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r i Mahathir’s crackdown asserts Urnno’s dominance but does not end disunity

By Suhaini Aznam  and Rodney Tasker in Kuala Lumpur

B y invoking sensitive race relations
as a maior  political issue leading to

the arrests of opposition politicians &rd
other alleged agitators. Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Mahathir Mohamad has
clearly re-established his Malay party’s
dominance over Malaysia’s political
landscape. But the race issue may well
prove to be a double-edged sword. and
Mahathir’s deft manoeuvring over the
past few weeks has failed to provide any
lasting solution to the equally worri-
some splits remaining in his party.

With the Malay-Chinese race bogie
norm once again out in the open, the
unity and strength of the dominant
United Malays National Organisation
(Umno) is at a premium. By detain-
ing 94 leading opposition politicians
and other alleged racial agitators,
Mahathir’s government may have
gained time for the prime minister in his
bid to induce his party to close ranks be-
hind him. but he has to show his rivals
and fractious party lieutenants that he is
the enduring strong leader they need to
make them drop their own intrigues.

While Mahathir may have been
forced by circumstances to handle race
as a political issue. some of his second-
echelon leaders have’shown they have
no inhibitions in exploiting the situation
for their  own purposes.  Poli t ical
analysts view Umno Secretary-General
and Agriculture Minister Datuk Seri
Sanusi Junid. actine U m n o  Y o u t h
leader Datuk’ Seri N”ajib Tun Razak,
and Selangor Chief  Minister  Datuk
Muhammad Muhammad Taib, among
those who effectively forced Mahathir’s
hand by over-reacting to demands on
the Chinese education issue by Chinese
politicians - who were also vying with

, each other to champion the racial cause.
Ever since the bi t ter  run-up to

April’s Umno election and the unpre-
cedented challenge to himself as party
president, Mahathir has led a deenlv
factionalised party which shows Iii&
sign of actually wanting a compromise.
Despite the flexing of muscles by the
Mahathir faction with the arrests under
the country’s stringent Internal Security
Act, party members show little inclina-
tion to patch up their political squabbles.

Some cynics say that a pending suit
by 11 Umno members challenging the
validity of the April election, which
Mahathir won by only 43 votes, was a
major factor triggering the recent
clampdown. According to this theory,
while the police may genuinely have
wanted to put the 94 behind bars, it was

strange that so many “security threats”
should be allowed to roam free while
police waited for the right moment.

If this adds up to a continuing weak
Umno, it could have repercussions not
only for the Malays but also the non-
Malay communities. Chinese politicians
who cast their minds back to the race
riots in 1969 know only too well that a
weak ruling Malay party spawns
paranoia among the Malay community,
which can translate into vtolence if they
feel the Chinese are pushing their luck
by challenging the unwritten social con-

indigenous Malavs to work in the
pad& fields. All’ three races worked
to build the nation, but in separate
ways.

Later, it was mainly the Malays who
negotiated the country’s independence.
Significantly, Umno assemblies in re-
cent years hark back to the spirit of 1946
- honouring the Malay fathers whoop-
Dosed the British Malavan Union vro-
posal which would ha;e removed’the
special position of the Malavs and clip-
ped thg sultans
the subsequent r:

tract at t h e  time ot ,
i n d e p e n d e n c e  -
under which it was 4 Mahathir’s governmirnt
agreed the Malays may have gained time for
should have political the mime minister in his bid
dominance .

If Umno has its
divisions. the

to induce his party to close
ranks behind him. . .)

,

powers -‘instead of
‘ederation of Malaya

agreement which ac-
tually gave birth to
the,. nation in 1957.
The Chinese and In-
dians gained more
by the Malayan
Union plan, so that
today, re-enacting

Chinese lack a rec-  t h e  a n t i - M a l a v a n
ognised leader. None of the contenders
- Malaysian Chinese Association
(MCA) president Datuk Ling Lion&
Sik, Penang Chief Minister Lim Chong
Eu of the predominantly Chinese
Gerakan party,  Gerakan president
Datuk Lim Kheng Yaik and the opposi-
tion Democratic Action Party (DAP)
secretary-general Lim Kit Siang - can
claim to speak for the Chinese.

It is a familiar theme in newly inde-
pendent nations: a lack of community
cohesion among races because of an ab-
sence of shared history. In colonial
days, the British brought the Chinese to
work Malaya’s tin mines and Indians to
toil in the rubber estates, leaving the

I* ’

UniQn plan, so that today, re-enacting
the anti-Malayan ‘Union fight is not
o n l y  a n assertion of anti-British
nationalism but also specifically Malay
nationalism.

Today, one of the pressing problems
in both Umno and the MCA is a lack

of leadership continuity. Only two of
U m n o ’s  cab ine t  min i s t e r s  a re  o f
the first-generation, pre-independence
ranks: Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar
Baba and Defence Minister Tunku
Ahmad Rithauddeen. In the MCA,
none of the leaders go back that far. As
a consequence, young political leaders
tend not to appreciate the country’s
carefully laid foundations of communal
tolerance.

Moreover. as one retired politician
recalled, cross-party, cross-racial rap-
port was eroded in the National Front
coalition as it grew larger and the lead-
ers younger. This contrasts sharply with
the days of the National Front’s precur-
sor. the Alliance, in the 1960s when
party leaders went freely to each others’
homes and the word of then prime
minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, was
assurance enough for MCA leader Tun
Tan Siew Sin.

