIS MATTER THERE IS NO
PROBLEM»+ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT THE ToLL SYSTEM FOR THE
COUNTRY’'S NEW HIGHWAYS WAS NECESSARY AS +0NE WAY OR ANOTHER YOU HAVE
TO PAY FOR THESE ROADS.

+THE PUBLIC HAS TO PAY FOR THESE ROADS ... THERE IS NO SUCH
THING AS FREE FACILITIES. ALL FACILITIES WILL HAVE TO BE PAID FQR BY
THE PEOPLE USING THEM.+

+THE QUESTION THAT ARISES IS WHO PAYSs+ HE SAIDy ADDING THAT HE

HAD ALREADY EXPLAINED THIS WHEN HE OPENED THE SENAWANG-AIR KEROH
TOLL EXPRESSWAY RECENTLY.

+BUTy APPARENTLYs THAT WENT UNNOTICED.+ -- MORE
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ASKED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT HAS PLANS TO DO AWAY WITH TOLL
COLLECTION AND INSTEAD INCORPORATE THIS IN ROAD TAX» HE REPLIED:
+THAT CAN BE DONE IF YOU WANT PEOPLE WHO DO NOT USE THE HIGHWAY TO
PAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE GOING TO USE THE HIGHWAY.+

+BUT THE INCREASE IN THE ROAD TAX WILL BE -ABOUT DOUBLE IN ORDER
T0 PAY FOR THE HIGHWAYS. IF THEY (THE PUBLIC) ARE PREPARED TO PAY
DOUBLE+OR 10 SEN MORE PER LITRE OF OIL., THEN WE CAN DO THAT .+

+I'M QUITE SURE THERE WILL BE HOWLS IF THE GOVERNMENT SAYS YOU
HAVE TO PAY 10 SEN MORE PER LITRE OF OIL.+

HE ALS0O SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD NO PLAN TO BUILD NEW ROADS
AS ALTERNATIVE ROUTES TO THE HIGHWAYS» ADDING THAT IF THERE WERE
‘SUCH ALTERNATIVE ROUTES +THEN IT WILL HAVE TO DO WITH THE EXISTING
ONES .+

+IF THERE IS NO SUCH ROUTESs THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE
TO0 PROVIDE THEM.+ »

ON FORMER PRIME MINISTER TUNKU ABDUL RAHHAN S calL THAT UMNO = -
SHOULD NOT GO INTO BUSINESS AND INSTEAD CONCENTRATE ON POLITICSs HE
SAID HE SUBSCRIBED TO THE IDEA IF +THERE ARE PEOPLE WILLING TO GIVE
$3460 MILLION TO PAY FOR THE UMNO HEADQUARTERS BUILDING.+

+UMNO HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN BUSINESS BECAUSE OF THE NEED TO _RAISE
FUNDS. ALTERNATIVELY, WE CAN RAISE DONATIONS FROM THE PEOPLE BUT _
THERE ARE ACCUSATIONS THAT UMNO IS ACCEPTING BRIBES WHIEH IS WRONG

ALSO. 1’D BE GLAD IF ANYBODY CAN FIND A SOLUTION FOR ME.+ -—- BERNAMA
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