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Ilowever, I)r Mahathir 
said. Itterature would he 
meanIngless If writers had 
no comnmment to them- 
selves and to their readers. 

At the same time. writers 
should hr aware of the poht- 
icaI and socml realltles. he 
sit I tl 

l)r Mahathlr said at one 
time. natlonahsts used hter- 
ature ~n the struggle for in- 
depcndcnce JUSt k2b IK3tlOn- 

allsts m other countries had 
used literature for the same 
purpose 

“The drfference (III the 
use of hteraturr) 1s m the 
needs of the respective 
place or region. So, whatev- 
er the aspu-atmns of a writ- 
cr. he cannot reject so- 
clety.” I)r Mahathir said. 

He said Usman Awang 
had changed xople’s per- 
spective of 0 d Itterature. f 
He said if anyone classified 
(Isman Awang as a roman- 
tic poet. It was only because 
of his gentle language 

“Hut hehmd that softness 
1s a vmce of restlessness 
and sham crltlclbm.” Dr 
Mahathlr iaid. 

The Prime Mmlster szud 
old values were important 
hut not all of them were 
good and had tu he followed. 
There were some values 
which had to he dlscarded. 
he said. 

“We must he brave 
enough to say that a certam 
old value is wrong and not 
sultahle for the present. 

“And m mouldmg a new 

and prngrcsslve society. we 
must accept the prlnclple 
that we need to reject those 
values which we feel would 
he counter-productive or 
could hinder society‘s asp,- 
rations 

chang:ch and current trends 
frc,m tlrne to time and 
4lould he actlvelv Involved 
11, Wrlety‘s actlvltle5 

DBI’ director-general ])a- 
tuk tlaJl Hassan Ahmad 
said selected hterary works 
of MalaysIan writers should 
he made compulsory read- 
ml: m schools and tertiary 
instltutmns. 

Ile said hterature was not 
fur a certain group of peo- 
ple hut for everyone. 

This was because htera- 
ture portrayed life. Its val- 
ues. Its socio-cultural ouali- 
ties. sentiments and. the 
people’s problems which 
could not he aleaned from 
science books or other 
hooks of knowledge, he 
said. 

“Theretore,. our science 
students, natmnal leaders, 
fplitlC,ians. government of- 

Icer5 and buslnessmen 
should he encouraged to 
read the nation’s literary 
works because it was one 
way of knowin 

a 
about our 

own race,” Datu Hassan. 
He said it was appropri- 

ate that Usman Awang’s 
works be cornoiled Into a 
private collectibn to record 
his contribution to the liter- 
ary world. 

He said that Dewan Haha- 
sa was now m the process of 
producing the literary 
works of other national 
writers. 

Education Minister An- 
war Ibrahim said on Mon- 
day that Dewan Hahasa was 
the “weakest” book publish- 
er and urged the organisa- 
tion to rectify its weak- 
nesses. 

Datuk Hassan said that 
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nasa woulu De a012 to over- 
come Its problems 
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