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:rt315d snmd’ 63 pcople’~irl a campaign 
Tainst what “ihc govcnknrnt calls ‘ra- 
ai and reiigidus extremi~ni. . 

The two-day police, sweep was 
X~tiriuing Wednesday cvlnlng. with thr 
rioffleial count of those detalned rising 
I 71. They ari! all being held under thr 

itrrnnl Seiiurlty 
ct, which ,iflows 
&finite dct&ntlon 
rithout trial. )$, 

III addition, Ithree 
ntlonnl ncwsp8prrs 
- lb Enklish- 
mguage Star31 the 
:liinesc-language 
in Chew Tit Poh and 
IF MaIn\ -lan&lagc 
Vatan -.- were closed 
Vrdnesdny by ; Md- 
1vsiT’s _Mi!!is!r) of ., _.L _ 
Iome Affairs. 1: The mi&ry’~ x+r 
Jlthdrawjng thd nrwdpapePs: publishing 
icense,; cited the publication of stories 
‘F. :judicial” td,,nationaI d’rder and se- 
.wity as the redson for shlittlng the two 
tallies and the halay-jnngtl$ge biweek- 
5’. 11 .,\ 

Spraklng before Parliarrieni Wednes- 
lay, Prime tiinister Mhhathlr Mo- 
lamad said tho& arreste,: &rr fanning 
hc flames of rahlnl unrest Qtid religious 
!ralotry among Ithe country’s ethnlcally 
livcrse population. The tkrislon they 
:rcatcd, he added, paved !hc! way for 

CalnC sud&nly bccauSc, “wc can’t ‘wail 
for riots to erupt. Pfeventive actfor 
must be taken now tB save the countrq 
from disnsttous riots.“’ 

The prii!ne ministck ‘announced thgl. 
the Mini&y of Hdnv Affairs has 
banned all; rallies, including Sunday’s 
crlebratlonl! of the 41St anniversary of 
the .countr$‘s donTin& political party. 
the United Malnys Natlonnl Organi/,:i. 
tion. Dr. dahathir is president ol’ thf‘ 
party.-- ;; . ;{j. 

UMNO ,~,Secretaty-&neral SnlVlsi 
Junid had @edicted that 500,000 p;~rty 
members add supporters would descend 
on the na?ion’s r*r?pitble in a show of 
Malay unltv ~161 soviirklgnty. The p,. 
tential for facial :strlf$! *kas evltlcnt, ml I\ I 

! -I 
The cancellation o 

as wldfily~iweltomed. Booth the opposi 
on’ Dcmo&atic Actlo c /Party and thl 
[alaysiah Chinese A&clation’, a mem 
er of (the ‘$ullng National ‘Front coali 
on, urged thclr mkmbers and th 
ublic to &main ca1rh.i Several merr 

bcrs of bot#pnrtic>s h&6 been‘dctainec 
but neither Ibarty, rracted bitterly to th 

““Haiti& Bar doinctl presider 
Param Cuharaswamt isaid the 1%: 
group intends within skveral days to fil 
writs of habeas corpu& bn behalf of a 
those detnifird. He salh ;the bar count 
has a team, of ia~e~ ;~o~king on ti 

writs, tvhicd I ill.argu& that It is llleg; 
to hold th4j dctalnecs~ flthout formal’ 
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Continued F’rom First Page . 
Gnvolved in activities .which__have or -can I 

-_’ titeaten the sec’urity%f ihe country.” When 
he began the press conference at about 10 
a.m., 54 persons had already been officially 
detained. 

,.__&Tan _Sri,Haniff -said the =action was 
initiated by the police and not ordered by 
government political leaders. “Our only 
consjderation is security, not politics,” he 
said.’ 

The Internal Security Act permits indefi-’ 
nite detention without trial. Under the 1960 
iegisiation, police haveas much as 60 days, 
to hold and investigate a person detained 
and submit a report to the Ministry of: 
Borne Affairs. The ministry then can decide 
io release the detainee or order a maximum 
itio-year detention, which can be renewed! 
Indefinitely. Dr: Mahathir heads the 1 
ministry. .I.> ~.. ;..) 