That trust is noticeably missing today
- as is mutual understanding. The
Chinese, with some justification. see
the Malays in the role of winner-takes-
all: not only political control but an eco-
nomic monopoly, as well as the right to
restrict the propagation of Chinese cul-
ture. That explains why the MCA, as
well as Gerakan, sent representatives to
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a Chinese gatheringat a Kuala Lumpur
temple on 11 October to protest the
government’s appointment of non-
Mandarin speaking teachers to Chinese
schools, which they feared further
threatened the use of the Chinese
mother tongue. For the MCA. apart
from a desire to urevent  the DAP from
stealing a fundamental Chinese issue as
its own, there was the feeling that this
represented a further unacceptable
Malay incursion into what the party
considered its community’s basic rights.

It is no secret that after the 1986 gen-
eral election Umno. which won an awe-
some 83 out of 148 National Front seats
in the 177-member  parliament - only
six short of an absolute majority - saw
the chance to rule without the encum-
brance of coalition partners.

The Chinese feel that Umno’s grow-
ing control is at the expense of non-
Maiays -particularly the Chinese.

Over the years, and particularly with
the New Economic Policy (NEP) intro-
duced after the 1969 race riots with a
view to forcing a larger share of the
country’s corporate wealth into the
hands of the Malays, the Chinese feel
they have been repeatedly thwarted in
their quest for relative equality.
Economically, the picture is bleak for
race relations. bearing in mind the stric-
tures of the NEP.

A barely increasing economic pie -
1986 saw a GDP growth of 1.2% inching
up to a projected growth of only 2% for
1987 - has forced the Malaysians to
think in terms of racial shares. a subject
they could afford to ignore for 10 years,
when the GDP growth was a healthy
7.7% and there seemed to be plenty for
ail.

Chinese education was a base line,
but in their haste the Chinese over-
looked the fact that they lacked a trump
card to see the recent language issue
through. one Chinese MP said.

While the Chinese see the Bahasa
Malaysia national-language policy as
threatening their culture. the Maiays
are mystified by the Chinese desire to
cling to Mandann education. Malay ac-
tivists point to the community’s com-
paratively privileged position, when in
neighbouring Thailand and Indonesia
the Chinese are required to speak the
national language. adopt indigenous
names and, in the case of Indonesia, are
not even allowed their own chambers of
commerce, guilds or Chinese-language
books.

In this atmosphere of distrust, it is
not surprising that the National Front
Supreme Council is regularly presented
with a fait accompli of decisions taken at
the Umno Supreme Council.

However, the multi-racial cabinet
does function as a forum and Mahathir
reportedly asks each minister for his
opinion before decisions are made.
This is probably to avoid disgruntled
mutterings behind his back, because
the prime minister is thought to make
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up his own mind on ‘major  issues.
Specific reactions to the arrests are

lniy just emerging. While Ling has been
:agey about his comments, careful to
support the government line, the MCA
rank and file now regards party deputy
aresident and Labour  Minister Datuk
Lee Kim Sai. whom Umno leaders
wanted expelled from the cabinet for
zhampioning  the recent language issue
and other Chinese issues before, as
something of a hero. While sympathis-
ing with him, they are also angry with
the Malay leadership for the over-
whelming numbers of Chinese arrested
in the recent swoop-a resentment that
transcends party lines to reach out to ail
Chinese and multi-racial minded de-
tainees.

But those Chinese who remember
1969 know they have
to be cautious in
pushing their case
too far, particularly
when Umno is seen
to be weak. A mass
ral ly by Umno’s
powerful youth wing
in Kuaia Lumpur on
17 October, just before the arrests,
was more aggressive than was generai-
iy reported, with inflammatory anti-
Chinese speeches by various youth iead-
ers.

-

A
cting Umno Youth leader Najib told
the REVIEW he had to refuse rally

organisers permission to. hand him a
long-biaded parang sword. symbolising
a Malay battle cry; to burn the MCA
flag; and to burn an effigy of MCA
deputy president Lee. At the time.
there were reports that both communi-
ties were arming themselves for any
eventuality, and Mahathir has been
roundly praised for stopping possi-

Similarly, what effect the arrests-will
have on the National Front remains a
matter for conjecture and the current
atmosphere of silence has discouraged
intelligent deduction. Ling himself, who
saw eight MCA leaders arrested, was
reticent on this score. He did offer,
however, that community leaders
would try to educate younger Chinese
who cannot remember the 1969 race
riots to have a better grasp of history

. and to understand the consequences of
recent events. In this same vein, Najib
suggested that political parties must be
more responsible and not. take rigid
stands at an early stage but try to work
things out before matters came to a head.

bie violence by launching the mass
arrests and banning further ral-
lies.

In its own way, the government is
now trying to gloss over racial differ-
ences, though observers point out that
little is being done to accentuate the
positive side of both the Malay and
Chinese races. Ail the average Maiay-
sian hears are exhortations to adhere to
the extreme tenets of Islam - such as
wearing veils, harsh shariah punishment
and a ban on alcohol - and that the
Chinese eat pork, the mere thought of
which can make a truly devout Muslim
Malay vomit.

