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MAHATHIR-FIJI
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. RUALA LUMPUR, QCT 21 (BERNAMA) —- DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
SALT TODAY MALAYSIA WILL FROVIDE ANY FORM OF ASEISTAMCE AND ADVICE
TG FIJI IN EFFORTE TO HELP IT OVERCOME ITS PROSLEMS. N

THE FPRINE MINISTER, HOWEVER. SAID MALAYSIA HAD MOT MADE A STAND
WHETHER TO .RECOGHISE THE MEW REFUBLIC &S THE POLITICAL COMFLICT IH
THE COUMTRY HAD NOT ENDED. '

HE SAI0 FIJI WAS IM MEED OF ASSISTAMCE AS THE COUNTRY WAS FACING
NUMERQUS FROBLENS AFTER CERTAIN MATIONS, #OT BEING FAR SIGHTED
EMOUGH, SULDEHLY IMPOEED FOOD AND OTHER SaNCTIONS OM THE, REFUBLIC.

+IF FIJI DIO NOT GET ASSISTANCE, THE SITUATION IH THAT COUNTRY
WILL FROBABLY WORSEN,+ HE TOLD REPORTERS AT THE KUALA LUMPUR
IHTERNATIONGL AIRFORT O HIS RETURN FROM YANUOUVER.

MALAYSIAY HE SAID, WOULD PROVIDE ANY FORM OF ASSISTANCE AHD
ADVICE TO FIJI BASED ON HUMAHITARIAN GROUNDS AS IT WOULD aNMY OTHER
COUMTRY WHICH HEEQED HELP, —- HORE
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THE COMMOMKEALTH EXFELLED FIJI FROM THE GROUPING WHEH THE SOQUTH
PACIFIC MATION &S OECLARED A REFPUBLIC BY MILITARY LEADER COLONEL
SITIVENI RADUWS AFTER THE SECONMD MILITARY -COUP, :

DATUN SERI DR MAHATHIR SHID BEFORE AMY ACTION HAS TAKEM AGALMST
FIJIy THE IHTERNATIONAL COMMUMITY SHOULD WAIT FOR THE QUTCONE OF THE
COMFLICT IM THE COUMTSY. )

HE EXPRESEEDR REGRET TH&T CERTAIN PARTIES HAD COMPARED THE RABURA
GOVERNMENT ®ITH THAT OF THE APARTHEID REGIME IM SQUTH. AFRICA DURING
THE SUMMIT MEETING. ‘ ’ ”

+I TRIED TO DEFEND FIJI'S POSITION IH THE COMNNOMWEALTH BECAUSE
THE SITUATION IH TH&T COUNMTRY WAS HOT STATIC BUT IT SEEMED THAT
CERTAHIMN PARTIES WAWTED TO SEE FIJSI GUT OF THE GROUPING,+ HE SALD,

HE FEARED THAT OHNCE FIJI WAS PREPARED TO REJOIH THE
COMMONNEAL THy THE COUMTRY WOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED BECAUSE ACCORDING TO
THE PR&A&CTICE OF THE COMMOHWEALTH: & COUNTRY'S APPFLICATION FOR

MEMBERSHIF COULD NOT SE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF ALL MEMBERS,
-— MORE
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YHE WILL NOT SUPFORT & GOVERNMENMT WHICH IS TRUELY
IMSTITUTIOMALISED RaCISH+ HE SalD. . o

HOWEVERY THE POLITICAL COMFLICT IfN FIJI HAS HMOT ENOED aND THE
COUNTRY WOULD PRDSABLY MAKE SEVERAL CHANGES, MOT RACIST IN HATURE,
HE ADDED. ' )

OATUK SERI DR MaHATHIR SAID HE FELT THAT HIS PRESENCE AT THE
MEETING WaZ (SEFUL &5 HE HAD THE UPPORTUMITY TO KWEET HITH LEADERS OF
OTHER COUMTRIES OFFICIALLY &MD UMODFFICIALLY. ‘

HE 4LS0 FELT THAT THE SUMMIT HaD COME TO &N #GREEMENT IN HAMY
FIELDS, o

HOWEVERy HE EXFRESSED REGRET OVER THE COVERAGE BY SOME
MEWESFAFERSy ESPECIALLY FROM BRITAIN, WHICH HAD HGT ®WaDE VERY
ACCURATE REPORTS OM THE HEETING.

HE CITED THE S0UTH AFRICA ISSUE AS AN EXaMPLE WHEREBEY IT WAS
REPORTED THAT BRITAIN HAD OBTAIMED & MAJOR VICTORY IM EFFORTS TO
PROTEST AGAIMST ECONOMIU SANCTIONS off THE AFARTHEID GOVERMMENT WHEN
IN FaCT &8 COUNTRIES HAD AGREED ON THE SaNOTIONS aND ONLY BRITALN
WAS AGAINST SUCH & KOVE. -- BERNAWA ' .
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