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KUALA LUMPURs NOV 15 - (BERNAMA) -~ DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
ToDAY URGED HISTORIANS NOT TO MERELY ACT AS RECORDERS OF THE PAST
BUT ALSO TO INTERPRETE ACHIEVEMENTS THROUGH THE AGES TO SERVE AS A
GUIDE TO THE FREGENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS. N

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT AS DISCOVERERS AND INVESTIGATORS WOF
THE PASTy HIGTORIANGS AND ARCHAEOLOGISTS SHOULD INTERPRETE THE
RELEVANCE OF LANGUAGE, LITERATURE, RELIGION AMD ARTSE TQ PRESENT AND
FUTURE NEEDS.

+SUCH INTERPRETATIONS OF PERMANENT AGE-OLD VALUES OF HUMAN
MORESy ETHICS AND PHILOSOPHY WILL MNOT ONLY SERVE A5 A GUIDE FOR THE
FUTURE BUT ALSO A5 A BULWARK AGAINST THE DANGERS OF
DEFERSONALISATION OF HUMANITY.+ HE SAID WHEN OPENING THE SIXTH
INTERNATIONAL TAMIL RESEARCH CONFERENCE HERE.

ABOUT 3,000 PEOPLE PACKED THE DEWAN MERDEKA AT THE PUTRA WORLD
TRADE CENTRE TO WITNESS THE OPEMING CEREMONY WHILE AMOTHER 2,000
MORE HAD TO MOMITOR THE PROCEEDINGS FOR CLOBED~CIRCUIT TELEVISION
CSETS OUTSIDE THE HaLL.

NELEGATES FROM 14 COUNTRIES ARE ATTENDING THE FIVE-DAY
CONFERENCE ORGAMISED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TAMIL
RESEARCH (IATR)> ANMD THE DEPARTHMENT OF INDIAN STUDIES OF UNIVERSITI

MALAYA. -~ MORE -

1409M3T 15 11 87

R EZ81 AAE
MAHATHIR-TAMIL 2 KUALLA LUMPUR

DATUK GERI DR MAHATHIR SAILD THE FIELD OF TAMIL STUDIES WAS A
LARGE ONE INVOLVING VARIOUS DISCIPLINES SUCH AS LINGUISTICS:
LITERATUREYy HISTORYs ARCHAECLOGYs ANTHROPOLOGYs SOCIOQLOGY AND
SCIENCE.

HE SAID THE TaMIL LANGUAGE, WITH ITS LONG HISTORYy HAD BEEN
ACKNOWLEDGED BY SCHOLARS AS ONE OF THE HMOST MELODIOUS LANGUAGES OF
THE WORILD.

SUCH A QUALITYs HE SAIDy» HAD BEEN ATTAINED THROUGH A LONG PERIOD
OF DEVELOPMENT AND CULTIVATION BY HMAMY GENERATIONS 0OF SCHOLARS,
POETSy TEACHERS AND STUDENTS SINCE ANCIENT TIMES.

EARLIERy WORKS MINISTER DATUK S. SAMY VELLUs WHO I8 ALSO IATR
CHAIHRMAN, SAID THE CONFERENMCE HAD BROUGHT TOGETHER SCHOLARS IN THE
FIELD OF TAMIL STUDIES TO PRESENT THE RESULTS 0OF THEIR LATEST
RESEARCHES COMCERMING THE VARIONUS ABPECTS OF TAMIL CULTURE.

HE SA10 THE CONFERENCE WOULD ALSO ASSESS THE ROLE AND
DEVELOPMEMNT OF TAMIL IN THE MODERN WORLD. -— DRERNAMA
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