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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - 
Prime Minister lk&k_5&mr, 
Maha_thir. Mohamad 

G 
arned 

to&$ that there ‘tiOii be no 
peace in the country if misun- 
derstandings between reli- 
gions are allowed to persist. 

He also called for an end to “irre- 
sponsible allegations” - such as those 
claiming that Christians were trying 
to convert Malays - because such 
talk could lead to disputes which could 
be extremely dangerous in a multira- 
cial and multi-religious country like 
Malaysia. 

Dr Mahathir also warned that people 
:hould be careful about. makmg state- 
ments on religion because it could lead 

to rtots between the different religious 
communities. 

The.Prime Minister was speaking at 
the opening of an internattonal seminal 
on Muslim unity at the Islamic Centre 
here this morning. About 240 delegates. 
including 18 from overseas are attcndmg 
the three-day meeting. 

Dr Mahathir said there was no clear 
evidence to support allegattons that 
Christians were proselytismg amongst 
the Malays. There were only cases of ex- 
Christians returning to the faith after 
they embraced Islam because of mar- 
riage. 

Nor, said Dr Mahathir. was there any 
actual proof that 66.000 Malays had con- 
verted to Christianity and other religions 
or had became atheists (as claimed by 
PAS president Ifaji Yusof Rawa early 
thismonth). 

At the same time, he said, unity was 
not that strong within the Mushm com- 
munity. 

“We have segregated ourselves with 
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different imans, mosques and cemeter- 
ies; we also want to perform the haj se- 
parately. Now we have attempts to set up 
different kampunps to break up the Mus- 
lims,” he added in his opening address. 

Speakmg to reporters afterwards, Dr 
Mahathir said the nlan was to set UD new 
kampungs with ‘their own moiques 
which were “confined to one group of 
people only.‘ 

1Ie said these “Incipient attempts” to 
set up these kampungs were takmg place 
in Kedah and Terengganu. The Govern- 
ment had yet to identify the groups re- 
sponsible. 

Asked what the Government was doing 
to bind Muslim converts more closely in 
order to discourage them from renounc- 
ing the faith the moment they faced dif- 
ficulties, Dr Mahathir said: 

“We can only offer explanations on Is- 
lam; to use other action gr force may 
have negative results.” 

He also said there were no plans to 
introduce laws to punish people who 

were guilty of apostasy. “We prefer to 
use explanattons. Anyway, we should not 
easily accuse people of apostasy because 
it is the same as calling others Infidels. 
We can’t Just latch on to a single aspect 
which we extract from the Quran and. 
with that, deliver judgment,” headded. 

On Tunku Abdul Rahman’s suggestion 
today that Non-Malay Muslims be given 
the same privileges as those accorded to 
Malays, Dr Mahathir said this was a mat- 
ter to be studied “because the definition 
of a Malay is different in the Constitu- 
tion which was made in the time of the 
Tunku.” 

Asked whether this meant Muslim con- 
verts could not qualify for Malay status. 
he replied: “If they qualify according to 
the Constitution’s definition of a Malay. 
then they have the status.” 

(According to the Constitution, a Ma- 
lay “means a person who professes the 
religion of Islam, habitually speaks the 
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Malay language, conforms 
to Malay custom...“) 

Dr Mahathir had, in his 
opening speech to the dele- 
gates at the seminar, also 
criticised a book which list- 
ed 10 categories as to how a 
person could be considered 
an apostate but failed to 
take into consideration oth- 
er factors, such as the envi- 
ronment, that could be rele- 
vant to the case. 

According to the book. he 
said, a Muslim minority in a 
non-Islamic country was 
considered to have commit- 
ted apostasy if it chose non- 
Muslims to be the leaders. 

“There are also some who 
question whether Muslims 
can be in the same room as 
non-Muslims or for them to 
sit and eat together. If all 
these 10 categories are cons 
sidered to Itid to apostasy. 
then manv Muslims have 
committed apostasy.; espe- 
cially in a multlracial 
cp_untry like Malaysia. 

“With so matiy’M&lims 
m confusion over their reli- 
gion, it makes it harder to 
have unity in the communi- 
ty,” he added. 

The prime Minister 
stressed that Muslim umty 
was the most important fac- 
tor since the very survival 
of Muslim society depended 
on it. 

“There is a group who 
think tkt this is-not impor- 
tant and that Muslim disuni- 
ty is beyond their control. 
Then others who deliberate- 
ly raise certain issues even 
though they know that this 
would bring disunity.” 

These people, he added, 
were more interested m 
gaining popularity and the 
support of a certain group. 

“Their action is clearly a 
deviation from the basic 
principles and teachings of 
Islam which tell us to be 
united.” 

Dr Mahathir also pointed 
out that Islam was aeainst 
all forms of extremism. be 
it in speech, action or ap- 
proach. 

“Extremism not only 
threatens the peace and 
harmony of a society, it also 
threatens the security of a 
country. Islam’s objection 
to such an attitude is not 
confined to just one race or 
religion but to all races and 
relivions ” he said. 
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