The atmosphere in Malaysia today is
reminiscent of the post-1969 attempts to
bridge the gap with multi-racial youth
dances and school debates. And while
this time the country did not go through
the trauma of race riots, the govern-
ment is acting as if it did.

While there are no signs of a more
permanent clamp-down in the form of

,. an emergency, given
the apparent success
of the recent exer-
cise, analysts expect
the government to
tighten up the press
laws. With three
newspapers already
suspended as a re-

suit of the current exerctse.  editors have
aire>dy been sent an implicit warning to
proceed with care.

The most obvious, crucial question
- where is the country heading? - re-
mains unanswered because even senior
noiiticians within the National Front do
not have a clue. Only two weeks after
the wide-sweeping preventive deten-
tions, it is tooearly to tell. concur those
the REVIEW contacted. “Give it a few
months for the dust to settle,” suggested
a Gerakan leader.

Their remarks suggest that commu-
nity leaders have retreated. to a middle
ground where race issues are con-
cerned. But beyond the psychological
impact of the mass arrests, no one rea!ly
knows what move, if any, Mahatbir  will
make next. The answer to this really de-
pends on the deeper motives, if any, of
the clamp-down. beyond the official
claim of a security threat. ‘cl
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llcr a period of racial tcnsiob  culminating in the dctcntions
of nearly 100 pcoplc, calm ;had rctumcd  to Malaysia last
week. The arrcsls ~- anoihdr two wcrc rcporlcd last week

~-~- wcrc made  under the country’b  !ntcrnal  Security Act (I S A) ,
which permits indefinite dcccntionlwlthout trial. The draE.nct rc-
mains controversial,  howcvcr, and Imany questions about it wcrc
left unanswcrcd. I

On Nov. 10, Senior Editor FSctton Woodward  and hssociatc
Ild~tor  %ohcr  hhdoolcarim  joined Senior (‘orrcspondcn( A s s i f
Shamccn  i n  Kunl;r  Lumpur to pqt some o f  those qurstions 10
Prime Minister Mahathir  Moham:id. Apart  from the dctcntions
and an associated  han on three puhlicntlons, the (il-year-old  Ma-
halhir,  who is also home anairs  mlnistcr.  discussed a wide range
of issues.  Among them: I
?? InliphtinE in the PM’s United Malays National Organisation,

dominant party in the multiracial Harisan Nasional  (National
. Fronl)  r u l i n g  c o a l i t i o n .

UMNO was left divided by
party polls in April,  when
Mahathir  n a r r o w l y  dc-
featcd a lcadcrship bid by
a r c h r i v a l  Tengku
Ramlcigh  lIam7ah.  T h e
rcsuits :lre b e i n g
challenged in a lawsuit

I lilcd by clcvcn  party dis-
sidcnts who claim the clcc-
tion assembly was not
properly  conducted.
?? The appointmcn( of

non-Chincsc-cducatcd
tcachcrs to Chincsc-
medium schools, which
sparked acrimonious cx-
changes  bclwcen M a l a y
and Chincsc politicians.
In i1 rii rc s h o w  o f
solidarity, the opposition
Democratic Action Party
(DAP)  h a s  joined forces
over  ~hc issue with the Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA)  and

, Gcrakan, hoth Bar&n partners. 7%~ suhjcct.  said Mahathir. had
broughl  the country to the hrink of another “May 13,” the 1969
race riots in which scores wcrc killcA.
?? The cnnlrovcrsial  award of Ihe %I .1 hillion North-South

highway tcndcr to I Initcd Engineers  M:llaysirl (IJI’M), an IIMNO
company. 1)A.P Icadcr Lim Kit Si;rng, now dclaincd.  has filed a
Iawsuit against CJMNO  over the contract. citing conflict of mtcr-
C.-d.
?? The New Economic Policy (/rlEP). which .l:ms to placcl ;I(

Icast 30% of the economy  in the: hands of /~rrrni~rr/ro.c. (Malays
and other  indigenous groups) by 1990.

Excerpts from the intcrvicw:

Could ynu outlinr the factors ithat kd yhu to make the dra-
matic decision to detain pa+ undci thhp ISA?

It’s only dramatic if you see iI m terms of rhc Iast six years,
since I took over.  It is something that has hccn done hcforc many
many times. Rut since 1 took  over WC had hecn rclcasing  pcoplc. I
[had] dccidcd  that WC should h lil)cral. thal WC should hc willing
t o  listen IO rrllicism of the povcrnmcnt.  Rut unfor(una(cly  somr
pcop!c took the opportuniiy lo cr&ilc Icmion hy harpinK on (hc
racial silualion.

I

i have Ihe ncwspapcrs,  par-
IlCUlilJjJy  7%C  S/W [ n o w
hanncd], which wanted 10

.bc diErent from the N~HI
Sfr&.r Tirnrs  in nrdcr to
rapture more rcadcrs.
They hcgan to pick on

E 43c1;1l
a

biucs, lryinp 10
. [p~#]  what rhcy term t h e

- “Malay gnvcmmcnt” in a
. had light. For snmc

. pcoplc, the important
thing is how to brc:lk _
Malay support for Ihc
gnvcmmcn(.  They do two
thmgs: one is to play up
Chincsc scntimenfs. the
other is  not to mrntlnn
Ihe Malays hut the gnvcm-
mcnl, Ihiit  it is corrupt,  it
is incompctcnl, 4 i s

[pushing] policies that are no ktr)od. When Tltc ,‘i:rlr doccs that you
lind thal incrcaslng  numbers of pcoplc read Thr S/nr.  The PJST
then felt thrcalcnrd  so it went ;Ilong the same way, as did thr vcr-
nacular  papers. The Chincsc papers  went  to town. WC [had bcnl
very  lihcral, W C  allowed more ncwsp3pcrs. more mnp.:Vinrs  lo 1Y
producrtf.  I’racticaily  anybody applymg for a pcnn7t IO publish
was given enc.

