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WUJALA LUMPUR —: Malaysia has
arrest>d some’ 63 people’ i a campaign
against what ‘iho government calls ra-
clal and religidus extremigm.

The two-diy police; sweep was
contiming Wednesday evening, with the
unofficial count of those detained rising
to 71. They ark all being hel(l under the
nternal Seéurlty
Act, which allows
indefinite deténtion
without trial. U‘ :

In addition, three i
national new<paporq
—  the- Enflish-
language Star)i the
Chlnesc-language
Sin Chew Tit Poliand -
the Ma'lar -langilage £
Watan — were closed K"

Wednesday by (M-
laysia’s Ministry o Mahnfh:r Mohumnd

ST JourNAL | ¢

Home Affairs. The ministry's srder
withdrawing thd newspapets) publishing
licenses cited the publication of storles
“p.2judicial” to, national drder and se-
curity as the redson for shijtting the two
dailies and the Mahy langtmge biweek-
] 7

Speaking bofore P'Lrh'mif‘nt Wednes-
day, Prime Mmleter Mahathir  Mo-
hamad said thosé arreste wero fanning
the flames of r'u“hl unrest and religious
zealotry among the country’s ethnically
diverse population. The tenston they
created, he added, paved the way for
“communists to\‘ g0 fishmg in murky
waters."” \,

‘; Came Suddénly '

Dr. Mahathir said the crackdown
came suddénly because '“we can't ‘wait
for riots Yo erupt. Preventive action
must be taken now to save the country
from disasttous riots.”

The prifne mlmsterlannounced that
the Ministry of Hdme Affairs has
banned all’ rallies, including Sunday's
celebrationfof the 418t anniversary of
the colmtrys domrinant “political party,
the United: Malays National Organiza-
tion. Dr. Mahathir is_ prmldent of the
p1r1y gt

UMNO y\Secret'xrybeneral Sarust
Junid had predicted that 500,000 party
members add supporters would descend
on the nation's capithliin a show of
Malay unity and qovéréi;:nty The po-i
tential -for racial istrifel wis evident; and |’
grocery stdres 1n the "Kuala Limpur
area rorurtod runs on’ essential Inod-
stuffs ana bﬂnned goods in antic lpatwn
of curfews dnd unrest. %

The cantellation o lhe colebratlon
was wldclyrwelcomed Both the opposi-
tion' Demo }"lth Actioh | Party and the
Malaysian Chinese Aséochtmn a mem-
ber of-the 'Fuling Natlonal ‘Front coali-
tion, -urged, their mbmbers and the
public to rémain calrh. Several mem-
bers of both -parties hdvé been' detained,
but neither party reacted bitterly to the
detentions. dL é

Malaysith Bar Cotinci! presldent
Param Cufharaswam§ jsaid the legal
group intends within séveral days to file
writs of habeas corpu$ bn behalf of all
those det'lmod He safti the bar council
has a teandiof lawyers ‘working on the
writs, which 1l argub that it is illegal
{o hold théé‘ detaineesiwlthout formally
chargmg thém with migconduct.

‘Bolder’ Media

Dr.. Mahathir's {ttement before
P'lrliament"was the f.rst official gov-
ernment acknowledgrdefit and explana-
tion for thﬁ arrests, hich began at 2
a.m. Monddy, While the prime minister
dign't refer to the cldsing of the three
newspapersé he : maihthined that the
“mass media had bdcome bolder” in
pubhshlngl&eports tﬂat fueled racial
and religious tensions.y |

Earlier | R)Vedneqd'x , | Malaysia's ins
spector geheral of kolice. Mohamed

Haniff Omar annoufjced at a press

anfaranes lthat  thoe wore

Culutlcu\,c uiar ney ¢
'wel Have every rea-

Hotalnopc
ueiinees

arrested be é"mse
son to ‘wﬁove that {they have been

Plcase hzrn to Page 7, Column 1
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~involved in activities ‘which have or can.
“threaten the security of the country.” When

he began the press conference at about 10
a.m., 54 persons had already been officially.
detained.

vemralan -Sri-Haniff -said ~the <action” was

- initjated by the police and not ordered by

government political leaders. “'Qur only

consideration is security, not politics,” he

said. .

