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PM: Malaysian 
identity in 
danger of AX 
being tainted lJST 3 1 AU6 198 

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. 
- Prime Minister Da- 
tuk Seri l&Jbha&kr 
Mohamad tonight 
warned Malaysians 
against the rise of a new 
form of colonialism - 
one? that threatens the 
n&tional ideology, cul- 
ture and economy. 

He sAd independence was 
nqt natural to a country and 
coi:~r,ialism had not t.otally 
e ;:dcd. 

“‘I%~: fact is a new kind of co- 
lonialisrn has been created and it 
has regained control of indepen- 
dmt nations.” he said in his Na- 
tiorlal Day rncssagc over RTM 
tonight. 

Dr Mahnthir said if the people 
did not value the struggle for in- 
dcpcndcnw. they would proba- 
bly not r!.cfcnd it or even work 
tow;lrds I!:; fulfilment. 

“We w;!! then regard indepen- 
dcncc ;is :I normal statr and so- 
mcihing ihiLt WC can have for- 
ever,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said in order to 
defrnd 1 he country’s freedom 
and intcgri!y, it was important 
that therr was loy:tlty not only to 
the country, bl;l 4so to oneself, 
the family, thf> ii~blne and society. 

He sn?~~ the l.vi.rid’s economic 
i,;,we*;s’& (-111uld C:~SII,V c,oi;)nise the 
country 3 ec!,nomy through 
manipulation. 

Thezie powers could cause 
commodity prices to fall so low 
that “w.~ Li’on’t profit from our la- 
bout-s”. 

At tht: same time. these powers 
would work to ensure that the 
country’s production cost could 
not be lowered, so that it would 
be impossible for the nation to in- 
crease its productivity, Dr Ma- 
hathir added. 

“They carry out their instlga- 
tions so subtly that there are 
those among us who want these 
powers to prevent the economy 
from recovering,” he said. 
’ Dr Mahathir said that when 

nlltgidrrs RIP nhlr to rldm-minp 

our economy’s progress or de- 
cline, then the country had been 
colonialised and had lost its inde- 
pendence. 

He said that while no one cul- 
ture could escape outside in- 
fluences, there were those who 
would submit too easily and ac- 
cept elements of a foreign cul- 
ture. 

“In our country, there are 
those who choose to neglect our 
own values and instead imitate 
the behaviour of other people.” 

He said there was a danger of 
the Malaysian identity being 
tainted and eventually replaced 
by that of the colonialists. 

“When our culture is tainted 
with the negative elements of a 
foreign culture and when we re- 
ject the positive values of that 
culture, then we are not only be- 
ing colonised but we have be- 
come a race that is weak and 
cannot possibly defend itself 
from colonial influences in other 
areas,” he said. 

“One of the qualities that could 
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help us defend our freedom and 
dignity is loyalty.” 

Dr Mahathir said if one was 
loyal to oneself, one’s family and 
one’s nation, one would be able to 
achieve a happy life protected 

-from crime and vice. 
“This is perhaps idealistic,” he 

said. 
“Perhaps this cannot be 

achieved. But a civilised and 
thinking human race will strive 
for perfection although we may 
not achieve it because only God 
Almighty is perfect. 

Dr Mahathir also spoke on the 
Government’s emphasis on unity 
in view of the country’s multi-ra- 
cial society. 

He said although unity was dif- 
ficult to attain, racial misunder- 
standing could, nevertheless, be 
eased if Malaysians had a ‘*focal 
point” - unbiased and impartial 
~ t,, whivh thcav \WPPO lnvol 
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