
Drug kingpins R‘1 i’
‘now avoiding US

IN’I’IGIZNATIONAL  drug trafficking
slntlic~;itcs  have begun to avoid using
ivi:il;ivsi;i  as a transit country in their
~,,x~i.:;tic,iis.  the Prime Minister said
yC~stC~rd;ly.

.lw.uk.SuiRr  Malx~t.hi.c  Mnhamad,
iir his rapacity  as Home Mimstcr,  said
this in ii written  reply to Haji Ibrahim
AAn>i H;issan (BN-Kuala  Nerus).

Haji Ibrahim had asked whether it
W;IS  triic that Malaysia was known as
;i drug c-cntrc  in Asia and if so. why the
situalion  had reached such a stage.

1)r Mahathir  said Malaysia was not
iI &,untry which could be regarded as
;l rl~xg ccntrc in Asia because it was
not ;i producer  of drugs.

llowcvcr.  it was used as a transit

c:ountry  by international  drug traf-
fickcrs for their  smuggling and distri-
bution operations  from the Golden
Triangle to other  countries  in the
world.

Transit country
He said: “The Government has ta-

ken sevrral  strict Icgal  measures and
thcsc have been effective in reducing
drug trafficking activities in the
country.

“Among these are the 1983 amend-
ment to the Dangerous Drugs Act 1952
providing for mandatory death sen-
tences for convicted  drug traffickers.

“In 1985 the Government  introduced

the Ljangcrous  Drugs tSpccia1  Prc-
vcntive Measures)  Act to provide for
the detention  of anyone found to be in-
volved in any activity related to drug
trafficking.

“Since the implementation of these
laws, the Government has found that
international drug trafficking syndi-
cates arc avoiding using Malaysia as
a transit country.

“The Government hopes that drug
smuggling  activities in Malaysia will
bc further reduced (if not altogether
eradicated)  when a new law is intro-
duccd later, which will empower the
Governm;Fnt to seize from anyone as-
sets gained from actlfritics  related to
drug trafficking.”
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