Politicaj,Jpckeyfng ,>,I 
Despite the dire warnings by pe prime 

rliinister and Tan Sri f&miff. the drests and 

fester? And why were 
administration 

: The police ,action and newspaper clo- 
sures haven’t eliminated some. of Dr. 
tihathir’s more pressing problems. A legal 
suit by 11 UhmO dissidents seeking to have 
April’s party leadership electio,rs declared 
invalid and new polls held is still before the 
court. A hearing is scheduled to be set 
within several weeks. \ , ., 1 ,) - ,, 

‘::A fresh party poll is bound to draw the 
deep UhINO divisions out into the open yet 
again. In April, Dr. Mahathir .narrotily 
escaped defeat at the hands of former 
Trade and Industry Minister Razaleigh 
Hamzah. The odds are that the prime min- 
ister would face an equally bruising battle if 
the suit succeeds. _ 

In another legal action;‘Lim Kit Siang. 
secretary -general of the Democratic Action 
Party and the country’s chief opposition 
leader, is seeking to quash government 
efforts to award the country’s largest-ever 
public-works project, the M$3.42 billion 
W31.36 billion) north-south hiehwav. to a 
company controlled by UhIN~. Mr.’ Lii 

was. among those detained by_the. police -. 
~SpecialBranch-unit.-i------:-- - - - 

Malaysian law would permit him to pur- a 
sue his action and to attend the court 
proceedings, albeit without his lawyer, 
Karpal Singh. Karpal Singh, a member._ofG 

‘-Parliament and the DAP, &&v%arrested 
with Mr. Lim. Malaysian law doesn’t per- 
mit lawyers under arrest to be released to 
assist in court actions. Mr. Lim? however,, 
can seek a substitute attorney. 

C_3- 131. 



mentalist 1 -opposition PditllS!3riT ‘3s 
Political analysts and business officials Ma~ajisia~~~~~~~ to ‘hiveTeen 

also wonder whether the potential Political arrested_ 
benefits for Dr. Mahathir from the police 

/ 

action outweigh the Iongel-,erm fallout of 
Other detainees :re affiliated with CM I 

..iritcrnational criticism and .investors’ 
nese educational causes, an area that re- 

dismay. 
aptly has aroused~ciai antagonism;-*+ 

A Singapore-based broker said he talked 
to London fund managers Tuesday night 
“and they’re very upset. This will whip out 
foreign investment.” The broker also 
Drei;:ted dire consequences for the stock 
mai kc+. That assessment may not hold once 
Malaysia’s economy fully recovers and 
stoch lnarkets world-wide rebound. 

with-public interest groups. Among those 

arrested from the public-interest o~n~Ps 

was Chandra Muzaffar. president of the 
multi-racial social-reform group Aliran, 
which is based in Penang. 

But judging from further steep declines 
Wednesdav on the closelv linked Kuala 
Lumpur and Singapore ex&anges, especial- 
ly amoug Malaysian blue chips, the police 
action made investors skittish. The Kuala 
Lumpui- composite index fell 11.3”i0, and 
Singapore’s Straits Times index was down 
6.8% 

There is the additional threat of a wedge 
being driven between UMNO and its 
longtime partner, the Malaysian Chinese 
Association, even though the M&t’s initial 
reahion to the detentions was mild. 

. Althouk::. the Internal Security Act has 
been usec’ ~.xtensively in the past, particu- 
larly against suspected communists, Malay- 
: ian analysts couldn’t recall a period since 
.he mid-1970s when the act was used on 
such a scale over such a short period. 

Among the roughly 63 detainees held as 
of ea4y Wetlnctsday night, at least 10 mem- 
bers of the DAP. several of whom hold 
parliamentary posts, were rounded up in 
the police action. Mr. Lim’s eldest son, Llm 
Guan Eng, also was arrested; he too is a 
mernbor of Parliament. 

For Mr. hn. his arrest n>arks the sec- 
ond time he has be,en deta;,,ed under the 
Internal Security Act. Qllowilrg the 1969 
riots, Mr. Lim was arrested at Kuala 
Lump&s Subang International Airport 

‘upon his return from the Malaysian state of 
Sabah. He spent the next 18 -months in a . 

cai hostility and governme,lt criticism. He 
correctly pointed out thai. tl!e number of 
Internal Security Act detainees under his 
six-year stewardship has dramatically 
decreased - to about 20 until now, from 
several hundred. 

Me&a’s Freedoru 
He also said the media have never been 

freer in their reporting, but Malaysi2.i clna- 
lysts disagree on that issue. - . . 

iddition, he safd a few Moslem converts to 
Christianity have been proselytizing among; 
Ma.lays, virtually all of whom are Moslem. V 

Given these pressures, the prime minis- iY 
ter said, “the government dare not wait fsr 
riots to break out before we stop this 
activity.” 