To  iI ccrlain  cxlcnt il was good  fccdh:rck for us.  Wc f o u n d
that basically iI is the I)AP wanlmg to KC{ Ihr sI7pporf of the <‘hi-
ncse. and thcrrfore  playing up Chmcsc ,scntimcnts. For ;t time ~hc
MCA did not follow Ii:11 line ~:IIIS~ II was q17itc confldcnl  that
the Chincsc wonId bc modcr:l(c  and wo~tld snpport them. 11171 the
last gcncral c&lions /!n 19Xhl proved IO them Ihal the ranal lint
wins votes. So they have  bccomc much more racial in thc7r ap-
preach. to the poml o f  cvcn quarrclling  w i t h  their Hatisan
parfncrs. in or&r to show that they arc hcttcr dcfcndcrs of Ihc
Chincsc Ihan cvcn the IJAP.

Onnc the MC‘/\  heins t o  hccohic  very (‘llincsc i n  iIs ap-
preach and inscnsilivc  to the fcrhngs of IIMNO. lhcn  IIMNO grts
i n t o  the act and starts criticisina  t h e  MCA and Ihr C’hinr~:.
S o  y o u  have an csc:llation involving  thrrc  tlin‘crcnl  p:lrtics. the
DA1 in Ihc f7rst inslancc. followed b y  M C . 4  and then I IMNO.
Things went from bad to wprsc in Oclobcr when I bxarnc  quilt

sure  that  rt would have cx-
plodcd.

In the mcanlimc,  you

On lop of all this,  WC have the so-.callcd stri:il  action  hodics
hkc Aliran, the Consumers’ Assoclatinn.  Gradu:l!cs’ !rlxic(y, cn-
vironmcntalists.  who don7 cart  very  much ahout thclr sr~h!c~ts
[and] ohjcctlvcs,  hlut  arc more  intcrcctrd  in political thinits,  parlicu-
1arly attacking the povcmmcnt.  In a way thc’y scrvc  as fronl
organtsafions for the ilAP. lf the I>AP wcrc to hold a scmmar on
the Conslr7utmn. for cxamplc, mosl  pcnplc who arc not conncc-
ted with rhc DAP will not atrcnd. But 7f Aliran holds one lhcn 101s
of pcoplc  will attend. WC know that  Aliran  tmckcd the I)AP dur-
ing Ihc clccfions.

Unforturxltcly,  the DAP has dccidcd  Ihal since  I( is only a
minority  In Parliamcnl.  P;irli:rmcn( is not a good  enough  forum
for it. So it uscs thrsc  fronts ;~nci I( uses Ihc cnur(s It goes to courl
on spurious ir;slIcs and cl;ums  tha( the povcrnmrnl  has done
somclhlng  wrong. In the cour1s they have  frccclom to say ~11 kind
o f  things.  cvcn Itbcllnus thmps ‘This gets prmtcd  m the press.
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N O W, tht [UMNO  anllivcrsary]  rally that WC pl~rnncd  [ for
Nov. I] w;~h  lily i&a. We w,i~ilcd  to hold  ;L brg rally to show lhd
UMNO IY, .\trc)ng. It was  nut mcitnl lu threaten anybody. lhl bc-
~;Iux III IXIWCCII  the  C‘lrwx c.cluc;ition  issue and other rilcc  issues
cilmc up, ~o~~~clx~dy  trIsd to CJlilIlt\C it f r o m  AII  IJMNO ral ly 10 a
M,~l;by r;llly uga1nb1  tl~c (‘hIncsc. ‘I hcrc wa CVCII talk about  fight-
rllg,  ;IIXIU~ COIIIIII~,  with WC;I~OI~S.  I c;~nnot a l l o w  that kind  o f
llbl~rg  10 p,,o 011.  I c o u l d  sly, slcIl> IhS ra l ly ,  hl lhl Wollld  lllllillllC
Mdl.1~5 ILIII~CI-  IXX~~IU~  they wdd hay the otllcr pcqlc  have
txxn III;Lklng  all this IIl~Isc hill y o u  havclI’l
d0nc any1hi11g. so I IIIIVC to do  b o t h :  slop
the r;llly i\tld tukc XGOFI against the people
who have been provoking he Malays.*

