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PARLIAMENT-MEF (e,
o/ .
KUALA LUMPUR: 0OCT 26 (DERMAMAY ~~ EFFORTS TO ERADICATE FPOVERTY

AND RESTRUCTURE SOCIETY AS PART OF HOVES TO ATTAIN MATIONAL UNITY
WILL PE CONTINUED EVEN AFTER 1990, DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
SALD TODAY. -

THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD THE DEKAN RAKYAT THAT THE OBJECTIVES oOF
THE PoOLICY NEED NOT MECESSARILY END IN 199D, - '

CTHE NATIONAL DEVELOPMEMT STRATEGY FROM THEN OMs HOWEVER. WOULD
HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED IN DETAIL TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE PREVAILING
SITUATIOMy HE SAID WHEM REPLYING TO ENCIK LEE LAM THYE (DAP-BUKIT
BINTANG) WHO WANTED T0 KMOW WHETHER THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY (NEP)Y
WILL BE EXTEMDED BEYOND 1990. )

THE VIEWS OF THE PEOPLE WOULD BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN DRAWING
UP THE NATIOMAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY FROM THEN ON» THE PRIME MIMISTER
SALD. -

HE aL59 SALD THE GOVERMMENT DID NOT PROPOSE TO SET UP A
PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COMMITTEE TO STUDY WEAKNESSES IN THE .
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEP. -- MGORE -
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THOUGH ALLEGATIONS HAD REEN MADE ABOUT WEAKNESSES IN THE
INPLEMENTATION OF THE NEPs NO PROOF HAD BEEN PROVIDED TO
SUBGTANTIATE THEM, THE PRIME MINISTER S41D.

THE GOVERNMENT, NEVERTHELESS. WELCOMED CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISH

AMD VIEWS FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT WEAKENESSES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
»THE NEPF AND WOULD STRIVE TO OVERCOME THEMs HE ADDED.

- 0N THE NEP'S SQUCCESSESy DATUK SERI DR MAMATHIR SAID THE OGVERALL
POVERTY RATE WAS REDUCED FROM 49.3 PERCENT IN 1970 TO 18.4 PERCENT
IN 19384,

THE POVERTY RATE IN THE RURAL AREAS DROPPED FROM S8.7 PERCENT INM
1270 To 24.7 PERCENMT IN 1984+ HE SAID. )

HE NUMBER OF RUMIPUTERA ENTREPRENMEURS/PROFESSIOMALS/WORKERS IN
VARICUS SECTORS OF THE ECONGMY ALSO INCREASED WHEN COMPARED WITH THE
SITUATION IN 1970, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID. -- MORE KR
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THE PRIME HMIMISTER SALD THE OBJECTIVES OF THE NEP HAD TO BE
ATTAINMED IN THE CONTEXT OF AN EXPANDED ECONGMY BUT. THE ECONOMIC

© RECESSION HAD STIFLED GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TOWARDS REALPSING ITS

OBJECTIVES B8Y 19%0.

REPLYING TO HAJI BUJAMG ULIS C(INDEPEMDENT-GIMUMJAN) s DATUK SERI
DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT MAKE DETALLED STUDIES ON NEP
ACHIEVEMENTS IN EACH STATE A% THIS WOULD BE TIME CONSUMING AND
MOREOVER VARIDUS OTHER PROGRAMMES HAD TO BE IMPLEMENTED.

RERLYING TO DR V,.DAVID (DAP~-PUCHOMAY WHO ASKED HWHETHER THE
GOVENMMENT HOULD ACCORD THE SAME CITIZENSHIP STATUS T albL ‘
COMMUMITIES AFTER 41990 IN THE INTEREST OF NATIONAL UNITY, THE PRIME
MINISTER SAID HHAT WAS IMPORTANMT WAS NOT MERE PROMOQUNCEMENTS 8UT
ACTUAL EFFORTS TOWARDS ENSURING NATIONAL UMITY. -- BERNAMA
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