Tan Sri Haniff. the police ins&%%$e& 
era], said the police are braced. to handle 
any explosive racial incident or protest, - 
against the detentions. He said, “‘All police 
forces are on standbv and all Dolice control 

Prison cell, working on a law degree and 1 Several major national newspapers, 
irnprlji ing his fluency in Malay. I including the EngP;n-language New Strait3 

be :-,?m Thye, deputy secretary-generai 
Times, are controliei by IJ&fNO, as is the 

of tht IAP, said that the party “categori- 
only private television station in the; 

.cenlers are fully ma&ed.” : 
-. 

tally denies playing with racial emotions of’ 
country. ‘rt~ party always receives promi- 

the p~oplc,” as alleged by Dr. Mahathir. 
nent covera[;- by those news organizations, 

HP added that “we are prepared to do our 
and the coverage is seldom critical. - 

pati to reduce the present tense situation” ) 
The goyernment owns Radio-Television 

and that the DAP has called off all its 
Malaysia, which operates two television 

scheduled public meetings. 
channels. Those, too, seldom stray from the 

Three members of UMNO were known to 
government line. 

The Star has been the most critical in its 
have been arrested, including Mohamed 
Fahmi Ibrahim, a member of UhINO’s 

coverage of LJMBO and government affairs. 
The closure of the 152,OOO-circulation daily 

b 

Selangor state executive ‘committee, and 1 
Tajuddin Rahman, a member of the party’s 

eliminates the slightly larger-circulation 
New Straits Times’ competition for English- ! 4 

central executive committee. language readers. 
Four members of the MCA were F.F. Fong. the Star’s group editor, said ’ 

dctaincd, among them .hlCA vice president he had no forewarning of the move to Close d 
Chan Kit I,r,?e and Yap Pian Hon, head of the paper. “We heard some rumbles earlier 
the party’s youth wing. in the morning,” he said. “But the letter at 

In addition, five members of the funda- noon from the ministry took us by 
surprise.” 

Groups who% members have been 
detained are calling for their immediate 
release or court ttials. 

Aliran asked the government “to sub- 
stantiate the charges against My: Chandra 
and bring him to trial in an open court.” 
The Consumer Association of Penang simi- 
larly urged that the government “immedi- 
ately and unconditionally release all those 
arrested as the first step to help stabilize 
the situation in the country, defuse the 
racial sentiment aroused and reassure 
public confidence.” I 

The association’s president S:M. Idrls 
stated that “these arrests havi also shake; 

cultural issues. 
A recent incident noted by the prime 

minister involved-the appointment of non- 

parties that a;e me&bers of the governing ; 
coalition headed by UMNO joined opposition 

,parties in protesting the appointments and 
supported boycotts of the primafy schools 
earlier this month. ,. _ 

Chinese educators and parerits maintain 
that non-Mandarin-speaking’administrators 
lack the understanding to perpetuate’their 
cultural heritage. Mandarin is the language 

public confidence at a time when all efforts 1, : of instruction in Chinese primary schools. 
to revive the economy from the collapse of : : 
the market are .of paramount Importance.” 

Other issues noted by Dr..Mahathir 
i .Involved the questioning of the sovereign 

A lawyer who Performs volunteer, work : ;status of Malays guaranteed by the constitu- 
for the association, Meenakshi RFUXlIl, WaS tion -and the uproar created When 

1% 
I 

Sin Chew Jit Poh extensively covers 1 , 
issues of concern to the Chinese community, ‘! 
whi!a Watan has been critical of waving the ’ 
banner for Malay interests. ’ 

Tr. Mahathir said the police have been 
observing for some time “certain quar- j 
ters” who have “magnified racial issues” 
for their political advantage. He singled out? 
the DAP for creating a stir among the 

among the initial batch of detainees. Her aelmlnistrators at t& University of Malaya 
continued detention, said Mr. Idris.,“would dropped non-Malay-language instruction in 
seriously hamper +.he confidence of all those : &ctive courses. .,; 
genuinely committed to promoting justice.“-! 

In his address to Parliament, Dr. ! 
The prime minister also maintained that 

Mahathir suggested that his administra-:i 
Malays. particularly membkrs of Parti Is- 

tion’s openness has invited the rise of politi- ” 

1 am Se-Malaysia, have been stirring r&i- 
f pious animositv toward non-Moslems. In 
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