- . The Internal Security Act permits indefi--
hite detention without trial. Under the 1960
legislation, police have-as much as 60 days.
to hold and investigate a person detained:
and submit a report to the Ministry of|
Home Affairs. The ministry then can decide !
{0 release the detainee or order 2 maximum

" iwo-year detention, which can be renewed'

{ndefinitely. Dr.
ministry. 77 IR
Politicaj Jpckeymg
- Despite the dire warnings by fhe prime
riinister and Tan Sri Hinift, the agrests and
newspaper closings wefe greeted yith some -
skepticism-by many Malaysians apd outsid-
ers. Their skepticism Was compopnded by

Mahathir heads the

the absence of any incidents of racjal unrest '

and violence. The tens :atmosphqp and the
government's actions qppear to hg largely
the product of jockeying for advaptage by
political groups cham
heir ethnic constituencles. \ .
- Those arrested and identiﬁe&‘,by the
police in the past twq days spap all of
Malaysia’s three majoryracial groyps —the
Malay majority and the
minorities — as well

hinese a ] Indian
a range oflogcupa-
tions from rubber tappenrs and nighfmnarket

-hawkers to businessmer{ and politigul lead-
ers. The only commorf thread, Hnilysts
said, Is that they appeqr o have periodical-
ly opposed several govefnment poljcies or
oftended  the - U T Tea

sensibilities.

1
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~ Amid the initial lack of official co(‘ ifirma-

theser raned tha onddan ote Tfrsome arimzrmloddl o O
LE U uIe SUUUEn- Stanpdig reéveguon of

nurnerous arrests, politicpl analystsisaid it

was hard to explain whatjt all meang.
Questions abound, amdng them: Why did
the country’'s leaders Jet racial tgnsions
fester? And why were }e 3ding UMNQ. and
administration officials} close tq Dr.

Mahathir allowed to gofahead with the

organization of Sunday’ﬁrﬁgﬂiy?i o m

The police action and newspaper clo-
sures haven't eliminated some~ of Dr.
Mahathir's more pressing problems. A legal

sult by 11 UMNO dissidents seeking to have .
April's party leadership elections declared '
invalid and new polls held is still before the
court. A hearing is scheduled to be set |

within several weeks. , v

A fresh party poll is bound to draw the ’
deep UMNO divisions out into the open yet
again. In April, Dr. Mahathir .narrowly
escaped defeat at the hands of former
Trade -and Industry Minister Razaleigh
Hamzah. The odds are that the prime min-
ister would face an equally bruising battle if
the suit succeeds. T : '

In another legal action, Lim Kit Siang,
secretary -general of the Democratic Action
Party and the country’'s chief opposition
leader, is seeking to quash povernment
efforts to award the country’s largest-ever
public-works project, the M$3.42 billion
(US$1.36 billion) north-south highway, to a ;
company controlled by UMNO. Mr. Lim

was. among those detained by_the. police -

Malaysian law would permit him to pur- *
sue his action and to attend .the court -
proceedings, albeit without his lawyer,
Karpal Singh. Karpal Singh, a_member of -

“Parliament and the DAP, also Was arrested

with Mr. Lim. Malaysian law doesn't per-
mit lawyers under arrest to be released to
assist in court actions. Mr. Lim, however,
can seek a substitute attorney. i
cxd
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Political analysts and business officials
also wonder whether the potential political
benefits for Dr. Mabathir from the police
action outweigh the longe:-.erm fallout of

«international cntlcxsm and
dismay.

A Singapore-based broker said he talked
to London fund managers Tuesday night
“and they're very upset. This will whip out
foreign investment.”” The broker also’
preCicted dire consequences for the stock

* maiket, That assessment may not hold once
Malaysia’s economy fully recovers and-
stock markets world-wide rebound.

But judging from further steep declines

. Wednesday on the closely linked Kuala
Lumpur and Singapore exchanges, especial-
ly among Malaysian blue chips, the police
action made investors skittish. The Kuala
Lumpur composite index fell 11.3%, and

bmgapore s Stmlts Times index was down
8(7/
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There is the additional threat of a wedge :
I[S !

being  driven  between UMNO and
longtime partner, the Malaysian Chinese |
Association, even though the MCA's initial |
readtion to the detentions was mild.

« Althoupt. the Internal Security Act has1

been used «xtensively in the past, particu- |

larly against suspected communists, Malay- !

clan analysts couldn’t recall a period since
.he mid-1970s when the act was used on
such a scale over such a short period.

Among the roughly 63 detainees held as
of early Wednesday night, at least 10 mem--
bers of the DAP, several of whom hold
parliamentary posts, were rounded up in
the police action. Mr. Lim's eldest son, Lim
Guan Eng, also was arrested; he too is a
member of Parliament.

For Mr. Lim, his arrest marks the sec-
ond time he has been detai.ed under the
Internal Sccurity Act. Following the 1969
riots, Mr. Lim was arrested at Kuala
Lumpur's. Subang International Airport
~upon his return from the Malaysian state of
Sabah. He spent the next 18 months in a

prison cell, working on a law degree and %

improving his fluency in Malay.

Lee _am Thye, deputy secretary- general
of the .JAP, said that the party “categori- |
cally denies playing with racial emotions of
the people,” as alleged by Dr. Mahathir.

He added that “‘we are prepared to do our -
part to reduce the present tense situation™ | Malaysia, which operates two television

and that the DAP has called off all its
scheduled public meetings.