Couldn’t nwdiatiun ur a conference uf
. MII  parties have prcventtd  the Lxalatiun  uf

ten&u?
. No. The cahinct had dccidcd  lo set up

a colllInltlL!L! LO solve lhc Chincsc
schooltcxh~rs p~oblern md alter  [ i t  was]
I‘ornicd. I~~Ills~ln minislcrs lnadc
~~~LCIIICLIIIS,  iittsndoci tn~~t~ng~.  ‘I’hc wors1
par t  o f’ 11 wa 111ey had a mccling  in a
tcmplc. The qnilicunce  of iI temple is VCIY
glcat iii I he history of  lhe Cliiricx and their
enlpcrors. I t  w a s  very  provcxativc;  it
provoked the govcrnmcnt  also. I have tried
clmcllla1lon. I load  advisd  cvcryhody,
JOII’I In,ikc  ;clly  lnurc ~I;I~CIIKIL~~,  Ict’s s i t
down ;untl talk. tIut it wasn’l workmg.

It has bcvu sug:gc%ted that the net effc%t
uf th rrackdowu  has Lmn tu improve yuur
pulitiral p&lion in IJMNO  ad the cuunlry.
Whal ih your riq*mbe?

I II;IL may bc ths ncl cttecl, but it would be somewhat machia-
vc~ll~itn  01‘ I~C  IO dc~,Ign  all these  things, go lo the brink and then
p u l l  thiL,k I~~vc~r  tl~ough I  wwiidcr  mysdl’ a polilical  @us 1
clon’l lhmk I iim thdl II~LIC~I da gcrrius. The itle;~ is quite IiIrilaslic.

II swnw there wah IIU~ enough consultatiun  within Barisan un
it-3 like the <‘hii~~ educatiun  matIer.

NCI[  1I-ur. III ~~ICVIOU~  ~,uvurnnIcnts  thcrc  was no consul tat ion
‘I IIS o111y  cc)ll\tlll;Lticul  wa L~I cabine1 Icvcl.  Since I took over  I

have hccn VI\I~III~, cvcry ~LLL’ at Icast on~c  a  ycx I hlw:ik  l o
t.IM NC ). I qxak 10 ~,ovcrlIIIIcnt ollicI~tls a n d  I  spc‘lk  l o  hrism
lc;iciCh  I his yc;tl- dl~)llC  I IlilVC dl\llC  thC round5  IWIU. I h;lVe ldd
lI,~r I\,111 Icdcrs,  look, WC arc’ LI nrultiracial  [groupmg].  WC cannot
,~l‘li~rd  (III\ ktncl  01‘ lhing. I Ii~lCncii 1 0  lhcir con1pl;l1i115. I have
I‘llId 10 thcnr Ill;llly 11111c5 I {ilink I know H;trls;lll  Icders  bet-
1CI‘ thilll  .llly  I~l~CVlc~tlS  Ic;dcr.

I)rm this uwan you also kuuw Inure about the Chinese and
their aspirations, pcrlraps arc’ eveu mure synipathetic?

Yc~, I Z;III IK. syli~palhellc l o  thciii w h e n  lhcy arc r i g h t ,  3s
much ilS I C;I~I hz ~ynlpiilhetic lo UhiNO  ii‘ it I:, right.  I  h a v e
CI 111cId UMNO  murc  limes that) ilIly olhcr  pr~rnc nlinislcr. I
h.~vc  CI~IIILIX~  the Mxl;cys  bc~uux 1l1r.y rcl’ux 10 w o r k  t h e  way I
tJIllI!-.  they \110t11~1. I d~~\‘t  go iir<)uIld ;\d prilix  thy M;tl:~ys  s k y -
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Hut dcspitc all the% cffutts race relatiuun  $L'CIII to In: AIL their
lowt3t rhb since I %V.

kccnubc I wd:, Iibcral, I dlowcd I l .  Ill the pasl, llCWspil[Krb
were told (hat they shouldn’ti  raise racial issues, but lhcy  ignored
the advice bccausc they tho@lt  I would not act against them.
‘I‘his  litxrdlsm  was wrung In ;hc scnsc thal  pcoplu didn’l apprLxi-
ale il. /

Dues this mean the end if the Mahathir liberal puliry, ur will
yuu eventually return tu it? I

If rc:(urning,  to the old fiolicy means again provoking racial
quarrels, cert;linly  not. It wo$d bc &unaging  10 the nattoll.  [l’s a
luxury  W C  ci11iiw1  ;Illi)rd.  11’ p~~q~lc  wan1 10 tliscuss rilcc thcrc arc

I
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proper rorums.  T+rc is Ba “San, (here  is the cabinet,  there are
o t h e r  f o r u m s . 7

DAP leaders say that thpugh they wun niosl uf the Chinese
seats in the last general clcctiunb, they are cxclud4 frunl the prupcr
forums.

I1 is their  choice. They join the MCA and be ins&
[Barisan].  A lot ol‘li,rmur DA mcmbrs  arc in 1hc MCA.

What dues the stand uf tj~e MCA and (;erakan un the Chines
cducatictn issue say tu )tru 11buy1 the level uf unity  in Barisan?

W C  are not going t o  p u t  d o w n  Chinosc  cducation.  The
govermnent  wrll  fin:mce  pntpary  Chincsc education.  Sccondriry
ducittion  is ldt to them und  ihey  can afl’ord  it. WC are nal chang-
mg their character in any iuay.  (7’hc stand of the MCA and
Gerakan] is something thxl tfxy have IO do baxuse  they have to
appear to bc champions. Ija$san  is still strong. If it comes to an
electron, it’s a dlll‘crcn1 lnattcjr.  When  I called  glcctions  in I’%6 a l l
of you said I would Iosc or ; t lcast  have  a very much diminishcd

1majority.  I achievd  a h&e, mqorrty txausq I know what the
