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‘Cannot wait until riot flares,' says Ptyl -“* , ” ’ , ;’ ‘:.,, ,;‘, 

By Suhaini Aznam in Kuala Lumpur 

m Its-r weeks of political and racial 
#+ tcnsicm, and fearing a breakdown 
in law and or&r, the Malaysi.:n Gov- 
crnmcnt on 27 October dctaincd 63 
pcoplc including oppositicln leader Lim 
Kit SIXIIR, in its higgcst swoop under the 
Internal Security Act (ISA) since the 
12-year anti-conimunist Emergency was 
lifted in 10~~0. At Icast 15 of the dc- 
tainccs arc Iroin opposition political 
partics, six front lhe rulingco+Jition par- 
tics, six Irom public-intcrest groups and 
Ihrce Chinese educat,ionists. 

‘l‘hc following day, the government 
revoked ~hc publishing licencc of tbrcc 
local ncwhpapcrs! the English-language 
daily ‘/7rc* Slur, the Chinese-language 

..%FJ C’lrc,~~Ji/ 1’011 and the Lsallilsa Malay- 
SI;l tilblOid \Y&Nl. 771f? StUr, OWrlCd by 
the Malaysian Chinese Associ.;iion 
(M(X), is the more editorially indepen- 

c 

dent of the country’s two English-lan- 
guage newspapers while Waturi gives a 
regular airing lo opposition views. The I 
revoking of their liccnces, like the de- 
tcntions, are theoretically indefinite. 

Speaking on national television on 
LX October, Prinlc hlinistcr Datuk Seri 
Mahathir Mohamad accused the oppo- 
sition I)crnocratic Action Party (DAP) 
of championing racial issues 2 particu- 
larly Chinese and Indian issues-which 
in turn had caused.National Front par- 
tics to,try to out-do it. This had pro- 
duced a heightened teaction from 
Malays, he said. 

“‘1‘11~~ government can not wait until 
riot llarcs up before taking action,” he 
added. 

Stating that the arrests were made 
because a hrcakdown in law and order 
WiIS imminent, lhe Inspector-(;encr;lI of 
Police Tan Sri llaniff Omar, said: “If it 
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s not imminent, we would not have 
acted now.” The arrests were made on 
iiis orders. The grounds for art&t were 
not specified, t-laniff merely saying that 
“we have sufficient grounds,!’ ‘Under 
Ihe ISA, the police can detain a person 
without trial for a maximum of 60 days, 
after w?ich further detention is possible” 
with the signature of the home minister. 3 

“The police gave deep consideration 
to what we have done and we found it 
absolutely necessary to contain the 
di~ngerous situation in the country,“! 
I-ianiff said. Whether the spat!, of ar- 
rests would stop at 63 “depends on’the ; 
outcqme +f present invcsllgations,” hc : 
added. “WC will detaig ,mory @ople ,if,’ 
ii’s necessary.” 
,. Two leaders from the &&ant’: 
United Malays National Or anisation 
(Umno) Youth wing, Tajud 8, m Abdul, 
Rahman and Ibrahim Ali, were among 
those dctained:Otheys from the ruling 
coalition held in the swoop included 
MCA youth chief Datuk Yap Pian Hqn. 
and vice-president Chan Kit Chee. 

Ironically, Lim, leader of DAP, and 
vociferous DAP lawyer Karpal Sin 
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were arrested when they went to t le. 
police station to inquire about IWO ear- 
lier arrests of DAP members .-I- one of 
them Lim’S son, !.latacca Ml’ Ljlli Guqn 
Eng. i ) i.,, ‘, :/I 

Conspicuous among the detainees 1 
frompublic-interest groups were Aliran 
prcsldcnt Chandra Muzaffar;. Con- 
sumcr Association Penang legal adviser,. 
hleenakshi Kaman and-Tan Ka Kheng, i 
vice-president of the Environmental 
Protection Society Malaysia, 6 stau!lch 
campaigner in the Papan anti-radioac- 
tive niovcnient. 

The detainees came. from ,a wide’; 
cross-section of rofessions and affilia: 
tions, and Ham f told a press briefing I 7 
that some of them acled in concert whije 
others acted individually. 

‘To remove one of the more contenti- 
ous personalities froin the scene, the 
MCA on the night of the arrests sent 
controversial Labo. r Minister Lee Kim i 
Sai on extended le “a ve and he flew to 
Australia. Umno had been demanding 
Lee’s resignation because of his stand 
on Chinese educ’atiotiL the issue which 
spai-ked the whole crisis (REVIEW, ,29 
Oct. and page 26). !.‘i ,; 

Apart from the security needs menit 
tioned by Haniff, other reasons for the ’ 
startling action are still unclear. One, 
theory bandied about is that the arrests 
arc to placale Umno for die fact that 4 
mammoth and potentially provocative 
rally planned for 1 November wascalltd 
off by the prime minister,, ..‘I cl 
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