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T.he Prime Minister today 
said that the police had to de- 
tain 63 people under the In- 
ternal Security Act in order 
to defuse racial tension that 
had reached a dangerous le- 
vel. 

He said the actions of politicians, 
mainly from the DAP and Pas, in- 
dividuals, newspapers and maga- 
zines had created tremendous ra- 
cial and religious tension in the 
country. 

‘:The police felt the situation was 
dangerous for the country. I agreed 
with them that we could not wait for 
riots to break out before taking action. 
We had to take immediate steps to pre- 
vent riots and save the country from 
rvrntual danger and disaster,” he said 
when addressing the Dewan Rakyat. 

Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri 
Haniff Omar at a Press conference this 

morning released the names of 55 people. 
They included Opposition leader Lim Kit 
Siang, Umno Youth exco member Ibra- 
him Ali and MCA vice-president Chan Kit 
Chee. 

In the afternoon, another eight people 
were announced as being detained under 
the ISA. Thev included Umno Youth exco 
member F&hmi Ibrahim and DAP 
lawyer Wee Choo Keong. 

Restrictions 
The 63 arrested comurise six onnosition 

MPs, one Barisan Nasfonal MP, r’i;e State 
Assemblymen (three DAP, one Umno and 
one MC%), a consumerist, Chinese educa- 
tionists, Pas politicians, religious 
teachers and social activists. 

The police action started early yes- 
terday. 

Datuk Scfipr Mshathir Mohamad said 
siniZ?%g tookyffick-inl!EX-s GOV- 
ernment had avoided imposing too many 
restrictions on Malaysians and actions 
which could create racial and religious 
tension. 

He said certain people and groups, par- 
ticularly the DAP and Pas. had abused 

the Government’s liberalism by playing 
on racial and religious issues and creat- 
ing unnecessary tension. 

“The country cannot afford racial riots. 
We are facing an economic recession and 
many of our peoole are unemnloved. 

“If-the rece‘ssidn is aided by ‘an unstable 
political climate, the country will be in 
chaos,” he said. 

It was to prevent such chaos that the 
Government took action, he said. 

“We have all agreed on the snecial nosi- 
tion of the Malays and the rights of*citi- 
zenship for non-Mala-vs, including In- 
dians and Chinese, who-have chosen-to be 
citizens of this country. 

“We accent Islam as the official reli- 
gion but also guarantee religious freedom 
for others. We have agreed that Bahasa 
Malaysia is the national language but 
other communities have also the right to 
use their own language. 

“This agreement must be respected by 
all. It cannot be questioned by anyone. If 
there are any groups which question 
these rights, the country’s stability would 
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be threatened,” he said. 
“I appeal to all Malaysians to co- 

operate with the Government to en- 
sure unity and understanding 
among the various races. We will 
not hesitate to take action against 
anyone who tries to create chaos,” 
he said. 

Kcfcrring to his term of office 
since hc became Prime Minister in 
1981. Dr Mahathir said: 

“WC released many of those de- 
tained before 19X1. We approved 
more publishing permits for new- 
spapers and magazines and allowed 
them to publish reports and features 
previously regarded as instigative. 

“Cultural activities previously 
banned were allowed as were semin- 
ars. gathrrings and rallies. Politi- 
cal. social and professional groups 
frEcly made baseless accusations 
and allegations of racial nature 
against the Government. 

“WC thought Malaysians were ma- 
ture and did not require restrictions. 
We thought they rcalised that deve- 
1opmcrJ. and prosperity of the 
country dcpcnded on peace and sta- 
bility. 

“We still remcmpcr the May 13 in- 
cident. There are amongst us who do 
not want a bloody incident to recur. 
Therefore, irresponsible actions and 
provocations should not have oc- 
curred,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir added that police, 
who. had been monitoring the situa- 
tion, felt thcrc were certain people 
who did not apprcciatc the Govrrn- 
mcnt’s liberalism. 

“They created sensitive issues 
without regard for the conse- 
qucnccs. The DAP, especially, al- 
ways played up Chinese and Indian 
issues. They paint the Government 
as one whirh opprcsscs these races.” 
hc said. 

Dr Mahathir said besides using 
r:.cial issues to gain support, the 
DAP also denounced Chinese- and 
Indian-based parties in the Barisan 
Nnsional for not standing up for 
their c~onrmunities rights. 

“Their activities increased after 
the DAP candidates dcfcatcd a 

number of Barisan Chinese candi- 
dates in the 1986 elections. They 
jeered the Barisan Chinese party 
and called it the ‘running dog’ of 
Umno. 

“Because of this, the Barisan 
Chincsc and Indian parties raised 
more racial issues than the DAP to 
prove their strength,” he said. 

He said among the issues raised 
were lion dances, co-operatives, 
signboards, the Chinese language, 
Bukit China, the pledge for school- 
children, elective courses in the Uni- 
vcrsiti of Malaya, the position of Bu- 
miputcras and pribumis and the 
Chinsc schools issue. 

“One of the most dangerous things 
wits to use a temple to have a racial 
gathering,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said many provoca- 
tive words were said when discuss- 
ing these issues. 

“Thr Malays reacted to these 
words ;rnd even went overboard. All 
these were reported by the mass me- 
din which became even bolder in 
fanning racial feelings. Some new- 
s?apcrs and magazines deliberately 
added words to spread tension 
throughout the country,” he said. 

“At the same time, the pro-corn- 
munist factions took advantage and 
provoked people through legal and 
illegal bodies. There is evidence that 
they received material and moral 
aid from countries which do not 
want to set us in peace and prosper- 
ity,” he said. 

On religion, Dr Mahathir said 
some Pas leaders not only tried to 
divide the Muslims, but also insti- 
gated them to hate Christians b) 
making basrlcss allegations. 

Hc said Pas leaders claimed apos- 
tasy was increasing rapidly among 
Muslims and that Christian mis- 
sionaries were converting more 
Muslims each day. 

“In general, the churches in this 
country arc very sensitive and do 
not preach to Muslims. There was 
only one chlirch which unsuccessful- 
ly tried to convert Muslims. They 
managed to convert less than 50 peo- 
ple.” hr said. 
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