ground is thinking, I know t$e issues they cxq about. (Issues like
the C’hmcsr  alucation  one] a11c minor issues  that people pick up in
or&r to iiplX;tr tu bc heroe+  On the ground all they want IS to
have in peacel‘ul  country, SO lijat they can eat a& live. The govorn-
mart  provicics  for that. I

Hut the arrwqs  seem tu i&c! unly a ternpurary  sulutiun. IMIL?~
like the teachers’ promotion Iutve yet tu be resolved. When thaw
pwple get uut, non3 they star! making noise agajn?
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They will go in npain. Don’t njakc noise. 1x(‘s talk. WC will
find a solntinn. [II’S wrong] to say that the povrrnmcnt  is discrimi-
natory. Thcrc is no condition that promotion must hc basctl  on

/having  been cducatcd in Chincsc so’hools. WC arc not promoting
Mal11ys.  These  arc Chinese.  They hhvc been promoted bcforc
this was not the first time and thc& was no hut and cry.

When will the first dctainws he r si Ica.wl?
The police have IWO months 14 find o\Jt who should be kept.

They can detain them for up to 60 dl1ys. After that they have to get
pcrmi%m from the Minister of Hohe AITairs. . RUI if they feel
t h a t  the dctainccs  should bc rclcmdtl, then they WIII IX rclc11scd.
They  may cvcn bc rclcascd t&Jy,  tomorrow or noxt week.

There  seems tn he a great deal (If insecurity among the Chinese

.

about their future in Malaysia. In yol ir view, whit  is the ideal way the
Chinrse  should fit into Malaysian snckty?

Firstly, 1 would like to say thgt inscuurity  is also felt by the
Millays. It is felt by the Indians. it is /~II by the Ilativcs ofSah:Jh and
Sarawak. I’vcryhody  feels insccurc.  1 have olicfi said th1Jt nohotly is
going to pet 100% ofwh41t they ask lb. . WC h11vc IO share ;1nd WC

h n v c  !o make s;lcriticcs. Some pl’oplc c;Jndot  1n;kkc even th(
sliphtcst  sxrificc,  so they h;Jvc  left the co\Jntry.  I3\Jt the majonty 01
Chincsc do understand . that they/arc not going IO get cvcrything
they demand ;Jnd  thcrcforc they d(j not dcrn:lnti. Pohtici;1ns arc a
diflbrcnt  breed. They  like the pcoplu  to m;tkc demands so that they
can have an isskJc to fight for. This if the prohlcm. 13111  I bclicvc 111~
vast majority of Chincsc in this coiintry don’t have  much to com-
plain about. The Chincsc living Jn lother couhtrics havr much to
complain about. As a matter offact &J lot of(thcm]  would  like to live
in Malaysia. If the conditions [hcrc] Lrc so had for Chincsc, why do
pcoplc keep on asking, Can 1 lx a cityn?

What is your cnnccpt of the I-& of the Chinese in Malaysian
society  in, say, ten years from now?

They mlJst of course kundc , tand thci n;ltion;ll I:lnpuapc
[Malay] since they arc living in thiJ country ‘I‘hcy will In: ahlc to
speak English. not to a very high s;t;jnd;lrd hut worknhlc.  They  will
hc :I& to speak their mother  tonpuc. Nohorly is going, to s t o p
them from doing that. [They woul(l he involved in] cvcry par1 of
so&y,  IIIC c i v i l  service too if thrk h:Ivc srJflicirnt co111111:11ltl  01‘
[M;1lay]  and arc qualif1cd.  FIJI a lot,of pcoplc ~‘OCII‘G  on the govcrn-
mcnt 1111ti  iis tcndrncy  IO employ M:~l:~ys. ‘I‘hc fact is th:tt :I mut:h
larger  numhcr ofpcoplc  who arc cdircatcd arc cmploycd m ~hc pri-

vatc sector antI M;1l;tys  find it riillicul~  IO ~VI good cn~I~l~~ynJcnt  111
the priv;ltc sector. So the govcrnmcnt  hils 111 step in and g:lvc the
M;11:1ys.icJhs.

Why is it th:ri 30 yrars after fndrpcndenrc there is -Jill racial
polari5allon?

Ibc:iusc wc have ;I democratic Pyslcm and pcoI~‘lc  arc free: to
talk.  and fhc politlcwrw have  to find wmcthinp  10 m:~kc thcmrclvcs
popular.  I IMNO cotJlJ also t;tkc ih;c~ :1ppro;lch. h11t WC <.hoosc 1101
to. WC  dcfcntl  o(Jr stand of  workinK topcthcr wtth non-MaI:rvs.
[Some MiII;Jys] say wc arc nol M11slim  h~~us~ WV ;~uqN n o n -
MrJslim\ :I< Iwdcr<. What h;1pl~ns 11) M11clims who :JI-c m1nor111cli
in non-M I~ An countries?  Don’t  Ihcy arccpl lhc1r Icadcrs? W c
inhcritcd 1pol:tr1s;ttmn]  f r o m  the British WC WCI-c  not co~vwl~r.tl.
The Inbans  wcrc brought hrrc.  Thr (:hincsc wcrc brought hcrc,

and then WC wcrc told, you must live
’ togcthcr. WC  go1 n o  help 31 2111 From the

British on this. nut they conlinuc  to h11rp
o n  t h i s .  A r c  they ;LS ck;ln whrrc r:lcl;tl
