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SIIPERPdWEkS mu& s t o p
pumping their rcsourccs  into
their cndlcss and “mad” arms
I’IICC and channel them instead
.illto  production of useful and
cxh(>;lpcr goods which could
spread wt‘alth throughout the
wrlrld.

I);rtuk Scri Qr Mahathir Mo--._I_hamad vrsttrdav  ask68  t h r
supcrpo&crs  to end the a r m s
t‘a(‘c and help return sanity to
the business world.

Hc underlined the sad state
of ikffairs now, where  man was
spending rrsourccs o n  a r m s
technology  which could other-
wise bc spent to rebuild the
economic svstcm.

“ W h a t  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y
wrong is that technology has
orrtstrippcd  human capabili-
ticxs  to malrc  USC or take advan-
1;tgc of thcsc t e c h n o l o g i e s
without disturbing human en-
\ ironmcnt.

“Technologically the Strate-
gic, Ijrfcnse Initiative (SDI) is
cntircly  possible.  But to attain
this possibility all resources of
ii State has to bc diverted to
these  weapons which ideally
should not bc used if they arc
to scrvc their  purpose,” he
said.

Fantastic
Becaust  of this,‘the Uni ted

States  runs up fantastic defi-
cits in its budget, thus distort-
ing not only its own industrial
drvelopmcnt but also that of
the cntirc  world.

The Soviet  Union,  whose
people arc poor, would now di-
vert its rcsourccs into wea-
pons manufacturing-to keep
up with the US.

“With so much money di-
~crtcd to the endless s e a r c h
and manuf;_cture  of increas-
ingly moro effective and more
costly weapons, all other areas
must bc starved for money,”
hc said.

Hc ad&d that if there was
going to be an economic reco-
very, the mad race to design
and manufacture endless im-
proved arms using ever more
sophisticated and costly tech-
nolog,y must stop.

“Money must go back to the
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  useful  a n d
chcapcr necess i t ies  or  cvcn
luxury itrms, the production
of which will consume raw
materials,  crcatc j o b s  a n d
spread wealth  throughout the
world.” he said.

Dr Mahathir also reminded
major economic powers that it
was their responsibility to re-
huild the world economy be-
cause small and poor nations
c,ould not do so.

The sm;11l  and poor nations
have no influence on the world
market; so the responsibility
for restoring order in the in-
ternational economy lies with
the big nations, he said.

Dr Mahathir also unders-
cored the damage recent ccon- ,
omit cvcnts had done to world
confidence in the e c o n o m i c
system, but expressed confi-
dence, ncverthcless, that “cool
heads and strong pol i t ical
leadership” among big powers
could still restore the cquili-
hrium.
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