Three members of UMNO were known to
have been arrested, including Mohamed
Fahmi Ibrahim, a member of UMNO's
Selangor state executive ‘committee, and
Tajuddin Rahman, a member of the party’s
central executive committee.

Four members of the MCA were

detained, among them MCA vice president !

Chan Kit Chz2e and Yap Pian Hon, head of
the party's youth wing. -
’ _In addition, five members of the funda-

1O

Malaysia were - Known  to have

2t
mentalist - opposxtwn Pdru"‘lslam se
een
arrested. i
Other detainees cre affiliated with Chi-'
‘nese educational causes, an area that re-

[nvestors' pently has.aroused racial antagonism -and

with public interest groups. Among those
arrested from the public-interest Jrrups.
was Chandra Muzaffar, president ot the
multi-racial social-reform group Aliran,
which is based in Perang. ‘
Groups whos¢ members have been ’
detained are calling for their immediate
release or court trials.
. Aliran zsked the government “to sub-
stantiate the charges against Mr, Chandra
and bring him to trial in an open court.”
The Consumer Association of Penang simi-
larly urged that the government “immedi-
ately and unconditionally release -all those -
arrested as the first step 1o help stabilize

the situation in the country, defuse the
‘ raclal sentiment aroused’ and reassure:

public confidence.”
The association’s presxdent S M Idris .
stated that “‘these arrests have also shaken
i public confidence at a time when all efmeS/
to revive the economy from the collapse of ;
the market are of paramount importance.” i
- A lawyer who performs volunteer, work:;
for the association, Meenakshi Raman, was
among the initial batch of detainees. Her
continued detention, said Mr. Idris, “‘would .
seriously hamper *he confidence of all those
genuinely commiited to promoting justice.”
In his address - to Parliament, Dr
Mahathir suggested that his administra-i
tion’s openness has invited the rise of politi- * {
cal hostility and governmeat criticism, He
correctly pointed out tha{ the number of
Internal Security Act detainees under his
six-year stewardship has dramatically

decreased — to about 20 until now, from .

several hundred.

Media’s Freedom :
He also said the media have never been
freer in their reporting, but Malaysxq 1 ana-
lysts disagree-on that issue,
Several major' national newspapers,
including the Englisn-language New Straits
Times, are controlled by UMNO, as is the
only private television station in the;
country. The party always receives promi-!
nent coverag: by those news organizations, .
and the coverage is seldom critical. -
" The government owns Radio-Television

channels. Those, too, seldom stray from the
government line. '

The Star has been the most critical in its

_ coverage of UMNO and government affairs. -
. The closure of the 152,000-circulation daily
. eliminates the slightly larger-circulation :

New Straits Times’ competmon for English- !
- language readers.
“F.F. Fong, the Star's group editor, said |

he had no forewarning of the move to close
the paper. “We heard some rumbles earlier
in the morning,” he said. *‘But the letter at
noon from the ministry took us by
surprise.’

S CHihese  primary  schodls.

_tion

Sin Chew Jit Poh extensively coversl
issues of concern to the Chinese community, - :
' whil» Watan has been critical of wavmg the
banner for Malay interests.

£ . Mahathir said the police have been ,
observmg for some time ‘‘certain quar~.
ters’ who have “magnified racial issues”’
for their political advantage. He singled out ¥ o
the DAP for creatmg a stir among the !

Tijiiese” § : ] ] i‘_.
cultural 1ssues ——— i

A recent incident noted by the prime -
minister involved-the appointment of non- '
Mandarin- speakxgg deachers 10 senjor.postss
Political |
parties that are members of the governing :
coalition headed by UMNO joined opposition
“parties in protesting the appoimmems and
supported boycotts of the prlmary schools
earlier this month.

Chinese educators and parerits maintain

*_that non-Mandarin-speaking administrators

lack the understanding to perpetuate-their
cultural beritage. Mandarin is the language
of instruction in Chinese pnmary schools.

Other issues noted by Dr. Mahathir
invo]ved the questioning of the sovereign
sstatus of Malays guaranteed by the constitu-
-and = the uproar created when
administrators at the University of Malaya
dropped non-Malay- language instruction in
. elective courses. :

The prime minister also maintained that
Malays, particularly members of Parti Is-
lam Se-Malaysia, have been stirring reli-.
gious animosity toward non-Moslems. In
addition, he said a few Moslem converts to
Christianity have been proselytizing among
Malays, virtually all of whom are Moslem.

Given these pressures, the prime minis- , -
ter said, “the government dare not wait for
riots to break out befoxe we stop this
activity.”

Tan Sri Hamf[ the police mspector gen
eral, said the police are braced to handle
any explosive racial incident or protest
against the detentions. He said, “All police
- forces are on standby and all police control .
centers are fully marmed v




	New Detentions Net Malaysia's Chief Dissidents (AWSJ 29/10/1987)