issucs a r c  conccrtwtl? Who goes Paki-
hashing.in Hritain’? In some countries wars
arc being wa):cd on thc~~..~rnc  ISSUC,  hut hcrc
WC disdllss things. W C have a pvernmcnt
lhat  has cvcry race rcprcscnled. WC arc as
fair as WC can be under the circums~:lnccs.
It is not easy. I am not s:iyinp I can rrmovc
racial pol&sation just like that, hut WC will
work at it. . it is goinp’b  take time.

There is pohirisation of a different sort
in UMNO. Whr( measures arc yau taking to
heal fhc rifts within the party?

d have  been going ;~rouncI the co1Jntry
ex@ining to UMNO Icadcrs the need to rc-
maIn umlcd._As  I?Jr AS people o n  the
grcnmtl arc ccrnccrncd, thrrc JS no prohlcm.

. They arc nol talkinK ahoul rhc UMNC)
c&lions, but the pc~plc who hove iI VCSI~
intcrcst to Icad arc. 1 don’t think [disunity
tit the top] is :I prohlcm bcc;1usc 11. IJMNO

goes to the polls it’s going to win.

So the five-member  UMNO unity committee has failed?
Which  comrnittcc?  Oh that enc. WC trwl IO pcrwntlc those

clcvcn mcmhcrs  who filed ;I suit. Ilut WC fail4 ~XY~:IIIK*  they have
no sincerity. They arc not tntcrc’ilcd  111 I JM  NO unity. They arc inlcr-
cstcd III crwlinp  lrouhlc f o r  tIMNO f o r  thrlr o w n  pdil~w!
p\JrpOscs.

What happens if the legal chalkngc of the elrvcn ip riucccwfnl?
W C go hack to the [old lint-upl.  I will SIIII tw the prcyidcnt  of

the p:1rty. WC will hold new clcctions once WI’ :1rc ccrtam that aflcr-
wards thcrc arc no more court casts.

Do ynu see my reconciliation hctwecn your faction and that of
Tcngku Ratalcigh?

That is not a problem. I don’t think the 1,500 dclc)r;Jtcs who
attcntlcd ]thc ;Isscmhly] wcrc th11I divided. Only ;I ~‘CW p~~oplc at 1hc
top arc drvitlcd.  The i~arty is solid. Who~vcr  runs thr party  will
have the hacking of the rank and file. I don’t  see i1Ilv need [for
rcc‘oncili;1tion]. Of course  it’s good if they come [IO hc] IoEc‘thcr.
Hut ih1s IS not sonlcthing th;~t  IS goin)!  IO tlcstrcy IJMNO. ‘l‘hc im-
portant thing is when you lose you must ;Jcccpt [t hc filet].

IIMNO  is invnlvnl  in IwGws in a hip, way. Why is this?
IIMNO II:IY hccn iI1 brrs1nc*s\ since the Iq~,1nniq*,. W r  h:~vc  IO
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Wns thrt the cuse with the UEM tender  for the highway projcyt?
Ye\, thl Wil\ the CIISC.  (Per  ou r ]  prlvatisi&on  guidclinc!,,  ;1s

1II:M dd the Ica~lhdlty  rtudy  for the h i g h w a y ,  t h e  ~ovc~n~~~cnl
CCHII~  ~IVC II to rhan. ]Hu[] halfway through, we heard lots ofcorn-
pla~n~s  About why we wantcd  IO give  it lo tJl:M. So the cabinet dr-
cidccl  llist  iilthough  the govcfnmcnt’s policy is lo give [COlll~ilcls] lo
C~~I~I~~~IIICS ths~ nmke [he prc~pos~~l~,  in the case of 1JIiM WL‘ would
no1  give  il lo them. Inslcad,  thcrc‘ would be
iln open lender. Alter llial it WiIS up to the
tender  board; there were no UMNO people
Involved.

When you bccume Prime Minister you
pkulged a clean govrrnrncnl.  Over  the years
tberc hnvc been nrvny allegntions  of corruy
lion sgnimt your udnlinistrrtion . . .

‘l‘hsrc  have been  a l o t  o f  allegatio~~s
h u t  tlrcre has hccn  IIO p r o o f  that  t h i s
govcrlullcnl  is corrupt. We have been  very,
very strict on the nrlnisters.  They are not
even allowal to hold  shares. Wllat  shares
they have tlley have to sell or deposit in
ll11111y  compar~~c~  I have bccu  more strict
on this than  ilIly other prim miruslcr.  Pcr-
son;illy, I huvr hecn very, very careful in
IheX things. I lcad  a very sp;rrtan life. 1
don’t b u y  MCI-cc&a  bcnzcs o r  Kolls-
Koyces.

Whnt is your net worth’!
Well, I wouldn’t  say e x a c t l y  h o w  .____

much il is but it is no1 much.  I1 is what can
bc ;Ittrlhuted to Ihc salary that I earn [as Prime Minister]. I have
bcccn  around SIX ycan.  My halary  is of course supposed 11) be
M$X,lMK)  (%J,200]. hug I h;ivc given hack to the government
MY; I,000 ever  since I look over.  Six t imes twelve ~-- ihal’s
M~72,~Kn)  the govcr  nnlcnt Iliis go1 back free from me. ‘I‘hc  rest is
my allowuncc a Icddcr  of lhc governnienl  id my aliowimcc  as a
nwriilw of I’id~anicnl.

Would you support the idea of a public disclosure Iaw for
niinistrr3?

No. No1 many countries have public disclosure. It will open
