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KUAILA LUMPUR, Tues. —
Commonwealth leaders
meeting in Vancouver next
month must resolve to im-
pose full sanctions against
South Africa immediately
even though one member is
against such a move, Prime
Minister D) -

mad said today.

“We must think of some-
thing to do. There is onl
one member who is not will-
ing (to apply full sanc-
tions),” he said in an appar-
ent reference to Britain.

“If we fail to change that
we should not be held back
but should ahead,” he added
when opening the confer-
ence at Parliament House.

He asked the 180 confer-
ence delegates to help en-
sure that “doubting Marga-
rets” among the heads of
government attending the
the Vancouver summit also
resolve to apply full sanc-
tions. “Then and only then
will the Commonwealth be
meaningful,” he said.

He said the excuse that
sanctions would hurt the
blacks more than the whites
had proven to be untrue.

“The blacks are being op-
pressed. ill-treated and

murdered even without
sanctions. We are only pro-
longinF their sufferings b
our half-measures,” he said.

Dr Mabhathir said he did
not raise the issue with Bri-
tish Prime Minister Marga-
ret Thatcher when he visit-
ed Britain recently because
“I knew her stand.”

He said Malaysia had
been “unequivocal in its ab-
horrence and condemnation
of the racist whlte regime
in South Africa.”

“It was Malaysia which
initiated the expulsion of
South Africa from the Com-
monwealth. And as early as
1965, Malaysia applied
sanctions against South Af-
rica,” he added.

He said he would raise
the matter again if he at-
tends the meeting in Van-
couver.

He told the delegates that
he was on record as being
critical of the Common-
wealth — “and I still am.”

“I criticised the Common-
wealth because far too of-
ten it did not live up to its
name,” he said.

“There is nothing com-
mon about the wealth of the
Commonwealth. Thus the

rich among us frequently
refuse even to understand
the problems faced by the
poor — even when the prob-
lem is of their making.”

He said the poor coun-
tries which struggled to
deal with these problems
are ‘‘belaboured with carp-
ing criticisms for not being
democratic enough.”

“But I am not completely
right of course. My officers
often remind me of the help
we and other poor countries
receive. There is the Com-
monwealth Fund for Tech-
nical Co-operation, the
Commonwealth Foundation

. that is why we are still
in the Commonwealth de-
spite our other disappoint-
ments,” he said.

Later Dr Mabhathir told
reporters: ‘“We made a
study recently and the Go-
vernment decided to stay in
gl;e Commonwealth.”

He said the CPA was

*somewhat different” from
the Commonwealth.

He said the CPA was “of
the Commonwealth, but it
serves the useful purpose
of spreading the role and
practice of Parliament in a
parliamentary democracy.”
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