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tC\JfiLA LUMPUR 9 D E C  &:&ERNAMA) -- A B ILL  PROVIDING FOR A JAIL
Tt=Rtl c)F Up To T H R E E  Y E A R S  A N D  F I N E  O F  U P  TO *2(3ruuo FOR BOTH FOR
fiNyc)NE INVOLVED IN THE PUBLICATION OF FALSE N E W S  W I T H  MALICIQUS
I N T E N T  W A S  T A B L E D  IN T H E  DEWAN  RAKYAT  T O D A Y .

UNDER THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PRINTING PRESSES AND
PUBLICATIONS ACT 1’7altr  THOSE WHO CAN BE PROSECUTED ARE THE PRINTERS3
PUBLISHERSI EDITc)Rs  A N D  W R I T E R S  OF SUCH R E P O R T S  0R A R T I C L E S .

CLAUSE 4 S E C T I O N  f3A OF  THE PRINTING PRESSES AND PU~J,LICATIONS
<AMENDMENT) BILL 19879 WHICH PROVIDES FOR THIS7 WAS CPEATED
F()LL()WIF{G  MANY FALSE REPORTS PUBLISHED IN BOTH LOCAL AND FOREIGN
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES LATELY9 DfiTUK SERI OR HAHATHIR_SAID WHEN
PRESENTibiG  TH E  eILL  F O R  SECOND  REAOING.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IT  APPEARED THE PRESS A N D  M A G A Z I N E S
INVOLVED WERE NOT CONCERNED ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE FALSE
REPORTS FOR THOSE MADE +VICTIMS OF THEIR ACTION+ OR THE ADVERSE
E F F E C T S  O N  T H E  S E C U R I T Y  A N D  EC9NOMY OF THE NATI0N. -- MORE
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H’)WEVERv pR9SECUTION U N D E R  S E C T I O N  aA CAN ONLY B E  I N I T I A T E D  WITH
T H E  C9NSENT  OF T H E  P U B L I C  pR9SEcUT9R.

S E C T I O N S  aB AND aC 9F THE CLAUSE PROVIDE FOR THE C O U R T  Tc) ORDER
THE SUPPRESSION AND SUSPENSI9N  OF  THE PuBLICATII)NS ?NDER CERTAIN

. CONDITIONS. .
UNDER SECTION ah THE COU R T , 9N APPLICATION BY THE PUBLIC

PROSECUTORI C A N  9RDER  T H E  S U P P R E S S I O N  O F  T H E  PUBLICATION FOR A
PERIOD N’)T EXCEEDING SIX M9NTHS WHERE ANY PERS9N  HAS pEEN FOUND
GUILTY ‘)F ANY OFFENCE  IN  RESPECT OF ANYTHING PUBLISHED THEREIN,

sFcTI’)N ac EMPOWERS THE COURT? ON A P P L I C A T I O N  9F T H E  P U B L I C
PR9sECUTOR, TO ORDER TttE SUSPENSION OF SUCH PUBLICATION PENDING THE
FINAL DIsP’)sAL OF ANY APPEAL AGAINST THE CASE IN RESPECT 9F ANYTHING
PUBLISHED THEREIN.

BESIDES THE CLAUSE 4, THERE WERE FOUR OTHER AMENDMENTsI COVERING
CLAUSES 2 t 3r 5 AND 9r THE PRIME MINISTER SAID.  - -  MORE
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CLAUSE 2 SEEKS TO DELETE THE WORDS +9R RENEWED+ S9 A5 T9 09 AWAY
WITH TttE NOTION OF RENEWAL OF LICENCE. THIS MEANS THE VALID PERIOD
9F A PERMIT IS  THE PERIOD AS STATED IN THE PERMIT.

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR  SAID A  PERMIT HOLDER WAS REQUIRED TO
APPLY FOR A FRESH PERMIT AFTER EXPIRY OF THE VALID F’ERI9D.

CLAlJSE 3 WAS CREATED TO GIVE ANOTHER GROUND TO THE MINISTER TO
BAN TtiE PRINTINGI SALE? I M P O R T A T I O N , DISTRIBUTI9N  9R fOSSESSI9N  OF A
PUBLICATION IF  THAT PUBLICATION CQNTAINED  MATTERS LIKELY T9 A L A R M
PueLIc OPINIONS H E  SAID.

UNDER TttE PRESENT REGULATION v THE MINISTER CAN MAKE SUCH ORDERS ?

IF HE IS SATISFIED THE CONTENTS OF A PUBLICATION ARE PREJUDICIAL TO
PUBLIC ORDER9  MORALITY9 SECURITY3 PUBLIC 9R INTERESTS 9R AGAINST THE
LAW.

TliE F9?IRTH  AMENDMENT3  UNDER CLAUSE 9  9 IS AIMED AT CREATING
S E C T I O N S  13A AND 138 AND IS  RELATED TO TttE D E C I S I O N  9F T H E  M I N I S T E R
IN REJECTING9  R E V O K I N G  9R S U S P E N D I N G  A  L I C E N C E  9R PERMIT. --  M9RE
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S E C T I O N  13A PROVIDES FOR ANY DECISION OF THE MINISTER IN THIS
M A T T E R  FIOT  TO BE CALLED IN  QUESTION BY ANY COURT WHILE SECTION 136
IS AIMED AT DELETING ANY PROVISION FOR ANYONE TO BE GIVEN THE
OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD REGARDING HIS APPLICATION FOR A LICENCE OR
PERMIT.

l-HE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE MINISTER WAS GIVEN ABSOLUTE POWERS
IN THE MATTER BECAUSE OFTEN THE INFORMATION RECEIVED BY HIM IF MADE
PUBLIC COULD HAVE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON THE SECURITY AND INTERESTS OF
THE NAT ION.

IF THE DECISION WAS MADE A COURT CASEI THE OPEN HEARING WOULD
TURN THE COURTS INTO A POLITICAL ARENAr HE ADDED.

. +IF THE MINISTER ABUSES THE POWER GIVEN HIMI THE PiXPLE CAN 4CT
AGfiINST HIM THROUGH THE DEMOCRATIC CHANNELS PRACTISED IN OUR
COUNTRYI+  DATUK SERI OR M A H A T H I R  S A I D .  - -  B E R N A M A
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