up a lot of prohlellls  for cvcryhody. Nobody who is any good will
come lijrward.  WC. w,ill  have xcond-r;LLers.

What is going to happen lo the N&X’ in I!HG?
W C ‘Ire  not P,LIIII~  to rncel the target of the NIiP. Obviously,

we’ll hdvc to li~iiiiuli~te  bonic wily of ;lchicving  the large1 alter IWO
. I hcrc  IS uothrrrg wrong wilh the NH’. II’S not rncant  to harm
anybody. ‘l’hrs  country has grown during the time the NL:.I’ hits
bccI1  III opcr:rllun  And the N1:I’ is baxd  on growth. Now we have
to au~pend it bc~usc there is no growth.

tiinuncr  Minister Daim Zninuddin has provcxl a controversial
tigurr. Are you stitisticd  (hut during his time in cabinet he hns act&
fulry witbin the bounds of propriety?

YL,S I ain. (~lltcrwibc  1~‘s o\tl. llvcry  iLccus;llion  1h;rl has txen
lcvcllctl  ;I[ 111111  h;ls tmn chcskccl  by me.

Ikw~u~  thbsc wwsuliu~~~ kwy nyurrhq, 16: Iherr not mn wrgu-
mcnt for publicly diwio?iing Mi@stcr LIwim’s  uwls?

No. Why should I suhqit  lo people’s desire to penalise just
him? He’s not  a very plc:iwntirn;tn.  I le speaks his mind and he says
no to too many pcoplc,  people  who want to make a lot of money. .

he’s sometimes quite crudelwhen  it comes to that. So he gels into
ii lot of trouble. He’s been ac&sed of all kinds of things, but he just
keeps quiet because there isi nothing good TV be gained by ex-
plaining. People are going to py, yes of course, he’s got a bank ac-
count in Swit;rcrlund,  and of icourse  he’s not going to tell you. But
the person  who says that ham never seen the bank account. That
kind of thing I canI accept.

f
You huve said you arc de initely going to the ASEAN summit in

Manila  next month. Are you c5ncemed for your personal safety?
I am quite sure the Philippine government will make sure that

we will be looked after. It’s n ‘I that I am not concerned.  Of course,9[here ;cfn be failures, etc, but since  the
Philip me government is doing its utmost I
think

I:
e should trust them.

i‘ 4~ there, what will you t&about?
1 lthmk the focus will be more on econ-

omic cooperalion. Complementary deals
in our industries, eic, porl trade.

1
1 doesn’t so&id like tire will be any

major reaktbrough.
ye will kL%p on trying. It is very

. diflicylt  to complement each other when
you afie competing with each other.
E

_ Philip&e Ckwcign Secretary Haul
.Manglnp+s has’aoked  the A!XAN states for
public statements of support for U.S. bPsev

. in tbe f’hiippines. Will you do so?
V/e had an Australian base in Malay-

sia for some time - now they’re coming
out of course - so we understand the need
for t

“$
region 10 have something to hal-

ancc ut what the Russians have in Cam
Kanh ~Bay  and Danang. If the Russians get

out of there, ! think ASEAN ould ask the Americans to leave this
region. . . I suppc)rt  the pre ‘nce of the Americans in this area in
order to balance the presence

:
f these Russians.

How ure talks with the FiJipinos on the Sabrrb claim going?
We huve been making qyite considerable progress. We hope it

is possible [to hav& an agreenlent  before the summit]. They have 10
alter their baseline law if they

tv
ant to drop their claim.+

And are tbe Filipinos ask@ you for anything at this point?
11’s somelhing Ihal was ;discussed  during the time of Marcos

. joint patrols, Ihe usual treqties  between friendly neighbours.

How would ybu chary&&e  relutions  with Singapore, in the
wake of last year’s controve& visit there by Israel’s President ynd
the recent intrusion by Singupqre soldiers into Malaysia?

I had :I talk with Prime Minister La Kuan Yew [during the
Comrnonwcalth summit] in IIancouver,  and 1 think we have made
better progress towards closi ‘g the gap.

So a gap remains. 11
It’s not complelely  over/ We are trying 10 overcome some of

the problems that  we have. It takes a little bit of time for the
wounds to heal, especially  with the pubhc, 8

*Ihc UUTX dily, Mirr~&ipus wJ 8” tvlru~lv lhal his olkr had m~lyromplck.d a draft b,l,odch,,-
euLc i’h~llfq~~r~c  trrrllory  I hc hill would IuIIwKI Ihc l’l~~I1~~~1~11c  tlurlonc Act d IWti A&al if I(
w~ldxt~lc  LhcS.lrJh IMW.  Manghipusw,

j
“I lhlnk w ” Maluyau  rrclc,>sd hrb ~uums,,,.
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