
Judges 
should 
not air 

Mahathirf 

judge Datuk Harun Hashim 
should not have commented 
publicly on the Constitu- 
tion. 

“If he has his own person- 
al views, that’s his problem. 
But he should not voice it 
publicly,” the Prime Minis- 
ter said. 

At a seminar last Satur- 
day, Datuk Harun, refer- 
ring to another seminar on 
the Constitution, said the 
participants were not ask- 
m for a redraft when they 
ca led ‘i for a review. They 
were only seeking a review 
of the implementation, he 
had said. 

Dr Mahathir said judges 
should not publicly air their 
views on matters relating to 
politics. 

He said if a iudee had 
spoken out on-an-issue 
which later came before 
him in a case, then the peo- 
ple would have no confi- 
dence in him. 

Such a situation would not 
be healthy for the judiciary 
in the administration of jus- 
tice, he added. 

Dr Mahathir was elabo- 
rating, at a Press confer- 
ence, on his statement yes- 
terday that certain judges 
had gone beyond their 
bounds by encroaching on 
the roles reserved for the 
other branches of govern- 
ment. 

He said these judges 
were no longer adhering to 
their rightful role of admin- 
istering justice in a demo- 
cratic system and remain- 
ing politically neutral. 

He had also said that the 
country would face chaos if 
members in a certain 
branch of government en- 
croached on the roles of 
other branches. 

Dr Mahathir said he did 
not intend to meet the judi- 
ciary to discuss the prob- 
lem because it was not his 
right to “offer advice to the 
judiciary.” 

“That right rests, with, the 
!i$d of the JudlClary, he 

He regretted that certain 
judges had involved them- 
selves in making state- 
ments on the issue of the 
review of the Federal Con- 
stitution which was initiat- 
ed by those opposing the 
Government. 

By doing so, they could be 
seen to be involved in the 
efforts of those opposing 
the Government, he said. 

“And this raises ques- . 
tions among the people as to 
whether these judges are 
leaning towards the opposi- 
tinn ” he said. 
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