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KI“\I,A I.ChlPl’K. Sat - 
Prime Vmlstcr Datuk Ser! 
Dr hlahath1r Alohamad said 
t ma- -z-f;failcrS At (1 d \ 
shoulh be made to deter’- 
m,nr why poverv still I’YlbiS 
111 the country deqxte fz:(I- 
,‘ernment effort5 to over- 
c”me It 

He satd the Govcrnmcnt 
managed to reduce the porn 
rrerty rate from 49 3 pt!, 
cent in 19:O to 1X per cent 
I” 1984. 

Ho’.ve~er. thts ~‘a> below 
espectatlcm ccms~derlng the 
efforts made and the mane) 
spent on eradicattng po- 
verty, he said when opening 
an Umn” Youth convention 
on poverty here 

He also launched the gulm 
delines for adoption of vil- 
lages under Umno Youth’s 
poverty eradication pro- 
gramme. 

The Prime Minister said 
the 18 per cent m the po- 

vrrty group did not face 
starvation 

Thev were also not denled 
schooilng. medical or trans- 
portation facllttles. 

“The poor m this country 
can btlll en~o!’ sonle of the 
bahtc needs of life and fact- 
ITtIes provided hy the Go- 

sia \vas noi at a I&vel whet% 
people were starving 

“There are groups of peo- 
ple wlthout an income and 
had to beg for a Ilving hut 
theu- number IS small 

“Others are only relative- 
Iy poor that is. poor com- 
pared with the rich.” he 
said. 

Dr Mahathtr said the 
money spent and the mea- 
sures taken hv the Govern- 
ment to alleviate the hard- 
shin of the ““or could have 
effectively ‘wiped out po- 
verty in many under-devel- 
oped countries. 

“Why are we unsuccess- 

“R’hy do we always need 
addItIonal allocat!on and ef- 
forta to achieve our “bJcc- 
rives ! Ur have we erred 
somewhere m our strate- 
gv.“” he asked. 

. ..\Vlthout knowing the 
reasons for poverty. all ef- 
forts to eradicate povert) 
w111 be to no avaIl.” LIr hla- 
hathlr said. 

He satd one oosslble rea- 
son hampermg the success 
of the G”\zernment’s po- 
vert\ eradication pro- 
gramme IS that the people 
receil’ing aid could not or 
did not use It effectively 
due to lack of interest or m- 
capabihty. 

He said prhvldmg cash 
and du-ect atd were not the 
ways to eraduzate poverty. 

Ouotine Confucius ~~ that 
it I< bet& to teach a person 
to ftsh than give him fish to 
eat - Dr Mahathir said 
many stall did not appre- 

ciate the moral of the say- 
mg and thought that it wab 
cruel to do so. 

“But we must understand 
that It 15 the fishing rod that 
will keep hunger away from 
the man who asks for food. 
not the httle amount of food 
we grve horn for the day,” he 
said. 

Dr Mahathir said the Go- 
vernment had trted to mtro- 
duce modern farming meth- 
ods and integrated farming, 
set up small mdustries and 
formed co-operatives to 
market fertdiser and other 
agricultural needs. 

Rut government efforts 
alone were not enough to 
overcome the poverty prob- 
lem, he said. “The poor too 
have a responsibility to im- 
prove their living stan- 
dards.” 

He said a country with 
fertile land and endowed 
with gold and silver would 
stdl remam backward if the 
people only depended on 
others for help. 

“A country and c”mmun~- 
ty which 1s ddigcnt and will- 
ing to face challenges wtll 
succeed and progress,” he 
said. 

He said from the Secod 

Malaysia PIan (1971-1975) 
until now, the concept of po- 
verty and strategies to 
overcome it were constant- 
ly being reviewed and im- 
proved for the people’s 
well-being. 

He said that although po- 
verty eradication efforts 
were focused more on the 
rural areas where the po- 
verty rate was higher. the 

urhan areas \verc not being 
neglected. 

He said one of the best 
ways to cradtcate poverty 
was through providing 
scholarships ,-, 

Dr Mahathlr praised 
L’mno Youth for holding the 
conventlo”, saying the GU 
vernment would study the 
resolutions adopted. 

Earlier. acttng Umn” 
Youth leader Datuk Seri 
Najib Tun Kazak said the 
movement had identified 
113 poor vdlages for adop- 
tlon under its poverty eradi- 
cation project. 

Under the pr”Ject. the 
movement will get several 
government departments 
and agencies to concentrate 
their activities in the vil- 
laces. 


	Detailed study on poverty needed: Dr M (The Star 13/09/1987)

